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REFORM  OR  RUIN; 


TAKE  TOUR  CHOICE! 


I  AM  a  freeborn  Briton,  and  an  independent 
man  :  I  have  no  Place  nor  Penfion ;  never 
was  at  Court,  nor  ever  intend  to  go  there.  I  know 
neither  the  Minifters,  nor  thofe  who  oppofe 
them.  I  have  a  right  to  think  and  fpeak  for 
myfelf,  and  will  do  fo  ;  and  I  call  upon  all  true 
Britons  to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay,  and  then 
judge  for  themfelves. 

This  Country  has  often  been  in  great  danger, 
but  never  in  greater  than  now. 

Thoufands  of  our  Countrymen  have  periihed 

f.' 

by  the  Sword,  and  ftill  more  by  Difeafe. 

Millions  and  millions  of  Money  have  been 

fpent.     Even  our  Public  Credit,  of  which   we 

&  boafted 
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boafled  fo  much,  has  been  fliaken.  Stocks 
never  were  lower.  Our  Debt  never  was  fo  great. 
Our  Tars,  of  whom  we  were  fo  proud,  have 
made  our  hearts  ake — And  fo  have  our  Fellow 
Subjects  in  Ireland. 

I  allow  we  have  had  great  Succefs.  We  have 
taken  many  fine  Iflands  and  Colonies  from  our 
Enemies.  We  have  beat  their  Fleets,  whenever 
We  could  find  them  ;  and  taken  or  deftroyed 
half  their  Navy.  And  what  is  very  remarkable, 
fcarce  a  Ship  of  War  of  ours  has  been  taken  ; 
and  not  one  foot  of  BritiJJi  Land  has  been  loft,  in 
any  part  of  the  World  I 

I  admit,  alfo,  that  our  Enemies  are  more- 
diftrefled  than  we  are.  That  the  French  are  the 
fnoft  wretched  People  under  the  Sun.  Their 
King,  their  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Family, 
have  either  been  put  to  death,  or  driven  into 
foreign  Countries;  and  fo  have  their  Nobility, 
and  the  greateft  and  bell  part  of  their  Clergy. 
A  vaft  number  of  perfons  of  all  ranks,  Men, 
Women,  and  Children,  have  been  beheaded, 
fliot;  drowned,  ffobbed,  and  poifoned.  Many 

have 
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haVe  fled,  and  dare  not  return ;  and  of  thofe  wh'9 
remain,  a  great  part  have  loft  their  Property, 
and  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  Life. 
Religion,  Law,  Order,  and  good  Government^ 
feem  at  an  end  amongft  them. 

In  Spain,  the  cafe  is  not  much  better.  Being 
divided  into  two  Parties,  one  betrayed  the  other 
t o  the  French,  who  compelled  them  to  declare 
War  againft  us ;  and  the  confequence  is,  ihef 
have  been  beat  moft  dreadfully,  and,  if  they 
.dare,  would  cut  the  throats  of  all  the  Frenchmen 
in  their  Country. 

The  Dutch  are  ftill  worfe  off,     Their  Trade 

«s  deftroyed  ;    their  Colonies  are  in  our  hands  ^ 

the  French  have  drained  them  of  their  Money? 

their  Goods,  and  almoft  every  thing  they  had. 

And  by  French  Troops  placed  in  all  their  ftrongj 

Towns,  they  are  forced  to  fit  out  Ships  to  figh^ 

-againft  us,  when  they  had  rather  by  half  fight 

for  us. 

But  what  are  we  the  better  for  all  this  ?  In 
fpite  of  the  dreadful  things  that  have  happened 
'to  our  Enemies  -}  in  fpite  of  all  the  Conquefts  we 

B  $  have 
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Jiave  made,  and  the  Ships  we  have  taken  ;  what 
is  our  State  at  this  hour  ?  We  are  threatened 
with  Invafions  and  Infurrections ;  we  are  loaded 
with  Debts  and  Taxes;  we  are  divided  and 
weakened  by  Parties ;  we  are  funk  in  Gloom 
and  Defpair.  And  yet,  that  French  Fleet 
which  was  intended  to  invade  us,  was  difperfed, 
and  the  objed  of  the  Expedition  completely  de- 
feated •)  a  Body  of  Troops,  which  actually  land- 
ed, were  inftantly  taken  prifoners.  The  Acts 
palTed  againft  Seditious  Meetings,  feemed  to 
fupprefs  them.  The  Merchants  and  Traders 
fupported  our  tottering  Credit.  A  plentiful 
Harveft  put  an  end  to  a  want  of  Corn,  which 
came  very  near  to  a  Famine.  And  let  any  man- 
travel  from  one  end  of  the  Ifla'nd  to  the  other, 
with  his  eyes  open  and  his  ears  fhut,  and  he  will 
fee  every  mark  of  Plenty  and  Profperity  ;  every 
Village  flourifhing  and  improving;  and  every 
Field  in  a  better  ftate,  and  producing  more  than 
it  ever  did  before.  But  let  him  take  the  fame 
journey  with  his  eyes  fhut  and  his  ears  open,  and 
he  will  hear  many  perfons  talk  of  nothing  but 
Grievances  and  OpprejUons,  War  and  Ruin. 
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Now  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? — How 
comes  it  to  pafs,  after  all  our  wonderful  Efcapes, 
after  all  our  glorious  Victories ;  in  the  midft  of 
fo  much  Plenty  and  feeming   Profperity  ;  that 
we  not  only  think  our  (elves  upon  the  brink  of 
Ruin,  but  perhaps  really  are  fo  ?     The  anfwer  is 
plain  and  fhort — We  are  not  reformed.      A  tho- 
rough Reform  would  fet  all  right,  and  reftore  us 
to  Peace  and  Happinefs.     But  what  is  that  Re- 
form which  will  do  this  great  good  ?     To  anfwer 
this  queftion  is  my  object  in  writing. — Some 
think,  a  Reform  in  Parliament  will  alone  be  fuf- 
ficient ;  and  that  Reform  to  confift  only  in  the 
Members  being  chofen  in  a  different  manner.— 
Some  are  for  leflening  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
—Some  for  abolifliing  Tythes — Some  for  making 
an  immediate  Peace  with  France — Some  (though 
they  have  not  courage  to  fpeak  out)  are  for  efta- 
biifhing  a  Republic  on  the  French   plan.     All 
thefe,  except  the  laft,  are  paltry,  partial  Reforms, 
which   can   do   little   good,    and  may  do  much 
mifchief.       If  every  man  in  the  Kingdom  had  a 
Vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament,  what   would 
B  3  be 
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"be  the  confequence  ? — Why  each  Member  would 
be  chofen  by  a  Mob.  And  whom  would  a  Mob 
choofe  ? — Why  the  man  that  made  the  loudefl 
Speech,  and  the  largeft  Promifes.  And  who 
would  this  be  ? — Why  he,  that,  having  neither 
Property  nor  Character  to  lofe,  was  ready  to  fay 
any  thing,  in  order  to  get  into  the  Houfe,  in 
hopes  of  being  paid  for  breaking  every  Promife 
he  had  made. 

As  to  leffening  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  we 
have  tried  that  already,  and  therefore  can  judge 
what  the  effect  would  be.  Every  body  knows, 
that  no  Man  can  govern  Ten  Millions  of  People, 
without  fome  Power.  And  if  he  has  not  lawful 
Power  enough  to  govern  them  by  j  either  he- 
won' t  be  able  to  govern  them  at  all,  and  then 
there  can  be  nothing  but  Confufion  and  Mifchief; 
or  elfe  he  muft  govern  them  by  unlawful  Means. 
And  I  appeal  to  any  Man  of  common  fenfe,  whe- 
ther it  is  not  better,  that  a  King  mould  govern 
according  to  fixed  and  fettled  Laws,  which  are 
known  to  all  the  Nation ;  than  by  undue  Influ- 
ence, Briber}',  Corruption,  and  the  like, 

But 
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But  fay  fome — Reform  the  Church,  and  abo- 
lifh  Tithes.  I  hope  to  mew  prefently  how  the 
Church  ought  to  be  reformed  ;  in  the  mean 
time  I  will  only  fay,  that,  unlefs  it  be  reformed, 
and  fpeedily  too,  it  is  all  over  with  us.  But  as  to 
aboliming  Tithes,  I  fear  that  won't  anfwer;  for 
I  truft  not  in  Wrong  and  Robbery.  Beiides,  re- 
member what  the  Devonshire  Farmer  faid  at  the 
Meeting :  He  afked,  who  were  to  have  the 
Tithes  when  they  were  taken  from  the  Parfons; 
and  being  told  they  would  be  the  Landlord's ; 
then,  faid  he  "  I  had  rather  they  mould  bide  as 
they  be ;  for  I  can  always  deal  better  with  the 
Parfon,  than  [  can  with  my  Landlord." 

As  for  a  Republic  on  the  French  plan,  we  may 
excufe  thofe  who  wilh  for  it,  if  they  are  rather 
ihy  on  the  fubjecl: ;  becaufe,  if  they  were  not,  they 
might  be  in  danger  of  a  rope.  For  my  part, 
I  really  do  not  wilh  for  it  : 

Firft,  Becaufe  (as  I  faid  before)  I  have  no 
faith  in  Wrong  and  Robbery  ;  and  a  King  has  as 
good  a  right  to  his  Crown,  as  1  have  to  my 
Cottage  : 

64 
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Secondly,   The  People  here  dont  feem  to  li 
a  Republic  : 

Thirdly,  I  never  yet  read  of  a  Republic  that 
I  fliould  like  to  live  under  :  And 

Fourthly,  One  may  buy  gold   too  dear. 

It  was  faid  the  French  Revolution  would  make 
the  French  Nation  free  and  happy  :  But  it  has 
now  gone  on  for  feven  or  eight  years,  and  pro- 
duced Confufion,  Oppremon,  Cruelty,  Poverty, 
all  iorts  of  Mifchief  and  Wickednefs,  and  no 
good  whatever.  And  if  \ve  are  all  to  have  our 
throats  cut,  that  our  Grandchildren  may  be  free 
and  happy.;  I  think  that  is  buying  gold  too  dear. 

I  truft  I  have  now  fhewn  that  none  of  the 
above  Plans  will  anfwer  our  purpofe  :  Let  us> 
then,  try  to  find  one  that  will.  But,  (that  I  may 
not  be  taken  for  a  Quack  Doctor)  before  I  pre-. 
fcribe  the  Cure,  let  me  try  to  find  out  the  Caiife, 
of  our  prefent  unhappy  (late.  And  in  order  fo  to 
do,  let  us  take  afhort  view  of  all  Ranks  of  People 
in  this  Iflandj  and  let  us  begin  with  the  higheft. 

Of  the  KING,  if  I  knew  ever  fo  many  bad 
tilings,  I  mould  be  cautious  how  I  mentioned 

them  i 
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them  ;  bccauie  I  have  no  inclination  to  be 
hanged  or  tranfported.  But,  in  truth,  I  know 
no  harm  of  him.  His  private  Life  every  body 
lays  is  good — And,  I  think,  his  public  Conduct 
has  been  good  alfo.  He  has  been  guilty  of  no 
Cruelty  or  Oppreffion,  that  I  know  of.  Jn  the 
courfe  of  his  long  Reign,  our  Liberty  has  been 
increafed  and  fecured.  He  has  encouraged  Arts 
and  Manufactures,  and  promoted  learned  and 
ingenious  Men.  So  that  I  believe  we  may  fairly 
call  him  one  of  our  very  bell  Kings. 

Having  no  more  defire  to  fee  the  infide  of 
Newgate  than  to  try  the,  air  of  Botany  Bay,  I  mall 
be  cautious  in  what  I  have  to  fay  about  the  Par- 
liament. It  has  parled  many  good  Laws :  And 
though  there  have  been  fome  ilrong  ones  of  late, 
I  am  afraid  the  Times  required  them,  and  that 
our  Conftitution  could  not  have  been  preferved 
without  fuch. 

I  will,  however,  beg  leave  to  aik  two  or  three 
fhort  queftions ; — and  let  thofe  whom  the  cap 
fits,  wear  it : 

When 


:  When  the  Law  forbids  Bribery,  can  it  be 
right  to  bribe  ? 

When  a  Man  undertakes  to  act  for  others, 
can  it  be  right  to  neglect  his  Trufl  ? 

When  acting  for  others,  ought  we  to  confider 
it/iezr  intereil  or  our  oivn  ? 

As  for  the  Miniitry,  I  allow  that  they  con- 
ducted Affairs  very  well,  till  the  War  began  : — • 
I  allow,  too,  that  we  have  had  great  Succeffes. 
But  yet  I  am  not  convinced  that  things  might  not 
have  been  managed  better,  a^dat  lefs  Expenfe. 
'I  mould,  however,  be  more  ready  to  blame 
Miniilers,  if  I  were  not  fully  convinced  that  tb,ey 
have  been  prevented  doing  their  beft  by  the 
Oppofition.  And  now  my  patience  begins  to 
fail  me  : — for  what  can  be  more  provoking  to 
any  Man  who  really  loves  his  Country,  than  to 
fee  Men  pretending  to  love  their  Country  and 
to  with  to  fave  it,  and  yet — inftead  of  doing  all 
in  their  power  to  help  things  forward— doing  all 
jn  their  power  to  hinder  every  meafure  propofed; 
and  at  laft  quitting  their  Pods,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  (as  they  themfelves  allow)  the  Coun- 
try 


[  II  ] 

try  is  in  the  utmoft  danger  poffible  ? — And  let 
any  Man  read  the  Speeches,  which  have  been 
put  into  the  Papers  as  thofe  of  the  heads  of  the 
Oppofition  ;  and  confidcr  the  conduct  of  the 
Iriih,  the  Seamen,  &c.;  and  then  fay,  whether 
thofe  Speeches  did  not  occafion  much  of  the 
Mifchief  which  has  happened  ? 

Look  at  the  conduct  of  the  Nobility,  and 
Gentry  in  general  (including  the  Officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  the  higher  clafles  of  Law, 
Phyfic,  and  Commerce).  Thank  God  !  you  will 
find  among  th<sm  feme  excellent  people ;  arid  in 
general  they  are  willing  to  afftft  the  Poor,  and  not 
to  opprefs  them.  But  do  not  Luxury,  Corrup- 
tion, Adultery,  Gaming,  Pride,  Vanity,  Idle- 
nefs,  Extravagance,  and  Diffipation,  prevail  too 
generally  ?  Or,  are  they  diligently  employed,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  either  in  the  fervice  of  their 
King  and  Country,  or  in  regulating  their  own 
Families  and  their  Neighbours,  in  thofe  places 
where  their  property  lies  ? 

Of  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy,  I  Ihould  be  very 
forry  to  fay  any  thing  that  might  leilen  them  in 

the 


the  eyes  of  the  Nation ;  for  if  we  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred, it  muft  be  by  their  means. 

The  Bifhops  are  in  general  learned  and  good 
Men ;  and  much  are  we  indebted  to  the  King, 
for  fetting  fuch  at  the  head  of  the  Church.  They 
take  more  pains,  and  have  more  work  to  do, 
than  is  commonly  fuppofed.  Yet  if  St.  PAUL 
were  among  them,  I  think  he  would  work  harder 
than  any  of  them,  and  adopt  fome  ftronger 
meafures  to  bring  back  to  their  duty,  fuch  Cler  - 
gymen  as  have  deferted  it  :  For,  (forry  I  am  to 
fay  it)  though  you  will  find  many  among  the 
lower  Clergy  who  do  their  Duty,  and  take  care  of 
their  Flocks ;  you  will  find  too  many,  alfo,  who 
neglect  both,  and  fpend  their  time  in  Public 
Places;  in  Dancing,  or  Card  Playing;  or  dang- 
ling at  Court,  or  elfewhere,  in  hopes  of  prefer- 
ment.— If  fuch  believe  in  a  Day  of  Reckoning ; 
I  can  only  fay,  they  have  a  fort  of  Courage 
which  I  have  not. 

Among  the  Lawyers,  Merchants,  Traders, 
Farmers,  and  others  engaged  in  Bufmefs ;  we 
find  many  lioneft,  generous,  and  charitable  men  5 

and 
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And  many  difhoneft,  profligate,  or  covetoiis  cha- 
racters. But  do  we  not  find  almoft  all  of  them,  as 
much  engrofled  by  worldly  Bufmefs,  or  Cares,  or 
Amufements,  as  if  they  were  to  live  here  for  ever  ? 
Laftly,  look  at  the  Lower  Claffes  : — And, 
though  (after  due  allowance  for  their  little  in- 
ftrucliion  and  few  advantages)  they  are,  perhaps, 
lefs  guilty,  than  thofe  of  higher  Rank ;  yet,  Are 
they  as  honeft,  fober,  and,  induftrious,  as  they 
ought  to  be  ?  Are  they  ready  to  obey  thofe  who 
have  a  right  to  command  them  ?  Do  they  fpend 
all  they  earn  in  feeding  and  clothing  themfelves 
and  their  Wives  and  Families  ?  and  do  they  earn, 
all  they  can  ?  Are  the  Sundays  fpent  at  Church, 
or  at  the  Alehoufe  ? — abroad,  in  bad  Company, 
or  at  home,  with  their  Families  ?  Do  they  in- 
ftrudl  their  Children  themfelves ;  or  accept,  with 
hearty  thanks,  thofe  inftructions  which  are  provi- 
ded for  them  by  the  bounty  of  their  neighbours  ? 

Having  now  turned  our  eyes  on  the  various 
Claries  of  which  this  Nation  is  compofed;  can 
we  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  that  Reform  is, 
which  our  cafe  requires  ? — furely,  No.  It  is  as 

plain, 
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J^lam,  as  plain  can  be,  that  the  Reform  we  wan?, 
and  the  only  Reform  which  can  fave  us,  (but 
which  certainly  will  fave  us,  if  adopted  in  time)  is 

A  THOROUGH  REFORM  OF  PRINCIPLES 
AND  PRACTICES,  AMONG  ALL  RANKS  OF 
PEOPLE  THROUGHOUT  THE  KINGDOM  • 

Let  the  King  and  Queen  continue  to  fet  arr 
example  of  Piety,  Regularity,  Sobriety,  and 
conjugal  Fidelity,  to  their  Children,  their  Ser- 
vants, and  all  their  Subjects.  Let  them  drive' 
from  their  Councils,  and  their  Court,  all  Adulte- 
rers and  Adulterefl.es  j  all  Gamblers ;  all,  in  fhort, 
whofe  Characters  are  notorioufly  bad,  of  either 
Sex,  and  of  ever}7  Rank. 

Let  them  avoid  even  innocent  Amufements, 
if  liable  to  produce  Immorality  among  .others  ^ 
which,  alas  !  is  too  often  the  cafe. 

"  Oh  hard  condition,  twin-born  with  Greatnefs  ! 
"  What  infinite  Heart's-eafe  mult  KINGS   negleft, 
"  That  private  Men  enjoy  1" 

I  can  take  my  Sunday  evening's  walk,  chat 
with  my  Neighbours,  and  view  the  beauties  of 
Nature  ;  and  no  harm  done.  But  if  my  gracious 

Sove- 
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Sovereign  could  fee  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  Con* 
fuiion,  Idlenefs,  Drunkennefs,  Dif-regard  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  other  incalculable  ill  effects,  which 
are  produced,  not  only  in  Windfor,  Eton,  and 
the  whole  Neighbourhood,  but  even  in  his 
Capital  itfelf,  by  his  merely  appearing  on 
Windfor  Terrace ;  how  gladly  would  he  give  up 
for  the  good  of  his  People,  that  heart-felt  Satis- 
faction, which  he  has  fo  often  felt,  from— 
"  Reading  his  Hiflory  in  a  Nation's  Eyes !" 

Let  every  Member  of  Parliament,  whether 
Peer  or  Commoner,  reflect  on  the  awful  Truffc 
committed  to  his  care,  and  attend  diligently  td 
the  execution  of  it.  Not  merely  when  a  poli- 
tical difpute  arifes,  but  conflantly  and  uniformly 
Let  no  Act  receive  its  fiat,  without  a  ftrict  fcru- 
tiny  into  its  Merits.  Let  them  revife,  curtail, 
and  methodife  the  whole  code  of  Statute  Law  ; 
whofe  bulk  and  confufion  is  fuch,  that  I  fear  w* 
may  almofl  fay 

"  Mole   ruit  fua!" 

If  but  a  fmall  part  of  that  time,  and  thofc 
talents,    which   are  wailed  in  long-winded  ha- 
rangues, aud  bitter  difputations,  were  thus  ap- 
plied ; 
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plied ;  our  Laws  would  acquire  clearnefs,  pfeci- 
lion,  and  vigour.  The  number,  the  length,  and 
theexpenfeof  our  Suits,  wc-uld  no  more  be  the 
reproach  of  our  Nation;  Imagination  itfelf  can 
hardly  embrace  the  variety  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  national  Benefits,  which  would  be  thereby 
produced. 

Let  thofe,  to  whom  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Executive  Government  is  committed,  learn  by 
dear-bought  and  fatal  experience,  that  their  own 
Arm  cannot  fave  them  ;  and  that  human  Laws 
and  human  Power  can  avail  nothing,  without 
found  Principles  and  pure  Morals  j  and  let  them 
therefore,  without  delay,  bend  the  whole  force  of 
their  talents  to  the  Reformation  ofthefe. 

As  for  thofe,  who,  from  motives  of  perfonal 
Ambition,  Advancement,  or  Gain  ;  from  private 
Pique,  or  party  Prejudice,  or  any  other  finifter 
defign  ;  are  ready  to  facrifice  the  public  good,  to 
their  private  views ;  it  is  vain  to  wafte  words  on 
them, — their  Confciences  mud  be  feared  with 
a  hot  iron. 

To  thofe,  on  whom  Providence  has  beftowed 
Rank,  or  Honour,  or  Wealth,,  or  any  other 

ufe- 
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ufeful  Talent ;  and  who  have  not  quite  forgot, 
who  is  the  Giver  of  all  good  Gifts  ;  I  next  ad- 
drefs  myfelf :  earneftly.  entreating  them  to  with- 
draw their  minds,  for  one  moment,  from  all  other 
purfuits  ;  and  to  confider  their  own  iituation, 
and  that  of  their  Country  and  of  the  furround- 
ing  Nations.  Where  are  now  the  Rank,  the 
Honours,  and  the  Wealth,  of  France,  of  Flan- 
ders, of  Holland,  and  of  Italy  ?  And  where 
muft  thofe  of  Britain  fliortly  be  ;  if  their  pof- 
feffors  will  neither  take  warning  from  the  fate  of 
others,  nor  from  the  Judgments  of  Heaven,  juft 
ready  to  fall  on  their  own  heads  ?  It  is  yet  in 
their  power  to  fave  their  Country,  and  their  own 
Souls ;  but  not  a  moment  muft  be  loft.  Let 
them  inftantly  quit  the  Dice  Box,  the  Turf,  and 
the  Tavern ;  every  wicked,  and  every  trifling 
employment ;  and  repair  each  to  his  proper 
Station.  Let  them  reform,  firfb  Themfelves, 
their  Expenfes,  their  Wives  and  Children,  their 
Servants  and  Dependents  j  and  then  exert  all 
their  influence,  as  Landlords,  as  Magiftrates,  as 
Friends,  and  as  Neighbours ;  encouraging  and 
protecting  the  fober  and  induftrious  -?  difcourag- 
C  ing 


[     -8     ] 

ing  and  punifhing,  with  Candour,  but  with 
Vigour,  the  lawlefs  and  profligate.  Few  of 
thofe,  to  whom  I  am  now  fpeaking,  are  aware 
how  much  mifchief  they  occafion,  merely  by 
being  in  aivrong  Place ;  or  how  much  good  they 
muft  do,  if  they  would  on]y  ftay  where  their  lot 
has  fallen.  It  was  the  obfervation  of  a  man  of 
much  good  fenfe  and  experience, — "  That,  if 
every  Gentleman  would  relide  on  his  Eftate,  and 
every  Clergyman  on  his  Living,  we  mould  need 
no  other  Reformation."  Let  thofe,  then,  who 
fly  to  Towns  and  Cities,  to  public  Places,  or 
foreign  Countries,  in  fearch  of  paltry  amufe- 
ments;  or  under  a  fklfe  pretext,  or  at  beft  a  mif- 
taken  notion,  of  repairing  their  fhattercd  for- 
tunes ;  no  longer  think  themfelves  guilt lefs. — 
Numberlefs  are  the  ways  in  which  theii  Country 
is  injured  by  their  abfence  :  If  refident  at  their 
Family  Seats,  their  Example,  their  Influence 
their  Fortune, — every  Talent  they  pofiefs,  dif- 
penfes  Bleflings  on  all  around  them.  In  any 
other  place,  they  almoft  unavoidably  do  Mif- 
.  by  adding  to  the  number  of  thofe,  whom 
ihe  Vices  of  Cities  inevitably  corrupt. 

But 
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But  if  purer  motives  cannot  prevail,  let  Pride 
plead  the  caufe  of  Patriot  ifm,     It  has  been  ofteil 
faid,  that  an  Engliih  Country- Gentleman  is  the 
Firil  Charader  in  the  World  :• — and  truly,  when 
we  view  him  feated  in  the  Manlion  of  his'  An- 
ceftors ;    furrounded   by  his   Family,  his  Rela- 
tions, his  Servants,  his  Workmen,  his  Tenants, 
and  his  Neighbours ;  all,  in  their  due  proportion, 
partaking  of  his  Hofpitality  and  Benevolence  ! — 
where  (hall  we  find  a  more  enviable  objedt  ?  But 
merely  fliift  the  fcene,  and  place  him  in  a  dirty 
Lodging,  in  one  of  the  long  and  gloomy  flreets 
of  the  Metropolis: — where  now  are  his  Honours, 
his  Influence,  his  RefpeftabiUty  ? — All  vaniihed 
and  gone  !  He  becomes  at  "once  a  mere  Cypher, 
without  ufe  or  value  :  his  next  neighbour  knows 
him  not :    and  that  Income,  which  before  pro- 
cured him  and   others  fo  much  folid  and  fub- 
ftantial  Comfort,  will   barely   fupply  what  are 
deemed  the   neceflary  Ornaments   and  Amufe- 
ments  of  Life.     Meantime,    his   Servants   are 
tainted  with  the  Vices  of  the  Town  ;    and  it  is 
well  if  the  Morals,  even  of  his  Wife  and  Daugh- 
ters, are  preferved  uninjured  : — their  Health  cer- 
C  2  tainly 
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tainly  is  not.  Then  the  Sea  is  ordered  :  a  paltry 
lodging  at  Brighton  fucceeds  a  paltry  lodging  in 
London  :  his  Manfion-houfe  is  deferted  in  Sum- 
mer as  well  as  Winter :  habits  of  Indolence  are 
acquired — perhaps,  habits  of  a  worfe  kind,  if 
worfe  can  be :  and  he  (who  was  the  Support  and 
Ornament  of  a  confiderable  Diftrict ;  the  fond 
Parent ;  the  indulgent  Landlord  ;  the  hofpitable 
Neighbour  j  the  liberal  Benefactor ;  the  refpect- 
ed  Magiftrate  j)  finks  into  ufelefs  Infignificance 
and  Contempt ! 

Abandoned  by  their  Owners,  our  Villages 
might  flill  have  fome  hope  left,  if  they  were  not 
alfo  abandoned  by  their  Paftorsj — by  thofd, 
whofe  bounden,  Duty  it  is  to  take  care  of  them ; 
and  whofe  breach  of  duty  has  this  aggravation, 
that  not  by  Defcent  (as  in  the  former  cafe),  but 
by  their  own  folemn  Acceptance,  this  duty 
attaches.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  fpeak  difrefpecV 
fully  of  the  Clergy :  I  reverence  their  facred 
Office  :  I  look  up  to  them,  as  the  moft  pious, 
the  moft  learned,  and  the  moft  ufeful  Clafs  of 
all.  As  Individuals,  they  muft  of  courfe  vary ; 
while  fosae  are  ably  and  diligently  perform- 
ing 
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ing  their  duty,    others  alas  !  notorioufly  neglect 
their's. 

It  has  too  long  been  the  falfe  and  mallow  po- 
licy of  irreligious  and  worldly-minded  Minifters, 
to  deprive  the  Clergy  of  the  exercife  of  thofe 
Rights,  which  they  received  not  from  Man  j  and 
which  Man,  therefore,  cannot  take  from  them. 
It  feems  almoft  forgotten,  in  thefe  days  of  novel- 
ty,  when  every  thing  ancient  and  venerable  is 
defpifed;    that  Chriftians  are  a  regular  Society, 
formed  by  CHRIST  himfelf,  under  Rulers   and 
Officers  appointed  by  him,  with  authority  to  ap- 
point others  to  fucceed  them — and  thus  our  prefent 
Bifhops  and   Clergy  derive,  their  Authority  by 
regular  Succeflion  from  HIM  to  whom  all  Power 
was  given,  and  who,  if  he  had  feen   fit,  could 
have  invefted   them   with   temporal  Authority 
alfo  :    but  this  he  did  not ; — on  the  contrary, 
HE  and  His  Apoftles  every  where,  in  the  mofl 
explicit  terms,  enjoin  all  Chriflians    to  fubmit 
like  others  to  their  lawful  Governors.     In  Tern- 
poral  Matters,  therefore,  our  Bifhops  and  Clergy 
poflefs  only  fuch  Powers  as  are  given  them  by 
the  Laws  of  this  Land :  but,  in  all  Spiritual  Con- 
t  C  3  cerns, 


cerns,  they  derive  their  Authority  from  Him  by 
whom  Kings  reign,  and  are  bound  to  exert  it  for 
the  benefit  of  that  body  over  whom  they  are 
appointed. 

With  all  poffible  deference,  I  fubmit  it  to  the 
confideration  of  our  Governors,  both  in  Church 
and  State,  whether  any  Society  can  long  flourifh, 
or  even  exift,  without  Regulation  and  Reform  ? 
and  whether  the  Church  of  England  can  form  an 
exception  to  this  rule  ?  I  earneftly  entreat  them 
to  confider  the  prefent  flate  of  Religion  and 
Morals  in  this  Kingdom — To  confider  how  im- 
poffible  it  is  for  human  Laws  to  coerce  a  people, 
who  have  loil  all  fenfe  of  the  Divine  Law  ;  who 
are  no  longer  reftraihed  by  the  dictates  of  Con- 
fcience  ;  and  who,  confequently,  abftain  from  no 
Crimes,  but  fuch  as  are  prohibited  by  the  Law 
of  the  Land, — and  from  thofe,  only  when  the 
danger  of  Punimment  is  fo  apparent,  as  to  over- 
come the  force  of  corrupt  Paflions  and  pam- 
pered Appetites !  Whatever  may  be  the  refuit 
of  fuch  an  inquiry,  it  furely  muft  be  admitted, 
that  the  enforcing  the  Refidence  of  our  Parochial 
Clergy  is  indifpenfably  requifite  ;  and  that  the 

times 
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times  call  for  uncommon  exertion  in  all ;  efpecially 
in  thofe,  who  have  the  care  of  our  Principles  and 
our  Morals.  Never  did  the  Powers  of  Darknefs 
exert  themfelves  more,  or  with  more  fuccefs. — 
Do  other  Powers  exert  themfelves  as  much  to 
counteract  them  ?  Treafon,  Sedition,  and  Mu- 
tiny, have  appeared ;  and  new  Laws  have  been 
made  to  prevent  their  growth  j  and  we  all  -feel, 
and  moil  of  us  acknowledge ,  that  this  was  right 
and  fit.  But  do  not  Adultery,  Gaming,  Sabbath- 
Breaking,  Neglect  of  Public  Wormip,  and  above 
all,  Lukewarmnefs  and  Indifference  about  Reli- 
gion itfelf,  prevail,  to  a  degree  unknown  in  any 
former  age  ? — to  a  degree/  which  feems  to  por- 
tend the  eradicating  Chfiftiariity  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  World  ?  And  where  are  -the  Laws 
againft  thefe  ?  Shall  I  be  told  that  there  are 
fuch  already  in  our  Statute  Books  ?  The  fame 
was  £ud  as  to  the  Laws  againft  Treafon  and  Se- 
dition j  but  by  whom  was  it  faid  ?  Was  it  by 
thofe,  who  withed  to  prevent  fuch  crimes  ? — or 
thofe,  who,  by  their  Writings  and  Speeches,, 
had  encouraged  them  ? 

C  4  In 


In  the  Name,  therefore,  of  that  GOD  who 
made  us ;  of  that  SAVIOUR,  who  died  to  re- 
deem us;  and  of  that  BLESSED  SPIRIT,  who 
is  ever  ready  to  affift  our  weak  but  Jincere  En- 
deavours j  I  call  on  every  Biihop,  Prieft,  and 
Deacon,  who  has  devoted  himfelf  to  the  fervice 
of  God  in  the  Church  of  England  ;  to  lay  afide 
eveiy  Avocation,,  and  inftantly  to  exert  his  utmoft 
Powers,  in  the  preservation  of  our  holy  Religon. 
• — So  fhall  he  fave  many  Souls  from  Death,  and 
hide  a  multitude  of  Sins. 

If  any  Lawyers,  Merchants,  or  others  en- 
gaged in  worldly  Bulinefs,  can  fpare  time  and 
thought  for  one  ferious  Reflection,  let  that 
reflection  be — How  their  Account  willjland  at 
the  Day  of  Judgment  ? — how  they  will  then  anf- 
wer,  for  having  joined  "  Night  to  Day,  and 
Sunday  to  the  Week  ;"  in  adding  fhilling  to 
{hilling,  and  guinea  to.  guinea  :  inftead  of  purfu- 
ing  their  lawful  calling  in  a  lawful  manner,  and 
devoting  to  the  fervice  of  God,  that-  portion  of 
their  time  and  thoughts  which  he  claims ;  and 
which  Claim  (if  they  have  a  juft  fenfe,  either  of 
their  temporal  or  eternal  intcreft)  they  will  never 
more  refift. 


I  now  wifh  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  all  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Ifland,  but  chiefly  to  thofe  of  the 
Lower  Clajs,    as  it  is  called : — to   thofe,    who 
have  neither  Rank  or    Riches,  but    muft   earn 
their  daily  Bread  by  their  daily  Labour.     You, 
my  Fellow-Countrymen,  whether  you  know  it 
or  not,  have  Souls  to  be  faved ;  and  muft  live 
for  ever  in   another  World  ;    and  be  there  re- 
warded or  punifhed,  as  you  have  behaved  well  or 
ill  in  this  life.     Even  here,  if  you  behave  ill,  you 
will   fuffer  for  it ;  and  if  you  behave  well,  God 
and  good  Men  will  affift  you.     If  you  are  idle, 
do  you  not  want  Bread  ?     If  you  are  drunken, 
do  not  your  Wives  and  Children  fuffer  ?     If  you 
are  difhoneft,  do  you  not  lofe  your  Characters  ? 
If  you  are  honefl,  and  contented,  and  diligent, 
do  you  not  find  you  are  happy  ?    By  being  happy, 
I  dont  mean  that  you  have  every  thing  you  want, 
or  that  you  have  no  ficknefs  or  forrow  ! — that  is 
fuch  happinefs,  as  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  any 
body  in  this  World.    Whatever  you  may  think, 
the  King  upon  his  Throne  has  more  cares  and 
vexations    than    you   have.     Many  and    many 
a  night,  when  you  are  found  afleep,  he  and   his 

Miniflers 
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Minifters  are  hard  at  work,  for  you,  and  me.  and 
all  of  us :  And  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the 
Great  and  Learned.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  like 
fome  of  you,  neglect  their  bufmefs,  and  wafte 
their  time  in  Idlenefs  and  Vice  ;  but  others  work 
as  hard  or  harder  than  you;  and  their  work  is  of 
a  worfe  fort. — Your's  preferves  your  health  ; 
while  their's  dejlroys  their  health,  and  fhortens 
their  lives.  God  has  fo  ordered  it,  that,  in  this 
life,  no  Man  mall  be  completely  happy  ;  but  moft 
men,  let  their  fituation  be  what  it  will,  may  be 
tolerably  happy,  if  it  be  not  their  own  fault :  and 
every  Man  may  .be  completely  happy  for  ever  in 
another  World  ';  and  the  fame  means  which  will 
make  him  happy  in  another  World,  will  com- 
monly make  him  comfortable  in  this. 

Let  us,  then,  inquire  what  thofe  means  are  : 
They  may  be  exprefTed  in  two  mort  words — 
BE    GOOD! 

God,  who  made  all  things,  has  fo  made  them, 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  a  bad  Man  to  be  happy. 
He  has  given  us  Laws,  and  has  promifed  to  re- 
ward us  if  (.ve  obey  them,  and  to  puniih  us  if  we 
do  not.  He  commands  us  to  love  and  fear  him  ; 

to 


to  pray  to  him  ;  to  believe  in-  Jefus  Chrift  his 
Son;  to  honour  and  obey  the  King,  and  all  who 
are  in  authority  under  him ;  to  fubmit  to  our 
Mailers,  and  all  lawful  Governors.  To  refpedt 
God's  Minifters,  his  Sabbath,  and  his  Church. 
To  pay  all  their  dues,  whether  Tithes,  Taxes, 
Cuftoms,  or  other  things.  To  obey  the  Laws  of 
4he  Country  in  which  we  live.  To  do  to  others 
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as  we  would  have  them  do  to  us.  To  love  our 
Neighbours,  and  aflift  them  as  often  as  it  is  in  our 
power.  To  be  honeft,  fober,  modeft,  and  decent, 
To  work  diligently,  in  order  to  get  our  Living.. 
To  bear  patiently  fuch  Misfortunes  as  befal  us. 
To  be  thankful  for  fuch  good  Things  as  we  en- 
joy ;  for  our  Health,  and  Strength,  and  daily 
Bread,  and  many  other  Bleffings,  which  we  are 
too  apt  not  to  confider  as  we  ought.  They  are 
all  the  Gifts  of  God,  and  Gusrht  to  be  received  as 

O 

fuch. 

Now  I  would  afk  any  fair  Man,  if  there  is  any 
thing  hard  or  unreasonable  in  all  this?  Or  whe- 
ther he  is  not  convinced,  that,  if  we  would  obey 
thefe  Laws,  we  fhouid  be  much  happier  than  we 
are  ?  For,  forry  J  am  to  fay  it,  we  do  not  obey 
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them  as  we  ought.  Inftead  of  loving  and  fearing 
God,  we  feldom  think  of  him.  Inftead  of  pray- 
ing to  him  every  night  and  morning ;  ibme,  I  fear, 
never  pray  at  all.  Inftead  of  obeying  the  King, 
and  his  Magiftrates  and  Officers,  how  many 
lately  have  been  guilty  of  infuiting  him  and  them ! 
How  many  have  joined  in  riotous  Mobs,  and 
Seditious  Clubs,  and  Meetings !  how  many  have 
held  up  their  hands  for  rude,  unmanly,  and  dif- 
loyal  Addrefles !  in  fhort,  how  many  have  been 
the  dupes  of  a  let  of  Wretches,  who  have  left  no 
means  untried  to  ruin  our  Church,  our  King,  and 
our  Country,  and  make  us  Slaves  to  the  French  ! 
Inftead  of  refpecting  God's  Minifters  and  Or- 
dinances, how  many  abufe  the  Clergy,  feldom 
go  to  Church,  and  fpend  God's  Day  in  doing 
their  own  buiinefs,  or  in  jaunting  about,  or  in 
getting  drunk;  though  it  is  exprefly  ordered, 
that  neither  we,  nor  our  Servants,  nor  our  Cattle, 
fhall  work  on  that  Day ;  and  that  we  fhall  keep 
it  holy  !  Inftead  of  paying  to  all  their  Dues ;  how 
many  try  to  cheat  the  Clergy  of  their  Tithes,  and 
and  the  King  of  his  Taxes ;  and  buy  fmuggled 
goods  whenever  they  can  meet  with  them  !  By 
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thefe  and  many  fuch  things,  they  fin  at  once 
againft  the  Laws  of  God,  and  the  Laws  of  this 
Land.  Who  is  there  that  always  does  as  he 
would  be  done  by  ? — that  never  fpeaks  ill  of  his 
Neighbour  ? — that  never  tries  to  deceive,  or  de- 
fraud, or  over-reach  another  ?  How  common 
are  Drinking,  Lewdnefs,  Gambling;  and  above 
all,  profane  Curfing  and  Swearing,  which  give 
no  pleafure  to  any  Man,  and  are  fo  offeniive  to 
God  ?  How  many,  who  are  able  to  earn  a  com- 
fortable living,  will  not  work,  but  live  in  dirt  and 
Fags,  wandering  about  the  Country,  begging  and 
Healing  ?  How  many  never  thank  God  for  any 
thing,  are  never  contented,  but  grumble  anci 
complain,  even  when  nothing  ails  them,  and  they 
are  not  in  want  ?  And  what  makes  all  this  the 
more  unpardonable,  is,  that  we  are  not  funk  in 
ignorance,  as  many  Nations  have  been.  We  have 
the  Bible  in  our  hands,  or  at  leaft  in  our  houies ; 
and  might  read  it  if  we  would ;  and  if  we  would 
read  it,  we  could  not  fail  to  know  our  Duty. 
But  the  truth  is,  moft  of  us  knoiv  our  Duty,  but 
wont  do  it. 

Is  it    any    wonder  then,    that    God,     who 
is    juft,    fhould  punifh   ys   for  thjs?     He  has 
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given  us  fuch  good  things  as  no  other  Nation  evef 
had  :  For  I  defy  any  Man  to  name  any  People ,  in 
any  Part  of  the  World,  in  any  Period  of  Time  ; 
that  ever  enjoyed  fuch  great  Blejfings  and  Ad- 
vantages, as  we  now  do,  or  very  late:y  did  ! 
We  have  the  free  exercife  of  our  Religion ;  our 
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Perfons  and  Property  are  alfo  free.     We  can  go 
where  we  will,  and  do  what  we  will.    And  fo  long 
as  we  do  not  injure  others,  nobody  can  injure  us 
without  being  puniihable  for  it.     We  live   in  a 
Land  of  Plenty ;  and  the  poorefl  perfon  in  it, 
thatisfober  and  frugal,  eats  better  bread,    and 
lives  in  a  better  habitation,  than  thofe  of  higher 
rank  in  moil  other  Countries.     Shew  me  the  land 
befides  this,  where  the  Labourers  ever  eat  white 
Bread,  or  live  in   fuch  comfortable    Cottages. 
Shew  me  any  perfon  in  this  Ifland,  who  does  not 
live  better  than  his  Father  did  ;  unlefs  he  is  idle 
and  profligate.    We  complain  that  Bread,  Meat, 
and  other  things  are  dear ;  and  fo  they  are  :    but 
what  is  the  caufe  of  it  r— Why  that  every  body 
eats  more  of  diem  than  they  ufed  to  do.     If  the 
Poor  lived  on  Potatoes,  on  Oats,  on  Rye,  on 
Barley,  or  on  Rice,  and:  eat  no  Meat  (which  is 

the 


[    3'   .] 

the  cafe  in  the  reft  of  the  World) ;  both  Bread 
and  Meat  would  foon  be  cheap.  Not  that  I  want 
them  to  live  fo:  by  no  means  :  I  wifh  they  lived 
{till  better  than  they  do  :  but  what  I  want  is  this ; 
that  they  fliouid  not  grumble  and  complain,' 
when  they  are  better  off  than  any  other  Nation 
under  Heaven.  They  would  deferve  all  the 
Wages  they  have,  and  more  too,  if  they  worked 
as  hard  by  the  day,  as  they  do  by  thegreiit;  and 
if  they  carried  all  their  money  to  their  Wives  : 
but  while  they  carry  it  to  the  Alehoufe,  more 
wages  would  be  a  curfe  and  no  bleffing. 

The  Conclufion  of  the  whole  is  this : — God 
has  bleffed  this  Country  beyond  all  others :  We 
have  the  beft  Religion,  the  beft  form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  moil  plentiful  Land,  of  any  Peo- 
ple upon  Earth  :  But  we  have  made  fuch  a  bad 
uie  of  thefe  bleffings,  that  we  are  in  great  danger 
of  lofmg  them.  We  neglect  God,  his  Service, 
and  his  Day.  We  call  ourfelves  Chriflians,  but 
we  hardly  know  what  the  word  means.  Few 
confider,  that  every  Man,  who  fays  he  is  a 
Chriftian,  fays  as  follows: — "  I  am  the  Soldier 
and  Servant  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  have  renounced 
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all  Sin  and  Wickednefs,  and  all  the  Vanities  of 
this  World.  I  have  owned  that  I  am  a  Sinner, 
and  that  I  can  only  be  faved  by  the  Merits  and 
.  Sufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  Benefits  of  thefe,  I  muft  repent  of  my 
Sins ;  I  muft  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  I  muft 
do  what  he  has  commanded.  His  Commands  are 
contained  in  the  Gofpel ;  I  muft,  therefore,  read 
that,  in  order  to  learn  my  Duty;  and,  when 
I  have  learned  it,  I  muft  do  it  faithfully  and 
diligently." 

Oh !  my  Countrymen  !  if  we  would  do  this, 
we  fliould  be  fafe,  and  happy,  and  profperous  ! 
God  would  make  a  hedge  about  us,  and  about 
all  we  have  j  and  would  defend  us  from  all  our 
Enemies  !  We  mould  no  longer  be  divided  and 
weakened  by  Parties  and  Oppofitions;  for  we 
(hould  be  all  of  one  mind  ;  we  fliould  all  fear 
God,  and  honour  the  King,  and  love  one  another- 
- — and  who  would  dare  to  invade  us  ?  Why  are 
we,  then,  fo  blind  to  our  mtereft,  as  to  reject 
Peace  and  Profperity.  when  we  might  fo  eafily 
obtain  them?  If  you  love  your  Country,  if  you 
love  your  Wives  or  your  Children,  if  you  love 

your- 
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your/elves — reform  your  Conduct  before  it  be  too 
4ate  !  The  Judgments  of  God  are  in  the  World  : 
they  have  fallen  upon  France,  upon  Flanders,  upon 
Holland  !  They  are  ready  to  fall  upon  us,  If  we 
will  not  take  warning  from  all  that  has  pafled,  and 
is  now  paffing,  almofi  at  our  doors  ;  we  have  no 
excufe,  and  therefore  no  room  to  hope  that  we 
(hall  efcape.  But  even  if  we  could,  what  would 
it  avail  ?  The  Day  of  Judgment  mujl  come ; 
When  every  one  who  has  not  repented  and  re- 
formed, will  be  condemned  to  fuflfer  the  Tor- 
ments of  Hell  for  ever  !  What  thofe  Torments 
are,  we  know  not ;  and  God  grant  we  never  may  ! 
but,  if  there  be  any  Truth  in  the.  Word  of  God 
itfelf,  they  are  far  greater,  and  more  dreadful, 
than  any  thing  Man  ever  felt,  or  can  conceive. 


LOOK  down,  O  God  of  all  Mercy,  on  this 
Land!  Open  our  eyes,  that  we  may  fee' thy 
Judgments  hanging  over  our  heads  and  ready  to 
fall  on  us !  Give  us  a  juft  fenfe  of  our  Guilt,  and 
Grace  to  amend  our  Lives;  and  let  our  timery 
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Repentance  make  us  fit  objects  of  thy  Mercy, 
and  prevent  the  deftfuction  of  our  Nation. 

Blefs  thy  Servant  our  King,  with  long  Life  and 
Peace.  Give  true  Wifdom  to  all  thofe.  who  have 
any  fhare  in  the  Government  of  our  Country ; 
that  they  may  fee  and  know,  that  neither  our 
own  Arm,  nor  our  own  Devices  can  fave  us  ; 
and  may  learn  to  look  up  to  Thee,  O  God  of 
Hoils,  for  Thine  almighty  Aid. 

Give  a  double  portion  of  thy  Spirit,  to  the 
Bimops  and  Paftors  of  thy  Church ;  that  they 
may  devote  themfelves  entirely  to  thy  Service; 
boldly  rebuke  Vice ;  and  by  their  Diligence  and 
Zeal,  by  the  Soundnefs  of  their  Doctrine  and 
Holinefs  of  their  Lives ;  may  turn  the  Hearts 
of  this  Nation,  from  the  Lufts  of  the  Flefh,  the 
Vanities  of  Life,  and  the  defire  of  earthly  Gain, 
to  the  Knowledge  and  Love  of  Thee  and  of  the 
Gofpelof  thy  Son. 

Grant  that  thofe,  to  whom  thou  haft  com- 
mitted Wealth,  or  Power,  or  Learning,  or  any 
ufefu!  Talents ;  may  ever  remember  from  whom 
they  received  them,  and  employ  them  for  the 

good 
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good  of  all ;  that  fo  they  may  give  in  their  ac- 
count with  joy  at  the  Jaft  Day. 

And,  finally,  we  befeech  .Thee,  to  make  us 
humble  and  peaceable,  fober  and  diligent,  juft 
and  merciful ;  pious  towards  Thee  our  God ;  loyal 
to  our  King,  obedient  to  our  Governors,  rel'pedt- 
ful  to  our  Superiors,  and  kind  and  affectionate  to 
all  Men :  That,  being  protected  by  thy  Almighty 
Power;  we  may  pafs  our  time  here  in  Peace 
and  Comfort ;  and  be  made  partakers  hereafter, 
of  eternal  Happinefs ;  through  the  Merits  and 
Interceffion  of  our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift-— And  let  every  true  Briton  fay, 

AMEN 
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SHOULD  any  one,  who  has  a  (hare  in  the 
Legiflature  or  Government  of  this  Land,  perufe 
thefe  Pages  ;  let  him  reflect  ferioufly  how  he  can 
anfwer  to  God  and  his  Country,  for  fitting  tame- 
ly by,  without  attempting  to  reprefs  thofe  grofs 
Crimes,  which,  if  fuffered  to  continue,  mufl 
bring  us  to  Definition.  If  he  wants  Refolution, 
he  is  unfit  for  his  Station.  Let  him  no  longer 
fear  the  Scoffs  of  a  few  impious  Wretches  ;  but 
uniting  with  other  ferious  and  active  Men ;  and 
avoiding  all  Heat  and  Enthufiafm  on  the  one 
hand,  and  all  Lukewarmnefs  and  Timidity  on 
the  other ;  let  them  confider  what  are  the  reign- 
ing Vices,  and  at  leafl  attempt  to  check  them. 

Adultery  rages  : — and,  whilft  our  Law  gives 
large  Damages  to  the  injured  Man9  no  Atone- 
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merit  whatever  is  made  to  our  injured  God  ! — 
nay,  both  He,  and  his  Law,  are  infulted :  for  the 
Adulterer  aud  Adulterefs  are  let  go  free,  and  arc 
even  allowed  to  enter  into  unholy  Wedlock.  By 
the  Jewifh  Law  (which  was  the  Law  of  God), 
they  were  both  to  die.  Under  the  pure  Chriftian 
Difpenfation,  fhall  they  not  only  efcape,  but  be 
put  on  a  level  with  the  Virtuous  ?  Surely  the, 
Woman,  at  leaft,  ought  to  be  marked  with  iome 
perfonal  Infamy ;  and  in  no  cafe  be  permitted  to 
marry  again. 

Gaming,  though  not  perhaps  fo  direct  an  Infult 
*o  God,  is  no  lefs  pernicious  in  its  effects. — It 
feems  to  defy  the  exifting  Laws,  and  therefore 
calls  for  new  ones. 

"  Becaufe  of  Swearing,  the  Land  mourneth." 
— "  Swear  not  at  all." — "  Above  all  things,  my 
Brethren,  fwear  not." — Such  are  the  fhrong  ex- 
preflions  of  our  Sacred  Code.  How  then  can  we 
hope  to  be  excufed  or  pardoned,  when  we  mul- 
tiply Oaths  by  every  new  Law.,  till  they  are  be- 
come almoft  Words  of  Courfe  -}  and  have  loft  all 
that  Reverence  which  was  formerly  annexed  to 
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fhein;  and  without  which,  they  can  only  in- 
creale  our  Condemnation. 

A  Cuftom-houfe  Oath  is  already  proverbial, 
and  a  Tax  Oath  is  in  great  danger  of  becoming 
fo.  Were  no  Oath  adminiflered,  but  in  a  public 
Court,  by  the  Judge  himfelf,  and  with  the  utmofl 
poffible  folemnityj  it  would,  imprefs  both  the 
Witn<*fs  and  the  Audience  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  its 
awful  nature.  In  all  other  cafes,  the  figning  a 
Declaration  of  the  truth  of  the  evidence  given» 
and  thejuftnefs  of  thePunifhmenttobe  incurred 
if  it  prove  falfe  ;  would  be  far  more  decent,  and 
at  leafl  as  effectual,  as  the  Oath  now  adminiflered. 

'*  Remember  the  Sabbath  Day,  to  keep  it 
HOLY." — "  In  it  thou  (halt  not  do  any  Work  ; 
Thou  nor  thy  Son,  nor  thy  Daughter,  thy  Man 
iervant,  nor  thy  Maid  fervant,  nor  thy  Cattle.'* 
— ' «  Whofoever  doth  any  Work  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  he  (hall  furely  be  put  to  Death" — Such  is 
God's  Law.  But  what  is  our  Practice  ?  Look 
at  our  Streets  and  Roads ;  and  fee  them  crowded, 
not  merely  with  the  Carriages  of  the  Great,  but 
with  Stages  full  of  Travellers,  and  Waggons 
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loaded  with  Goods,  Surely  when  we  are  dif- 
trefied  for  new  Taxes,  a  heavy  Sunday  Toll 
might  be  laid  throughout  the  Ifland  ;  to  check 
at  leaft,  if  we  will  not  prohibit,  the  gro'fs  pro- 
fanation of  the  Lord's  Day,  that  fertile  fource  of 
Immorality.  And  if  no  Public  Houfes,  except 
Inns  on  great  Roads,  were  fuffered  to  be  open  oa 
Sundays,  it  would  prevent  fome  Murders,-  maay 
Robberies^  and  infinite  Mifchief. 


IF  any  Perfon  fhould  be  inclined  to  think  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Things  in  this  Country  not  fuch 
as  to  warrant  the  Anxiety  and  Alarm  exprerTed 
in  the  preceding  Pages :  let  him  read  attentively 
the  following  Extracts  from  the  Writings  of  two 
of  the  ableft  and  beft  men  of  our  Age -,  and, 
having  fo  done,  let  him  confider  the  Events 
which  have  fmce  happened,  and  the  Alteration 
which  has  fmce  taken  place  in  our  National 
Principles  and  Morals  -}  and  then  fay— What 
their  Sentiments  would  now  be  ? 

**  Seldom 
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*'  Seldom  any  State  is  ruined,  but  there  affi 
evident  Signals  and  Prefages  of  it.  In  general* 
without  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  it  is  no  difficult 
matter  to  percieve  when  Cities  and  Kingdoms 
are  tending  towards  their  final  Period  and 
Diflblution.  There  are  as  certain  Tokens 
and  Symptoms  of  a  Confumprion  and  De- 
cay in  the  Body  Politic,  as  in  the  Body 
Natural.  I  would  not  prefage  ill  to  my 
Country ;  but,  when  we  conlider  the  many 
heinous  and  prefumptuous  Sins  of  this  Nation ; 
the  Licentioufnefs,  and  Violation  of  all  Order 
and  Difcipline ;  the  daring  infolence  of  Robbers 
and  Smugglers,  in  open  defiance  of  all  Law  and 
Juftice  i  the  Factions  and  Divifions  ;  the  Vena- 
lity and  Corruption,  the  Avarice  and  Profuiion 
of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  among  us ;  the  total 
want  of  Public  Spirit,  and  ardent  paffion  for  pri- 
vate ends  and  mterefts ;  the  Luxury  and  Gaming 
and  Diflblutenefs  in  high  Life,  and  the  Lazi- 
nefs  and  Drunkennefs  and  Debauchery  in  low 
Life  ;  and  above  all,  that  barefaced  ridicule  of 
all  Virtue  and  Decency;  and  that  fcandalous 
Neglect,  and  I  wiih  I  could  not  fay  Contempt  of 


all  public  Worfliip  and  Religion  : — When  we 
confider  thefe  things,  thefe  Signs  of  the  Times, 
the  ftouteft  and  moft  fanguine  of  us  all  muft 
tremble  at  the  natural  and  probable  confequences 
of  them.  God  give  us  Grace,  that  we  may 
know,  at  haft,  in  this  our  day,  the  things  which 
belong  unto  our  Peace.,  before  they  are  hid  from 
our  eyes.  Never  may  fuch  blind nefs  happen  to 
us  as  befell  the  Jews ;  but  may  wefeek  the  Lord 
'while  lie  may  be  found \  and  call  upon  him  while  he 
is  near ;  and  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
have  mercy  upon  us,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon" — Bi/hop  Newton,  on  the  Pw- 
fhecies,  Vol.  II.  p.  239. 

"  If  you  behold  a  Nation  diftinguimed  by 
Irreligion  and  Contempt  of  Things  Sacred ;  by 
Licentioufnefs,  Faction,  Luxury,  Diffipation, 
and  Effeminacy ;  be  allured  that,  without  a 
Reformation,  and  a  return  to  firft  principles,  the 
Conqueft  of  that  Nation  by  fome  other  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  feaiible  every  day;  the 
fame  Vices,  which  provoke  Divine  Vengeance, 
preparing  the  way  for  its  execution.  Suck 
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tvere  the  characteriftics  of  the  ancient  Pedple  df 
God,  in  the  times  preceding  their  feveral  capti- 
vities. Such  was  the  cafe,  when  the  old  Affy- 
rian  Empire  periilied  with  Sardanapalus  >  when 
Babylon  was  furprized  by  Cyrus ;  when  Darius 
was  overthrown  by  Alexander  ;  when  Greece 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  Romans ;  when 
thefe  lafl  were  overwhelmed  by  the  Northern- 
Nations,  and  when  Constantinople  was  taken 
by  the  Turks.  Every  man,  who  has  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  Country  at  heart,  fhould  very  feri- 
oufly  confider,  how  far  thefe  Tokens  are  to  be 
found  upon  ourfelves  ;  and  what  can  be  done  to 
prevent  the  .  ."breading  of  the  Infection  j 

and  to  eradicate  the  feeds  of  the  Diforder." 

Bijhop  Home's  Sixteen  Sermons,  page  162. 


THE    END. 
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AN    ADDRESS, 


GENTLEMEN, 

A.T  this  important  Crifis.,  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  recall  to  your  minds  the  circumftances 
which  occafioned  thofe  apprehenfions  that  im- 
pelled you  to  aflbciate,  in  defence  of  all  that 
Englifhmen — of  the  Old  School — hold  dear,  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  year  1792.  At  that  me- 
morable period,  the  new  doctrines  which  had 
fprung  up  in  France,  had  been  induftrioufly  cir- 
culated throughout  the  various  States  of  Europe, 
with  a  view  to  prepare  the  general  deftruftion  of 
all  exifting  eftablifhments,  both  civil  and  religious. 
The  Apoftles  of  Liberty  and  Equality  were  busily 

B  employed 
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employed  in  procuring  converts  j  their  mifiionaries 
were  widely  difperfed  j  their  Creed  was  tranflated 
by  Legiflative  Authority  into  all  languages  j  formal 
Decrees  were,  foon  after,  pafied  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  France,  holding  out  temptation  to  rebel- 
lion, and  offering  afliflance,  to  all  who  would  rife 
up  againft  the  lawful  Government  of  their  Coun- 
try in  every  part  of  the  globe ;  the  minds  of  men 
were  deranged ;  the  firmed  bonds  of  fociety  were 
loofened  j  Vice  flood  erect  in  the  tottering  tempk 
of  Religion;  Immorality  openly  difplayed  her 
hideous  front  j  and  it  feemed,  in  fhort,  as  if,  the 
Providence  of  the  Almighty  being  fufpended, 
t{  Cheats  would  not  on lyju file  private  men  out  of 
their  rights,  but  unhinge  States,  and  run  all  into 
confufion."*  Such  was  the  general  afp€<5b  of 
things ;  an  afpeft,  it  mufl  be  confefTed,  well  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  in 
every  real  friend  of  mankind. 

Englifhmen,  of  courfe,  could  not  fail  to  deplore, 
in  common  with  the  well-dtfpofed  inhabitants  of 
every  other  nation,  a  flate  of  things  that  threat* 

•  Ray  on  the  Creation, 

encd 


ened  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  diffolution  of  the 
focial  fyftem.     It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
alone,  who  had  ever   fignalized  their  virtue  and 
their  prowefs  in  oppofing  an  effectual  barrier  to 
the  inroads  of  Gallic  ambition,  which,  but  for 
their  interference,  mud  have  long  before  fhaken, 
if  not deftroyed,  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe — 
that  balance  which  the  wifeft  and  moft  virtuous 
Statefmen  of  this  country  have  ever  deemed  it  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to   preferve — would    be 
exempted  from   the  general  danger.     The  men 
who  had  ufurped   the    reins    of  Government  in 
France  wifely  judging  from  the  pad  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  Cabinet,  at  various  periods  of  our  hrftory, 
that  they  would  not  be  differed  quietly  to  execute- 
thofe  deftructive  fchemes  of  aggrandizement,  which 
conftituted  the  ultimate  end  of  their  new  fyftem  ot 
policy,  had  refolved  to  atchieve,  by  every  poffible 
means,  .the  deftruftion  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution, 
which  they  well  knew  to  be  the  bed  fafeguard  of 
Britifli  Independence,  and  the  fureft  fupport  of 
Britilh  power  and  profperity.     The  mod  authentic; 
documents  exift  to  prove,  that  fuch  was  their  fixed 
determination,  long  before  the  declaration  of  wars 
if  their  plan  could  be  effected  without  proceeding 
B  2  to 


to  open  hostilities,  they  would  rejoice  in  the  faci- 
lity of  their  means ;  but  there  was  no  facrifice 
which  they  were  not  fully  prepared  to  make,  in 
order  to  infure  its  fuccefs.  Accordingly,  their 
emifiaries  in  England  had  orders  to  foment  that 
fpirit  of  difafTection,  which  is  afiuredly  to  be  found 
in  every  country,  among  a  certain  defcription  ©f 
men, — the  turbulent,  the  profligate,  the  needy, 
and  the  vain.  Ambition,  when  it  takes  a  right 
direction,  makes  many  an  ufeful  fubject ;  when,  as 
it  is  too  commonly  the  cafe,  it  afiumes  a  wrong 
bias,  it  forms  many  a  factious  demagogue.  There 
happened,  at  this  period,  to  be  more  vain  and 
ambitious  men  in  the  wrong  than  in  the  right  path. 
Hence  the  Gallic  miflionaries  found  their  tafk  not 
fo  difficult  of  accompli fhment,  as  they  might  na- 
turally have  imagined : — at  leaft,  they  found  no 
inconfiderable  numbers  ready  to  enlift  under  their 
banners,  and,  to  ufe  their  own  miferable  jargon, 
a  la  hauteur  de  la  Revolution. 

Thefe  Choice  Spirits,  who  were  truly  worthy  of 

admifiion  into  that  Pandemonium  of  which  Rober- 

• 

fpierre  and  Marat  were  the  prefiding  deities,  fpee- 
collected  their  legions  -,    feditious   Societies 

openly 
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openly  aflembled  in  different  parts  of  the  country; 
harangues  of  the  mod  inflammatory  nature  were 
delivered  by  their  orators,  ftationary  and  itinerant ; 
that  Conftitutlon  and  form  of  Government  which 
had  been  a  juft  object  of  applaufe  and  felf-gratu- 
lation  to  the  fober,  the  wife,  and  the  virtuous 
part  of  the  community,  while  they  had  been  ad- 
mired and  envied  by  fuch  foreigners  as  had  the 
fenfe  to  appreciate,  and  the  candour  to  acknow- 
ledge, their  tranfcendant  bleflings,  were  bafely  re- 
viled, and  publickly  proclaimed  to  be  radically 
defective ;  the  advantages  of  a  Government  with- 
out King  or  Parliament  were  dilplayed  in  language 
adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  vulgar,  and  fupported 
by  arguments  fuited  to  their  capacity ;  the  non- 
fenfical  doctrine  of  the  imprjjfcriptible  Rights  of 
Man  was  reprefented  as  the  m  -plus  ultra  of  po- 
litical wifdomj  and  the  impracticable  fyftem  of 
French  Liberty  and  Equality  > — a  fyftem  which  has 
conftituted  the  bafis  of  a  tyranny,  the  moft  exten- 
live  and  the  moft  difgufting  of  any  recorded  in 
hiftory,— - was  ftated  to  be  the  acme  of  political 
perfection. — Deputies  were  felected  from  the  dif- 
ferent focieties  to  carry  the  congratulations  of 
B  3  their 
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their  members  to  the  regicidal  upftarts  -at  Paris, 
on  the  abolition  of  monarchy,  and  the  confequent 
violation  of  their  moft  folemn  oaths.  The  lan- 
guage and  fpirit  of  the  various  addrefles  and 
fpeeches  delivered  on  this  occaiTion  were  fubftan- 
tially  the  famej  and  it  is  impoffible  to  draw  any 
other  inference  from  the  perufal  of  them,  than, 
that  the  parties  from  whom  they  proceeded,  were 
anxious  to  witnefs  a  fimilar  Revolution  in  Eng- 
land, and  refolved  to  promote  it  by  all  practicable 
means.  The  anfwers  given  by  the  Prefident  of 
the  Convention  demonftrate,  beyond  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  doubt,  that  fuch  was  the  fenfe  in  which  they 
were  received  by  that  aflembly ;  and,  indeed,  no 
other  interpretation  could  they  bear. 

It  was  on  a  deliberate  view  of  thefe  circumftan- 
ecsfo  truly  alarming,  that  the  Conftitution  was  con- 
cluded to  be  expofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger, 
to  avert  which,  you  refolved  to  unite  your  efforts, 
and  to  form  afibciations  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Every  fpecies  of  calumny  and  party-malice  has  been 
exhaufted  in  the  bafe  endeavour  tocaft  an  odium  on 
thefe  meetings,  and  to  mifreprefent  their  objedV 
to  the  public.  The  members  experienced  the 

fame 
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« 

fame  kind  of  abnfe  from  the  difaffected  which  had 
been  prcvioufly  lavifhed  on  the  Conftitution  itfelf. 
—The  appellations  of  Placemen  and  Penfioners, 
Spies  and  Informers,  were  beftowed  on  them  in 
all  the  feditious  clubs,  in  the  numerous  periodical 
publications  devoted  to  their  fervice,  and  even  in 
the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament,  by  degene- 
rate fenators,  who  either  forwarded  their  views, 
or  fought  to  render  them  the  inftruments  of  their 
own  elevation.  The  aflbciators  were  faid  to  have 
eftablifhed  a  kind  of  political  inquifition,  with  a 
view  to  difFufe  a  general  fpirit  of  miftruft,  and  to 
cxercife  a  rigorous  perfecution  foreign  from  the 
mild  tenour  of  Britifh  Jurifprudence.  But,  for- 
tunately, thefe  calumnies  were  too  grofs  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  public  at  the  time,  when  your  decla- 
rations were  either  immediately  before  them  or 
frefh  in  their  recollection;  and  the  regifters  of 
your  proceedings  flill  atteft  the  purity  of 
your  intentions,  the  rectitude  of  your  conduct, 
and  give  the  lie  to  the  infmuations  and  affertions 
of  your  enemies.  Thefe  clearly  demonftrate, 
that  the  object  of  your  afibciations  was  not  to  in- 
novate upon  the  Conftitutioni  but  to  prevent  inno- 

2  4  vation. 
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vation  from  the  violent  interpofition  of  a  mil- 
guided  populace ;  not  to  give  new  powers  to  tho 
exifting  authorities,  but  merely  to  fecure  to  thema 
by  legal  co-operation,  the  free  exercife  of  the 
powers  which  they  already  enjoyed ;  not  to  in- 
fringe upon  the  laws  of  the  realm,  but  to  reftrain 
that  licentious  Ipirit  which  aimed  at  the  fubverfion 
of  all  laws.  In  fhort  your  object  was  not  to  alter 
but  to  preferue ;  and  the  memorable  declaration 
of  your  early  anceftors  might,  with  extreme  pro- 
priety, have  been  adopted  by  you  as  a  motto — 

NOLUMUS    LEGES    ANGLIC   MUTARI. To  effect 

this  laudable,  this  truly  patriotic  purpofe,  you 
carneftly,  and,  thank  Heaven !  efficacioufly,  la- 
boured to  counteract  the  unprincipled  exertions 
of  the  difaffected  to  corrupt  and  poifon  the  public 
mind;  the  Prefs,  which  had  been  employed  to, 
atchieve  the  deftruction  of  the  Gallic  Monarchy, 
and  which  had  been  ufed  by  the  Republican  and 
Levelling  Party  for  producing  the  fame  end  in 
Great  Britain,  attracted  your  attention ;  and  you 
judicioufly  converted  the  Stream  of  Democracy 
jnto  a  Current  of  Loyalty.  By  fuch  conduct,  fac 
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fk>m  deftroying,  you  virtually  fecured,  the  confti- 
tutional  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

It  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  that,  in  the 
accomplifhment  of  this  plan,  you  would  incur  the 
inveterate  enmity  of  all  thofe  whofe  views  your 
efforts  were  calculated  to  counteract  j  and  that, 
long  after  thefe  efforts  had  ceafed  to  Operate,  that 
enmity  would  continue  to  aft  with  undiminifhed 
force.  But  in  the  mean  time  you  had  the  heart- 
felt fatisfaction  of  perceiving  the  extenfive  good 
which  you  had  effected,  and  of  feeing  your  fer- 
vices  rewarded  by  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  the  only  part  of  the  Community  whofe  appro- 
bation you  could  wifh  to  deferve.  Having  fuc- 
cefsfully  ftemmed  the  Tide  of  Treafon  and  Re- 
bellion, imparted  vigour  to  the  Laws,  and  fta- 
bility  to  the  Government,  you  retired  from  the 
public  Theatre  on  which  your  Loyalty  had  been 
exhibited,  and  returned  to  your  refpective  fitua- 
tions  in  fociety,  there  to  enforce  by  private  ex- 
ample the  precepts  which  you  had  publicly  fought 
to  inculcate.  Previous  to  the  fufpenfion  of  your 
labours,  however,  you  proclaimed  to  the  world 
your  determination  to  refume  them  whenever  the 

circumftances 


circum  fiances  of  the  times  fhould.  require  a  re- 
newal of  your  exertions. 

No  fooner  had  your  meetings  ceafed,  than  your 
enemies, — who  are  fmgularly  expert  in  this  ipe- 
cies  of  party-manoeuvring, — had  again  recourfe 
to  that  kind  of  invective,  which  they  have,  duririg 
the  prefer,  v'c'onteft,  invariably  employed  to  black- 
en the  firft  and  faireft  characters  in  the  country. 
They  feem  to  pofiefs,  in  an  ample  degree,  that 
kind  of  knowledge  to  which  CAMILLE  JORDAN 
alludes,  when  he  obferves,  "  Who  does  not  know 
(( that  there  is  no  lie  fo  grofs,  bur,  if  advanced 
€t  with  boldnefs,  and  repeated  with  obilinacy,  ob- 
<c  tains  fome  credit  in  the  end  ?''  The  fame  idea. 
is  thus  exprelTed  in  the  more  refined  phrafeology 
of  that  ittuftrious  Jlatefwcm,  Mr.  ERSKINE  : — . 
**  Time  has  now  placed  in  the  frnde  the  argu- 
**  mems  by  which  Vifdom  triumphed:  they  are 
**  there  only  viewed  by  learning  and  retirement, 
"  which  enables  cowardice  and  folly,  by  artifices 
"  formerly  defeated,  the  eaiier  to  impofe  upon  a 
•'  bufy  or  an  unthinking  world." — It  has  been 
Cad,  that  wherever  a  great  deal  of  dirt  is  thrown, 
ibme  part  of  it  muft  necefiarily  ftick^  In  the  pre^ 

fent; 
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fent  inftarice  it  has  recoiled  on  thole  who  threw  it; 
although  it  is  certain,  that  the  party  have  left  no- 
thing untried  to  deprive  the  members  of  the  affb- 
ciations  of  that  popularity  which  they  had  acquired 
in  the  mod  honourable  manner;  not  by  flattering, 
like  the  demagogues  of  ancient  and  of  modern 
times,  the  prejudices  and  all  the  bad  pafllons  of 
the  people ;  not  by  urging  them  to  the  aflertion  of 
imaginary  rights ; — but  by  feeking  to  impofe  re* 
ftraints  on  their  licentioufnefs,  by  reminding  them 
that  they  were  fubjecls  as  well  as  men,  that  they 
were  anfwerable  to  laws  religious  and  civil ;  and 
by  ftimulating  them  to  a  vigorous  and  beneficial 
difcharge  of  their  duties.  Popularity,  obtained 
by  fuch  means,  is  a  badge  of  diftinction  which 
may  juftly  conftitute  the  pride  of  any  body  of  in- 
dividuals; and  if  any  part  of  it  had  been  loft, 
which  happily  is  not  the  cafe,  the  difgrace  would 
have  attached  to  thofe  who  withdrew  it,  and  not 
to  thofe  from  whom  it  had  been  withdrawn. 

One  bad  confequence,  however,  refulted  from 
the  extraordinary  fuccefs  of  your  efforts.  It  taught 
you  to  confider  an  enemy  as  annihilated,  who  was 
pnly  reduced  to  a  compulfory  Hate  of  inactivity ; 

it 
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it  rendered  you  blind  to  the  true  character  of  the 
foe  whom  you  had  recently  encountered ;  it  in- 
duced you  to  entertain  the  erroneous,  and  mofl 
dangerous,  idea,  that  he  was  capable  of  being  rea- 
foned  into  an  abandonment  of  his  principles,  or, 
at  lead,  that,  being  once  completely  vanquifhed, 
he  would  never  feek  to  rally,  but  give  up  the  com- 
bat in  defpair.  A  fuppofition  of  this  kind  is  to- 
tally incompatible  with  the  nature  of  Jacobinifm, 
of  which  turbulence  forms  an  eflfential  ingredient; 
it  is,  therefore,  all  vigilance,  all  activity ;  defeat  it 
in  one  (hape,  it  fprings  up  in  another ;  its  channels 
are  as  numerous  as  they  are  tortuous  j  the  infidi- 
oufnefs  of  its  wiles  is  at  leaft  equal  to  the  extent 
of  its  defperation  j  and  its  addrefs,  in  eluding  de- 
tection, is  only  exceeded  by  the  daring  profligacy 
difplayed  in  the  purfuit  of  its  object ;  it  will  even 
aflame  the  mafk  of  loyalty,  when  calculated  to 
retrieve  a  loft  character,  or  to  promote  its 
prefent  intereft.  Of  this  truth  be  perfuaded — 

yOU    MUST    EITHER     DESTROY    IT,    OR.    IT  WILL 

DESTROY  YOU.  But,  in  order  to  effect  its  deftruc- 
tion,  you  mull  rouze  yourfelves  from  that  ftate  of 
fupinene(s,  in  which  you  have  now  remained  for 
the  long  period  of  five  years.  To  the  activity  of 

your 
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your  foe,  you  muft  oppofe  fuperlor  activity ;  to 
his  energy,  fuperior  energy ;  to  his  vigour,  fupe- 
rior  vigour;  by  fuch  means  alone,  can  conqueft 
be  fecured. — You  are  thus  impelled  by  the  para- 
mount principle  of  felf-prefervation,  as  well 
as  by  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  duty  to  your  country, 
to  redeem  the  pledge  given  at  the  time,  when  your 
meetings  were  fufpertded,  by  re-aflembling  when- 
ever it  can  be  proved  to  you  that  the  lituation  of 
public  affairs  requires  your  interference.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
defame  you  were  intended  to  prevent  you  from 
re-affembling.  But,  to  ufe  Camille  Jordan's  ex- 
preflion — "  If  the  liar  prove  victorious,  what  ad- 
ditional arguments  does  his  triumph  afford!" — It 
becomes  you,  then,  to  defeat  his  machinations ; 
and  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you,  as 
briefly  as  may  be,  thofe  reafons  which  induce  me 
to  think  that  the  time  for  the  redemption  of  your 
pledge  is  arrived. 

It  has  before  been  obferved,  that  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1792,  the  French,  by  their 
reception  of  delegates  from  feditious  clubs  in  this 
country,  as  well  as  by  their  Legiflative  decrees,  ma-. 

tution, 
5. 


nifefted  a  fixed  intention  of  overturning  our  confti- 
tudon,  and  fubftituting  in  its  place,  an  Anarchical 
Government,  formed  after  the  model  of  COLLOT 
D'HERBOIS'S  novel  production.  DELENDA  EST 
CARTHAGO,  as  applied  to  England,  continued  to 
be  the  topic  of  all  their  public  declamations ;  and, 
though  their  threats  excited  lefs  attention,  while 
their  arms  were  unfuccefsful,  it'  is  a  fact,  which  ad- 
mits of  eafy  demonftration,  that,  from  that  period  to 
the  prefent  time,  it  has  been  the  unvaried  object  of 
every  fucceffive  party  which  have  holden  the  reins 
of  Government  in  France,  not  only  to  deftroy  our 
trade,  commerce,  and  maritime  confequence,  but 
to  effect  a  complete  revolution  in  Great  Britain, 
on  French  principles.  Thofe  men,  therefore, 
argue  upon  miftaken  grounds,  who  infer,  from  the 
prefent  conduct  of  France,  that  fhe  has  altered  her 
plan  of  proceedings,  and,  inflated  by  fuccefs,  has 
conceived  projects  of  felf-aggrandizement  and 
foreign  deftruction,  which  configured  no  part  of 
her  originabdefigns.  I  have  documents  before  me, 
•which  prove  that,  fo  early  as  the  commencement  of 
1793,  the  regular  and  fyftematic  plan  for  abolifli- 
ing  alLexifting  inftitutions  and  governments,  and 
for  revolutionizing  all  the  neighbouring  countries, 
o  was 


'7     1 

was  formed;  and  the -fmalleft  attention  to  fuhfe- 
quent  events  will  fuffice  to  Ihew  that  they  have 
regularly  and  univerfally  acted  upon  that  plan, 
wherever  their  arms  or  their  principles  have  pre- 
vailed. Trace  the  debates  of  their  different  Le- 
giflative  Bodies,  and  you  will  find  that  fcarcely  a 
month  has  elapfed,  during  the  laft  five  or  fix  years, 
without  fome  violent  denunciation  of  vengeance 
againft  the  Conftitution  and  independence  of  Bri- 
tons. 

If  I  be  not  miftakec,  the  defign  of  deftroying 
the  Britifh  Monarchy  originated  with  BRISSOT, 
and  was  conceived  at  a  period  antecedent  to  the 
declaration  of  war.  I  have  alfo  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  was  immediately  imparted  to  a  perfon  juts 
this  country,  whofe  fentiments  on  the  fubje£t  it  is 
not  for  me  to  devine.  It  was  the  intention  of 
BRISSOT  and  his  afibciates  to  form  one  uniteti 
federative  Republic  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
— but  their  plan  was  altered  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  which,  in  purfuance  of  the  advice 
of  certain  Hibernian  Patriots,  determined  to  make 
Ireland,  a  feparate  ftate.  The  Directory;,  in  their 
turn,  have  improved  upon  the  fcheme  of  their  pre- 

deceflars, 
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deceflbrs,  and  have  pofitively  decreed,  that  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  mall  form  three  dif*- 
tinct  and  Independent  Republics. 

The  intimation  which  I  now  give  of  the  views, 
the  defigns,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
Directory,  I  have  derived  from  a  fource  which 
never  yet  has  deceived  me ;  whatever  degree  of 
credit,  therefore,  others  may  be  difpofed  to  give 
it,  I  muft  believe  it  to  be  authentic ;  it  certainly 
correfponds  with  their  paft  conduct,  and  with 
their  recent  declarations ;  and  is,  at  leaft,  entitled 
to  your  moft  ferious  attention. 

As  the  five  Tyrants  of  France  have  anticipated 
the  conqueft  of  thefe  countries,  it  is  but  natural 
that,  after  providing  them  with  a  Government 
fimilar  to  their  own,  they  mould,  by  a  difplay  of 
the  fame  kindnefs  which  they  have  evinced  towards 
other  fubjugated  States,  furnifh  them  with  a  Di- 
rectory and  a  complete  fet  of  Minifters. — A  lift  of 
thefe,  fuch  as  I  have  received  it,  and  I  firmly  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  faithful  copy,  as  /ar  as  it  goes, 
of  the  original  prepared  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, I  here  fubjoin. 
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PAINE* 

TOOKE, 

SHARPS, 

THELWALL> 

LANSDOWNX — a-la-Serbelloni.  * 

EASTE    -  -     /Minifter  for  the  .Foreign  Depart* 

.    ment. 
WAITHMAN,      Minifter  of  Finance. 

COOPER  /Minifter  for  the  Home  Depart* 

ment. 

TIERNEY,  —     Minifter  of  Juftice. 
TARLETON,  -     Minifter  of  War. 
HARDY,  -  -  -     Minifter  of  Police. 
J.  B.  RUSSEL,\  Minifters  of  the  Marine  Depart^ 

JAMES,  *  ment 

COOMBE, Firft  Mayor  of  the  Commonalty, 

STANHOPE,    -     AmbafTador  to  Paris. 

*  Serbelloni  is  the  name  of  a  Milanefe  Nobleman,  who« 
imitating  the  conduct,  and  unwarned  by  the  example,  of  fome 
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'THE  IRISH  DIRECTORS 

NAPPER  TANDY, 
ROGER  O'CONNOR, 
EDWARD  FITZGERALD, 
HAMILTON  ROWAN. 

(I  omit,  for  the  frefent,  the  fifth  name,  from 
motives  which  even  the  ranked  Jacobin  in  the 
country  muft  refpeft.) 

Two- 

perfons  of  the  fame  rank  in  France,  favoured  the  plan  of  the 
French  to  revolutionize  his  country ;  and,  as  a  reward  for  his 
fervices,  was  appointed  Ambaffador  from  the  Cifalpine  Repub- 
lic to  the  French  Directory.  But  when  BUONAPARTE  began 
to  mould  the  new  Italian  couftitution  a  la  Frai^aife,  ftanding 
in  need  of  SERBELLONI'S  affiftance,  he  made  him  one  of  the 
Directory ;  but  not  finding  him  fo  pliant  in  that  fituation,  nor 
quite  fo  devoted  to  the  will  of  the  French  as  he  could  wifti,  and 
having,  moreover,  derived  what  affiftance  he  had  expected  from 
him,  he  ordered  him  to  refign  his  newly-acquired  dignity,  and 
to  refume  his  former  ftation  at  Paris.  He  found,  however,  the 
fituation  already  occupied  by  a  man,  who  gave  fuch  fatisfaftion 
to  the  prevailing  fadion,  that  they  would  not  confent  to  lofe 
him  j  and  */  frvero  &erb<llmi  was,  in  conference,  fent,  in 

honourable 


Two-and-twenty  names  were  propofed  as  Mi- 
nifters,  but  none  had  been  fixed  upon.  Probably 
the  number  of  candidates  encreafed  the  difficulty 
of  decifion. 


?HE  SCOTCH  DIRECTORS 

MUIR, 

SINCLAIR, 

CAMERON; 

LAUDERDALE,I     pro  tempore—z-lz 

SEMPLE,  •*          Serbelloni. 

FERGUSON,  ./Minifter  for  the  Foreign  Depart- 

ment. 
MACLEOD,  -  -    Minuter  of  Wan 

CAMPBELL,     /Minifter  of  ^  Marine  Depart- 
ment. 

The  other    Minifters  for  Scotland  were  ap- 
pointed, but  their  names  I  have  not  received. 

honourable  exile,  to  Rajladt. — His  next  removal  may  poffibly 
be  to  Cayenne,  which  ieems  to  be  the  general  receptacle  for 
patriots  in  difgrace. — The  fate  of  this  man,  and  the  ftill  more 
deplorable  fate  of  many  noblemen  in  France,  who,  forgetful  at 
once  of  their  duty  and  their  intereft,  adopted  revolutionary 
principles,  may  ferve  as  an  ufeful  leflbn  to  men  of  rank,  in  other 
countries, 

c  2  This 
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This  lift,  as  I  before  ftated,  has  been  in  my  pof- 
feffion  feveral  weeks  j  I  did  not  receive  it  from 
any  perfon  connected  with  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment j  but  immediately  from  the  continent;  and 
I  might  poflibly  not  have  publifhed  it  now,  but  for 
the  kind  of  defiance  lately  thrown  out  by  a  paper 
in  the  pay  of  Oppofition,  the  conductor  of  which, 
having  heard  of  its  circulation  <f  in  the  upper  cir- 
cles," modeftly  ftated  it  to  be  "  fo  abfurd  a  fa- 
brication, and  of  fo  calumnious  a  tendency,  that 
the  particulars  would  be  too  libellous  for  the  prefs 
to  admit,  and  too  ridiculous  for  any  credulity  to 
endure."  The  proper  comment  on  this  declara- 
tion has  been  already  made,  but  if  it  be  meant  to 
be  maintained  that  the  lift  in  queftion  is  an  Eng- 
lifh  fabrication,.  I  take  upon  myfelf  to  affirm  that 
fuch  an  afiertion  is  a  direct  falfhood. 

The  wifh  to  create  a  general  difbelief  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  fuch  a  paper  can  only  arife  from  one 
of  two  caufes — From  a  defire  to  ferve  the  French 
by  inducing  the  people  of  England  to  believe  that 
they  have  no  intention  of  deftroying  their  liberties 
and  their  laws,  and  thereby  to  lull  them  into  a  falfe 
fccurityi  or  elfe  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  per- 

ibns, 


c  43  j 

fons,  whofe  names  it  has  pleafed  the  Dire&ory  to 
infcribe  on  the  lift,  will  be  fuppofed  by  the  public 
to  have  been  privy  to  their  defigns,  and  confe- 
quently  to  have  maintained  a  traiterous  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  enemy.  The  firft  motive  to  action, 
bafe  as  it  is,  has  been  fo  manifeftly  difplayed  by  the 
party  writers,  during  the  whole  progrefs  .of  the 
French  Revolution,  that  any  apology  for  the  im- 
putation would  probably  be  confidered  as  an  in- 
fult  by  thofe  to  whom  it  would  be  addrefied.  But 
as  to  the  apprehenfion  which  I  have  noticed,  they 
may  make  themfelves  perfectly  eafy  on  that  head, 
for  no  fuch  inference  can  be  drawn  from  a  perufal 
of  the  lifts.  In  order,  however,  to  prevent  all 
mifreprefentations  on  the  fubject,  I  openly  difclaim 
the  moft  diftant  intention  of  imputing  to  the  par- 
ties concerned,  that  is  to  fuch  of  them  as  are  refi- 
dent  in  this  country,  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  the 
honour  intended  them  by  the  Gallic  Directory. 
Several  of  the  names  are  wholly  unknown  to  me ; 
and  fuch  of  them,  as  I,  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
the  public,  am  acquainted  with,  are,  from  th^r 
known  loyalty,  from  their  zealous  attachment  to 
the  laws  and  government  of  their  country,  from 

c  3  their 
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their  anxious  efforts  to  repel  the  threatened  inva- 
fion  of  the  common  enemy,  and  from  their  inex- 
hauftible  fund  of  true  Britifti  patriotifm,  fo  far 
above  all  fufpicions  of  difarTe&ion,  that  no  view, 
no  project,  no  wifh  hoftile  to  the  real  interefts  of 
the  Britifh  empire  can  pofTibly  be  imputed  to 
them. 

My  object,  in  the  publication  of  this  curious  lift, 
is  to  fhew,  in  the  firft  place,  what  falfe,  yet  dange- 
rous, impreffions  the  conduct  and  language  of  the 
Oppofition  in  this  country,  during  the  war,  have 
enabled  the  French  Directory  to  make  upon  the 
minds  of  the  wretched  people  over  whom  they 
are  permitted  to  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;*  and,  fe- 
condly,  to  difplay  the  real  defigns  of  our  enemy,  in 
a  ftrong,  but  true,  point  of  view.  To  fober-minded 
Englifhmen,  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  confi- 

*  This  was  the  motive  which  induced  me  to  infert,  in  my  firft 
letter  to  Mr.  Erikine,  a  tranflation  of  fome  paflages  from  a  French 
play,  performed  and  publiihed  under  the  fpecific  fanftion  of  the 
Government,  in  which  the  author  reprefented  the  leading  mem. 
bers  of  Oppofition,  as  Jacobins,  not  merely  in  drefs,  but  in  prin- 
ciple, and  as  employed  in  the  depofition  of  their  Sovereign,  and 
the  eflabliihment  of  a  Republic. 

der 


der  a  fuitable  education,  a  certain  dignity  of  mind, 
and  appropriate  habits  of  life,  as  indifpenfable  qua- 
lifications in  all  candidates  for  important  employ- 
ments in  the  State,  fuch  a  lift  as  the  above,  may, 
perhaps,  appear  better  calculated  to  excite  ineffa- 
ble contempt  than  to  merit  ferious  attention.  But, 
from  the  motley  mixture  of  peribnages,  felected 
for  the  compofition  of  thedifferent  adminiftrations, 
no  inference,  unfavourable  to  the  probability,  much 
lefs  to  the  authenticity  of  the  lifts,  can  be  drawn, 
when  we  confider  the  policy  invariably  purfued, 
and  the  conduct  invariably  adopted,  by  the  French 
Revolutionifts  during  the  whole  progrefs  of  their 
fyftematic  attacks  upon  the  rights  and  happinefs 
of  mankind.  It  forms  an  effential  part  of  their 
fyftem,to  deftroy  all  ranks  in  fociety,  and,  in  order 
to  eftablifli  their  levelling  principle,  it  is  ablblutely 
neceflfary,  that  the  Peer  and  the  Cobler,  the  Prieft 
and  the  Felon,  fhould  be  reduced  to  a  perfect  equa- 
lity of  ftation.  This  is  one  of  the  grand  means 
which  they  employ  for  the  accompliihment  of 
their  plans,  and  I  muft  fay,  that,  in  fo  doing,  their 
policy  is  as  remarkable  as  their  profligacy ;  they 
are  aware  that  by  the  approximation  of  characters 

C  fo 
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fa  perfectly  diftinct  in  themfelves,  and  fo  remote 
from  each  other  in  the  fcale  of  fociety,  they  accuftom 
the  individuals,  gradually,  to  forget  what  they  were> 
and  to  confider  only  what  they  are ;  thus  eradicating 
from  the  minds    of  their  inftruments  thofe  fenti- 
ments  which  are  mod  hoftile  to  their  views.    This 
conduct  is  evidently  productive  of  another  advan- 
tage, by  fecuring  to  them  the  firm  attachment  of 
the  rabble  whom  they  exalt ;  and  who  muft  be 
fenfible  that  as  they  are  folely  indebted  to  them  for 
their  elevation,  fo  muft  the  return  of  things  to 
their  ancient  order  reftore  them    to  the  abject 
fituations  in  which    they  formerly   moved,    and 
whence,   from   their  total  want  of  induftry  and 
knowledge,    they   could   never    have    emerged, 
but  in  confequence  of  the  explofion  of  a  revolu- 
tionary Volcano.     So  that,  in  the  ftrange  fclection 
•which  they  have  made,  of  particles  apparently 
heterogeneous,  for  the  compofition  of  the  new  ad- 
ministrations which  they  have  formed  for  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  it  is  manifeft,  that 
the  French  Directory  have   acted  in   ftrict    con- 
formity with  their  own  principles  j- — nor  lefs  fo 
with  their  uniform  praRice, 

In 


In  the  autumn  of  laft  year,  the  apparent  fuccefa 
of  their  Jacobin  emifiaries  on  the  Rhine,  had  fo 
much  inflated  the  minds  of  thofe  Republic -mongers > 
the  Directory,  that  they  were  bent  on  the  eflablifli- 
ment  of  a  Cis-Rbenane  Republic;  and  they  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  fix  on  five  Directors,  whofe 
names    appeared  at   the    time,  in  the  Pofte  de 
Paris  and  the  Gazette  de   Leide,    publilhed   by 
order  of  the  French  Commiflary-General-at  Co- 
logne.    It  appeared  from  thence,  that  this  new 
Directory  was  meant  to  be  compofed  of  a  ci-de- 
vant nobleman,  refident  in  the  diftrict  of  Coblentz, 
who,  like  Barras,  was  ruined  both  in  character  and 
credit  j  a  fadler  of  Dufleldorf,  who  had  been  three 
times  a  bankrupts  an  apoftate  Prieft  Q{ sludernacb 
who  had  committed  the  crime  of  adultery,  and 
married  another  man's  wife;  alow  attorney  of  Bonne, 
who  had  been  found  guilty  of  forgery  and  fentenced 
to  imprifonment  for  lifej  and  a  CoBLERof  Aix  la- 
Cbapelley  who,when  the  French  entered  that  city,  was 
under  confinement,  on  a  fufpicion  of  having  poi- 
fonedfome  of  his  wives, — for  he  had  juft  married  his 
Jeventh  ///—It  will  not,  I  conceive,  be  maintained 
that  the  intended  Cis-Rhenane  Directory  was  lefs 
I  extraordinary 
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extraordinary  then  the  propofed  Britifli  and  Irtfri 
Directories. 

Two  Members  of  the  Electoral  AfTemblies  at 
BrufTels,  chofen  laft  year,  by  orders  of  the  French 
Directory,  were  the  Duke  D'Ur/et,  a  nobleman  of 
high  rank,  and  the  Jew  NATHAN,  an  ancient  re- 
tailer of  old  clothes.  The  patriotic  Duke  is  now 
in  difgrace,  but  his  worthy  aflbciate  has  been  lately 
promoted  to  a  feat  in  the  Legi dative  Council  of 
the  Great  nation. 

Among  the  prefent  Confuls  of  Rome,  all  ap- 
pointed by  the  French,  are  the  mafter  of  a  pup- 
pet-fhew,  a  nobleman,  an  attorney,  and  a  Cicerone, 
a  fpecies  of  laquais  de  place. 

When  the  French  rewarded  the  Venetians,  for 
the  afiiftance  they  had  given  them  during  the  war, 
by  deftroying  their  Government,  they  appointed  a 
new  adminiftration,  of  which  three  of  the  mem- 
bers, were  an  Apothecary,  a  Marquis,  and  a 
Chimney-Sweeper. 

In  fhort,  wherever  they  have  eftablilhed  even  a 
temporary  authority,  they  have  made  appoint- 
ments of  a  fimilar  defcriptionj  they  have  aflbciated 
the  lowed  of  the  low  with  the  vileft  of  the  vile, 

a  On, 


On  the  borders  of  Spain,  in  Italy,  and  in  Ger- 
many, it  was  their  conftant  rule  to  compofe  the 
adminiftrations  of  patriotic  Noblemen,  apoftate 
Priefts,  profligate  Attornies,  and  the  moft  obfcure 
mechanics  and  artifans;  the  latter  of  whom 
always  afted  as  fpies  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
former. 

At  home,  they  have  purfued  the  fame  plan. 
How,  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolution,  was 
the  famous  Committee  of  Public  Safety  compofed  ? 
Who  were  the  men  that  Roberfpierre — who,  be  it 
obferved,  was  perfect  matter  of  the  art  of  govern- 
ing French  Republicans — feleded  for  his  aflbci- 
ates  ? — Two  noblemen,  one  gentleman,  a  (trolling- 
player,  a  painter,  and  an  attorney's  clerk,  who 
was  originally  a  fkinner's  *  apprentice.  No  one 
can  have  forgotten  the  appointment  of  Simeon 
the  cobler,  to  the  office  of  preceptor  to  the  lawful 
Monarch  of  France;  nor  that  of  his  wife  as 
governefs  to  the  Princefs  Royal ! 

There  would  be  nothing  more  aftonifhing  in 

*  I  mean  no allufion  to  the  Britifti  Citizen,  Mr.  SKINNER, 
the  worthy  Alderman  and  Auftioneor. 

the 
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the  promotion  of  THOMAS  HARDY,*  the  fhoe- 
maker,  to  the  poft  of  Minifter  of  a  Britifa 
Republican  Police,  than  there  was  in  the  elevation 
of  Citizen  LE  GEN  ORE,  the  butcher  of  Paris, 
to  a  feat  in  the  French  Republican  Legislature. 
Nor  will  thofe  wonder  at  the  affociation  of  this 
diftinguiihed  fon  of  Crifpin  with  a  Britifh  Mar- 
quis, or  at  that  of  a  convicted  felon  with  a  ScottilH 
Earl,  who  recollect  that  GOD F ROY,  a  farrier  of 
Fontainbleau,  who  had  firft  a  feat  in  the  Conven- 
tion, and  afterwards  in  the  Council  of  Elders, 
was,  in  1792,  prefident  of  that  very  department 
of  which  the  Cardinal  de  Brienne,  archbifhop  of 
Sens,  who  had  been  Prime  Minifter  to  Louis 

*  This  man  has  more  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  the  Directory 
than  are  generally  known.  He  was  Shoemaker  extraordinary  to 
the  army  of  French  Jacobins,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution ;  though  whether  he  difplaj  ed  the  greateH  zeal  in 
covering  the  feet  of  his  foreign  friends,  or  in  lining  his  own 
pockets, — the  worthy  Citizen  Subfcribers,  on  that  memorable 
occafion,  are  heft  able  to  declare.  The  fervices  which  he  had 
rendered  to  the  caufe  were  amply  demonffrated  on  the  State 
Trials.  But,  in  addition  to  thefe  public  proofs  of  his  fpirit, 
he  is  a  writer  in  a  certain  print,  to  the  conductors  of  which  the 
Governors  of  France  are  under  the.greateft  obligations. 

THE 
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THE  SIXTEENTH,  was  only  a  private  member;  Or 
who  are  apprized  of  a  fimilar  occurrence,  after 
the  revolution  of  September  laft,  when  Citizen 
SEVRAY,  formerly  coachman  to  the  DUKE  DB 
NIVERNROIS  was  appointed  prefident  of  the  very 
fection  at  Paris  in  which  his  old  mafter  refided. 

In  the  military  department  of  the  French  Re- 
public, a  thoufand  inftances  might  be  cited  to 
prove,  that  the  very  dregs  of  the  populace  have 
been  railed  to  fituations  of  truft  and  importance. 
LIEEEAU,  who  now  holds  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General,  was,  before  the  revolution,  a  journeyman 
fhoemaker  j  and  that  notorious  villain,  'victor 
HUGUES,  Governor  General  of  the  French  I  flands 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  formerly  a  humble 
affiftant  to  Citizen  HANTS,  the  hangman  at 
Breft,  who,  fad  reverfe  of  Fortune !  is  now  re- 
duced to  be  the  humble  affiftant  of  his  quondam 
fervant,  the  alTaffin  of  Guadaloupe. 

Inftances  of  this  nature  might  be  eafily  multi- 
plied beyond  meafure  j  but  enough  has  been  faid 
to  obviate  the  objection  which  I  have  anticipated. 
Another  objection,  indeed,  may  be  grounded  o» 
the  ftrange  impropriety  of  appointing  men  to  be 

Repub- 
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Republican  Minifters   who  are  interefted  in  the 

fupport  of  the  monarchy,  and   who,  it  may  be 

faid,    are    decidedly   adverfe   to   any  change   in 

our  fyftem  of  Goverment.     But,  I  fhall  requeft 

thofc  who  may  be  difpofed  to  advance  fuch   an 

objection,  to  advert  to  the  recent  conduct  of  the 

French  in  Holland,  where  perfons  of  this  defcrip- 

tion  have  been  literally  compelled  to  accept  places 

under  the  new  Government  under  pain  of  disfran- 

chifement,  confifcation,  and  exile. 

.    From  the  obfervations  which  I  have  made  on 

the  ignorance  of  fome  of  the  parties  concerned, 

in  refpect  of  the  diftinction  allotted  them  by  the 

Directory,    muft   be    fpecially    excepted,    thofc 

worthy    patriots,    now  refident  at   Paris,   whofe 

names  are  included  in  the  lifts.  Of  this  defcription 

are,    Meflleurs     HAMILTON   ROWAN,    NAPPER 

TANDY,  THOMAS   PAINE,  and  THOMAS  MUIR, 

who  prefide  over  the  Englifti,  Scotch,  and  Irifh 

Committees,  now  fitting  at  Paris,   which   have 

daily  communications   with  the  Directory.      It 

was,  probably,  after  the  advice  of  thefe  men  that 

the  lifts  were  framed  j  the  different  revolutionary 

meafures     concerted ;    and    the    determination 

adopted 
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adopted    never  to  make    Peace  with  a   Britifli 
Monarch. 

Among  their  other  Quixotic  fchemes,  exulting 
by  anticipation  in  the  conqueft  of  theie  Iflands, 
they  have  made  a  diftribution  of  the  Britifli 
Navy; — after  allotting  to  France,  Holland,  and 
Spain,  a  fufficient  number  of  our  fhips  to  reftore 
their  refpective  fleets  to  the  fame  footing  on  which, 
they  were  before  the  war,  they  have  generoufly 
divided  the  remainder  among  the  three  new- 
Republics.  The  fame  kind  of  divifion  has  alfo 
been  made  of  our  Eaft  and  Weft  India  poflefiions, 
fecuring  for  themfelves  fuch  of  thofe  fettlements 
as  bed  fuit  their  convenience. 

Their  lifts  of  profcription,  confifcation,  and 
banifhment,  are  already  prepared.  Under  the 
head  of  Grandes  Mefures  are  infcribed  the  names 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  perfonages  in  the  kingdom, 
(with  the  exception  only  of  two,  who  have  near 
relatives  on  the  Continent :)  the  fate  refer ved  for 
whom,  by  Republican  jufticet  may  eafily  be 
conjectured. — Among  thofe  who  are  deftined  for 
deportation,  are  the  principal  nobilityin  the  king- 
dom, and  its  moft  opulent  inhabitants.  Pro- 
prietors 
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prietors  of  manufactories,  howeve^  are  excepteclj 
on  the  mere  condition  of  transferring  their 
induftry  and  their  capital  to  France.  This  laft 
lift  contains  the  names  of  MR.  Fox,  and  the 
EARL  OF  MOIRA.  As  MR.  Fox  had  been  fre- 
quently panegyrized  by  fome  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  patriots  of  the  French  Revolution,  it  was 
probably  deemed  neceflary  to  affign  a  reafon  for 
the  fentence  pronounced  on  him,  for  oppofite  to 
his  name  is  this  memorandum  : — "  Pour  avoir 
injulte  la  nation  Fran$oise  dansjes  difcours.  en  1786  j 
tt  comme  ennemie  inalterable  de  la  nation  Fran$otse*." 

As 


*  *«  For  having  infulted  the  French  nation  in  his  fpeeches,  in 
1786,"  (alluding,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  debates  on  the  Commercial 
Treaty,  when  Mr.  Fox  certainly  held  the  language  of  a  true- 
born  Englifhman)  "  and  as  the  unchangeable  enemy  of  the 
French  nation." — It  is  my  intention  merely  to  ftate  fafts,  and 
not  to  attempt  to  reconcile  any  apparent  contradictions  in  the 
language  or  conduct  of  the  Rulers  of  France,  to  any  particular 
perfon  or  perfons.  Yet  I  think,  the  praife  and  cenfure  alter, 
nately  beftowed  on  Mr.  Fox,  may  be  naturally  accounted  for. 
In  the  firft  fervour  of  the  Revolutionary  mania,  when  the 
fubverters  of  Monarchy  were  doubtful  of  fuccefs,  and  juftty 
expe&ed  to  incur  univerfal  oppolition,  to  fecure  the  approbation 

of 


[    3S    I 

As  this  circumftance  does  honour  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 

corroborates  fome  of  his  own  obfervations  on  the 

D 


of  a  chara£ler  eminently  diftinguifhed  for  the  pofleffion  of 
fuperior  talents,  was  an  objeft  of  the  firft  importance  to  them  ; 
and  naturally  obliterated,  for  a  time,  any  unfavourable  fenti- 
ments  which  they  might  previously  have  entertained  of  fuch 
individual.  Indeed  their  minds  were  fo  occupied  with  the 
grand  work  which  they  had  in  hand,  as  neeeflarily  to  exclude 
them  from  all  fentiments  that  were  not  immediately  connected 
therewith.  But  when  fuccefs,  more  complete  and  extenfive 
than  their  warmeft  advocates  could  expeft,  had  crowned  their 
efforts,  their  former  fentiments  returned,  and  the  national 
vanity,  the  predominating  feature  in  every  French  mind, 
refumed  its  wonted  fway;  and  thofe  who  had,  at  any  period, 
inflicted  a  wound  on  that  vanity,  were,  of  courfe,  fele&ed  as 
objecls  of  puniftiraent,  —  This  it  was  that  led  the  French  army, 
which  bafely  betrayed  and  fubjugated  the  Swifs,  to  difperfe 
thofe  heaps  of  bones  which  fignalized  the  viftory  of  Swifs 
Republicans  over  French  Royalifts;  and  this  it  was,  moft 
probably,  that  led  the  rulers  of  France  to  pronounce  a  fentence 
of  bani(hment  on  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  reprefented  their  revolu- 
tion as  "  THE  MOST  STUPENDOUS  AND  GLORIOUS 

EDIFICE  OF  LIBERTY,  WHICH  HAD  BEEN  ERECTED  ON 
THE  FOUNDATION  OF  HUMAN  INTEGRITY  IN  ANY 

TIME  OR  COUNTRY  ;"  and  dated  them  to  have  "  ERECTED 
A  GOVERNMENT  FROM  WHICH  NEITHER  INSULT  NOR 
INJURY  COULD  BE  DREADED  BY  HER  NEIGHBOURS."!!! 

It 
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fubject,  made  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  candour 
required  its  publication.  LORD  MOIRA'S  name 
has  alfo  a  memorandum  annexed  to  it  which 
reflects  great  honour  on  his  lordfhip: — "Pour 
avoir  forts  for  armes  centre  deux  feu-pies  combat  t  ant 
four  leur  liberte  \  et  ccmme  froteffeur  des  emigres.'** 
A  lift  of  profcription  without  its  regular  con- 
comitant, a  fcale  of  contributions,  would  be  fuch 
a  departure  from  the  eftablifhed  fyftem  of  revolu- 
tionary politics  as  the  virtuous  Directory  of  France 
would  blufh  to  be  guilty  of.  For  the  gratification, 
therefore,  of  thofe  who  anticipate  the  promifed 
divifion  of  the  fpoils  of  the  wealthy,  the  fums  to 
be  exacted  from  individuals  in  England,  have  been 
fixed.  And  the  only  difcrimination  which  has, 
in  this  inflance,  been  made  between  the  oppofcrs 
and  the  fupporters  of  the  war  is,  that  the  former 

It  is  poffible,  however,  that  Mr.  Fox's  recent  Coalition 
with  the  London  Correfponding  Society  may  have  mitigated 
the  rage  of  thefe  vindictive  Republicans,  and  induced  them  t9 
reverfe  their  fentencc. 

*  ««  For  having  borne  arms  againft  two  nations  that 
were  fighting  for  their  liberties—and  afforded  protection  to  the 
Emigrants." 

3  Arc 
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are  merely  to  be  robbed,  whereas  the  latter  are  to 
be  robbed  and  baniihed.  The  Dukes  of  BEDFORP 
and  NORFOLK*  are  rated  as  high  as  the  Dukes  of 
MARLBOROUGH  and  BRIDGWATER,  Each  is 
deftined  to  pay,  for  the  firft  contribution,  the 
fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  guineas. 

The  French  Government  have  fpared  neither 
pains  nor  expence  to  obtain  fuch  information,  with 
refpect  to  this  Country,  as  may  enable  diem  to 
prepare  their  plans,  and  to  direct  their  efforts  to 
the  greateft  advantage.  But,  as  the  contaminated 
channel  of  treafon  has  been  employed  for  this 
purpofe,  their  intelligence  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  more  flattering  than  pure,  mor£ 
voluminous  than  correct  The  Britifh  and  Irifh 
rebels  at  Paris  have  long  maintained  a  conftant 
correfpondence  with  their  relpective  countries,  by 
the  way  of  Berlin,  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and 
j  and  it  is  from  information  communicated 


*  Whether  the  publick  homage  recently  paid  by  his  Grace 
of  NORFOLK  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  People,  has  produced  any 
change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  Directory,  and  any  confequent 
reduction  of  the  ftated  quota,  I  have  not  the  means  of  afcer- 
taining. 

D  z  through 
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through  this  medium,  that  the  Directory  have 
adopted  the  idea,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  naval 
combat,  the  failors  on  board  feveral  of  our  fhips 
will  feize  their  officers,  and  join  the  Republican 
ftandard ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  have 
effected  a  landing  on  Britifh,  or  Irifh  ground,  a 
great  portion  of  the  Militia  will  follow  the  example 
of  the  feamen.  It  could  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  pof- 
fible  that  any  degree  of  credit  could  be  given  to  a 
calumny  fo  grofs  and  dcteftable,  on  the  brave 
men  who  ferve  in  our  Fleets  and  Armies,  if  we 
were  not  certain  that  the  French  Government 
have  been  chiefly  indebted  for  their  extenfjve  con- 
quefts  in  other  countries  to  thefuccefs  of  fimilar 
intrigues.  It  is  this  circumftance  that  has  induced 
them  to  yield  a  ready  belief  to  all  the  fcandalous 
mifreprefentations  of  thofe  traitors  who  have  fled 
from  the  gallows  at  home ;  and  to  embark  in 
the  mod  dangerous  and  defperate  enterprizes. 

The  Directory  have  obtained  lifts  of  all  the  per- 
fons  who  fubfcribed  to  the  Loyalty  Loanj  of  all 
who  have  figned  loyal  or  democratic  addrefTes ;  of 
$e  members  of  the  Loyal  Aflbciations  j  of  the 
"Whig  Club  s  and  of  all  the  feditious  meetings  in 
2  tho 
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the  kingdom.  They  have  another  lift  of  what 
they  are  pleafed  to  term  patriotic  Officers  in  the 
Army,  the  Militia,  and  the  Navy — this  lift  is  very 
fhort  j  and  oppofite  to  mod  of  the  names  is  placed 
the  word  douteux — doubtful.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  furnifhed  by  a  certain  Englifh  Colonel,  to 
whom  I  alluded  in  a  note  in  my  firft  Letter  to 
Mr.  Erfkine,  and  who  lately  died  on  the  Conti- 
nent. They  have  likewife  a  lift  of  moft  of  the 
Men  of  Property  in  the  Country,  with  an  account 
of  the  riature  and  difpofition  of  their  property  j  as 
well  as  an  eftimate  of  the  fuppofed  wealth  of  the 
different  publick  Companies  and  Corporations. 
Thefe  lifts  have  been  procured,  within  thefe  nine 
months,  through  the  medium  of  the  Committee  of 
Traitors  at  Paris. 

Such,  Gentlemen,  is  the  fubftance  of  the  private 
information  which  I  received  from  the  Continent 
fome  time  ago,  accompanied  by  an  intimation, 
that  it  was  the  relblution  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  carry  their  deiigns  upon  this  country  into 
effect  at  the  latter  end  of  the  prefent  month.  I 
j  publifh  it  with  a  view  to  rouze  the  country  to  a 
juft  fenfe  of  her  danger  s  to  animate  that  publick 

fpirit 
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ipirit  which  muft,  when  duly  exerted,  crufh,  at 
a  ftroke,  the  united  efforts  of  Foreign  Enmity  and 
Domeftick  Treafon;  and  to  ftimulate  you  to  a 
renewal  of  thofe  truly  patriotic  labours,  which,  at 
a  mod  alarming  crifis,  though  lefs  fo  than  the  pre- 
fent,  once  refcued  the  Kingdom  from  the  incal- 
culable evils  of  Impending  Anarchy. 

All  the  public  declarations  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment irrefragably  demonstrate  their  impla- 
cable enmity  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
their  determination  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  ut- 
mofl,  in  order  to  deftroy  our  Conftitution,  to  defo- 
late  our  land,  and  to  erafe  us  from  the  lift  of  Inde- 
pendent States.  Whether  the  information  they 
have  received  be  true  or  falfe,  they  have  refolved 
to  act  upon  it,* — "  The  hatred  of  the  Englilh 

"  Govern- 

*  The  impending  trials  at  Maidftone  prevent  me  from 
employing  one  material  argument,  which  bears  immediately 
upon  this  point.  But  I  here  warn  the  conductors  of  a  low 
jacobin  print,  (which  I  know  to  be  in  the  fay  of  the  Frencht 
and  proofs  of  which  ttej  (at  leaft  one  of  them )  muft  know  to 
exift,  Efficient  to  convince  every  rational  mind,  though  not 
perhaps  to  unvid  them  on  a  charge  of  High  Treafon,  in  a 

Court 
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x<  Government  muft  be  national.  A  WAR  OF  EX- 
"  TERMINATION  fliall  foon  be  commenced 
"•  AGAINST  A  PEOPLE  who  have  become  an 
*f  object  of  execration  to  all  the  Nations  of  the 
cc  Earth.  In  order  to  accelerate  that  moment, 
<{  let  every  Speaker  conclude  his  fpeech  with  the 
*c  words  of  Cato — <  Delenda  eft  Carthago,'  and  let 
"  the  Prefident  terminate  each  fitting  with  thefe 
cc  expreffions: — *  Vengeance  againft  the  Englijb 
<f  Government,  the  OppreJJbr  of  all  Nations."  * 

To  render  thefe  threats  abortive,  vigour  and 
unanimity  at  home  are  indifpenfably  requifitej— 
the  firft,  we  are  fure,  will  be  difplayedj  the  lafiy 
in  the  ftrict  acceptation  of  the  word,  we  are,  un- 
fortunately, forbidden  to  expect.  But  while  our 

Court  of  Law  ; — that  if  they  continue  to  ufe  the  indecent 
language  which  they  have  employed,  fmce  the  apprehenfion  of 
their  accomplices ;  and  to  calumniate  the  men  of  Kent,  by 
boafting  that  "  they  are  fure  of  the  Juries,"  I  will  no  longer 
fufFer  motives  of  delicacy  to  deter  me  from  the  ufe  of  fuch 
weapons  as  I  am  furnifhed  with,  whatever  may  be  their 
tendency  oreffeft.  It  is  high  time  that  the  Friends  of  the  Con. 
ftitution  mould  difplay  as  much  Energy  and  Spirit  as  its  Enemiest 
*  Speech  of  GAUSAN,  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on 
<hc  4th  of  March,  1798. 

force 
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forces  are  employed  in  repelling  foreign  invafion, 
it  behoves  the  Members  of  the  Loyal  Aflfociations 
to  affemble,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
Government,  and  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  the 
motions  of  domeftic  traitors.  The  events  which 
have  occurred,  fince  the  preceding  pages  were 
penned, give  ftrong  confirmation  to  the  intelligence 
which  they  convey.  I  have  long  known  that  the 
Seditious  Societies  were  bufily  employed  in  difie- 
minating  their  abominable. principles,  and  almofl: 
every  tract  that  I  have  published,  on  political  affairs, 
has  contained  ferious  admonitions  to  the  public,  to 
be  on  their  guard  againft  their  treacherous  defigns.. 
Be  it  your  tafk  to  confirm  the  wavering,  to  convert 
the  weak,  and  to  undeceive  the  deluded.  Wholly 
unconnected  with  MinifterSj  you  form  an  inde- 
pendent Phalanx,  highly  fervkeable  to  your  coun- 
try, and  terrible  to  none  but  her  foes.  All  the 
dangers  which  firft  induced  you  to  meet,  now 
exift  in  an  encreafed  degree  j  the  difaffected,  per- 
haps, are  lefs  formidable  in  their  numbers,  but 
more  fhamelefs  in  their  language,  and  equally  def- 
perate  in  their  defigns. 

*•  Not  fuch  the  men  who  bent  the  ftubborn  bow, 
And  learnt  in  rugged  fpqrts  to  dare  a  foe, 

Not 
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Not  fuch  the  men  who  fill'd  with  heaps  of  flam 

Fam'd  AGINCOURT  and  CRESSY'S  bloody  plain* 

Haughty  BRITANNIA  then,  inur'dto  toil, 

Spread  far  and  near  the  terrors  of  her  Jfle  ; 

True  to  herfelf  and  to  the  public  weal, 

No  GALLIC  GOLD  could  blunt  the  BRITISH  STEEL."* 

You  have,  already,  verified  your  former  pro- 
feffions,  and  realized  the  expectations  of  your 
country,  by  Handing  forward  with  your  purfes 
and  your  fwords.  It  now  becomes  you,  (fuch  of 
you,  at  leaft,  as  are  not  immediately  employed  in 
military  fervice)  to  aflemble  without  delay,  in 
order  to  adopt  fuch  farther  means  as  may  be  found 
expedient  for  ftemmingthe  current  of  difaffecYion, 
and  watching,  with  pure  Britifh  zeal,  the  facred 
depofit  of  thofe  laws,  and  of  that  Conftitution, 
which  are  expofed  to  danger,  and  threatened  with 
deftruction. 

*  Lord  Lanfdowne— not  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne, 
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I  have  been  induced  to  add  a  fhort  Poftfcript,  to 
this  new  edition  of  my  Addrefs  to  the  Loyal 
'  Afibciators,  by  the  intelligence  which  I  have 
juft  received,  that  the  Earl  of  LAUDERDALE 
has  openly  declared  his  intention  of  commencing 
a  profecution3  on  account  of  fome  Libel  on 
his  Lordfhip,  contained,  as  he  conceives,  in  the 
preceding  pages.  This  information  has,  I  con- 
fcfs,  creatdd  a  confiderable  degree  of  furprize 
in  my  mind;  for  after  perilling  and  re-perufing 
the  TracTr,  again  and  again,  I  cannot  difcover  a 
fingle  paflage  or  expreflion  which  can,  by  malice 
itfelf,  be  conflrued  into  an  attack  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  his  Lordfhip.  That  no  fuch  attack 
was  intended  by  me  is  mofl  certain.  If  his 
Lordfhip  imagines  that  he  is  the  perfon  meant 
— for  there  is  no  title,  no  defignation  whatever,  to 
fx  the  meaning — for  one  of  the  intended  Direc- 
tors of  the  imaginary  Republic  of  Scotland  •,  ftil], 
how  any  man  can  fuppofe  that  the  fmallefl  fligma 

can 
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can  attach  to  him,  on  that  account,  I  cannot 
poffibly  devine.  So  far  was  I  from,  harbouring 
any  fuch  fuppofition,  that  I  proteft,  if  the  names 
of  any  members  of  the  prefent  adminiftration, 
if  the  names  .of  any  of  my  cleared  friends,  or 
if  even  my  own  name,  had  been,  feleded  by  the 
regicidal  Tyrants  of  France,  to  figure  in  the  lifts 
of  the  Republican  Adminiftrations,  which  they 
had  amufed  themfelves  with  framing,  I  fliould 
have  publifhed  it,  in  the  fame  manner;  for  my 
fole  object,  in  the  communication  of  the  lifts,  as 
I  have  before  moft  explicitly  and  truly  ftated,  was 
to  (hew  the  real  nature  and  extent  of  the  enemy's 
defigns  upon  this  country,  and  to  rouze  the  nation 
at  once  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  its  danger,  and  to  the 
employment  of  thofe  means  which  are  requifite 
to  avert  or  repel  it.  On  that  head,  indeed,  the 
information  which  I  had  received  would  have 
enabled  me  confiderably  to  enlarge. — I  might 
have  noticed  the  divifion  of  the  country,  by  the 
Gallic  Directory,  into  Department 'sy  and  have  even 
fpecified  the  names  afligned  to  fome  of  them,  but 
it  appeared  to  me  that  I  had  faid  fufficient  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  which  I  propofed  tc»,  myfelC 
— -I  thought  I  had,  at  the  fame  time,  difclaimed, 
in  terms  as  plain  and  pofitive  as ' our  language 
would  fupply,  all  idea  of  imputing  to  the  perfons 

infcribed 
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infcribed  in  the  lifts,  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  the 
honour  intended  them  by  the  French  Directory .— ~ 
I  dated  that  fome  were  included  who  were  evi- 
dently interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  the  exitting 
conftitution,  and,  confequently,  adverfe  to  a 
change  j  and  I  reprefented  the  imprefiions  which 
had  been  artfully  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
French,  by  the  wicked  rnifreprefentations  of  their 
Tyrants,  in  refpe<5t  of  the  countenance  which  they 
might  expert  to  receive,  from  perfons  of  a  certain 
defcription  in  this  country,  to  be  falfe,  though 
dangerous.  In  what,  then,'  the  fuppofed  Libel 
confifts,  I  muft  leave  it  to  wifer  heads  than  mine 
to  difcover.  If,  neverthelefs,  his  Lordfhip  feels 
himfelf  aggrieved,  I  cannot  but  applaud  his  deter- 
mination of  appealing  for  redrefs  to  thofe  Laws, 
which  I  have  ever  been  ftrenuous  to  fupport  and 
defend,  and  which,  as  I  admire  and  revere  them, 
I  fhall  certainly  never,  knowingly,  violate  or 
tranfgrefs. 

Lord  LAUDERDALE  ought,  I  fhould  think,  to 
know,  by  experience,  that  when  I  deem  it  necef- 
fary  to  attack  the  publick  conduft  of  any  indivi- 
dual, whatever  his  rank  or  ftation,  I  do  it  not  by 
infinuation,  but  in  a  dired  manner;  not  infidi- 
oufly,  but  openly.  This  example  of  manly  bold- 
nefs  was  firft  fee  me  by  his  Lordfhip  $  and  I  fball 

certainly 


[     47     ] 

certainly  continue  to  follow  it,  fb  long  as  I  exer* 
cife  my  pen  on  political  fubjects.  His  own  admo- 
nition to  ufe  "  ftrong  language,"  becaufe  the 
^Tirnes  demand  it,  has  not  been  loft  upon  me  as 
his  Lordfhip .  well  knows.  Fas  eft  et  ab  hofte 
doceri-,  when  I  fubfcribe  to  the  jtiftice  of  an  ob- 
fervation,  I  am  eager  to  prove  by  my  conduct, 
the  fmcerity  of  my  acknowledgement ;  but  with. 
all  my  boldnefs,  I  durft  not,  were  I  fo  difpofed, 
follow  his  Lordfhip,  in  all  his  political  flights, 
revile  the  makers  of  our  laws,  and  ftigmatize  the 
conftitutional  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  as 

"  THE  DEVOTED  MAJORITY  OF  THE  MINISTER  !*" 

I  ihall  purfue  this  fubject  no  farther  at  prefenr,  but 
revive  it  in  a  future  publication,  in  which  his  Lord- 
Ihip  will  find  my  attacks  as  open  and  direct  as  they 
have  hitherto,  invariably,  been.  As,  on  the  one 
hand,  no  excefs  of  patriotick  zeal  fhall  ftimulate, 
no  ardour  of  political  animofity  betray  me  into 
a  wilful  tranfgrefiion  of  the  laws  j  fo,  on  the  other, 
no  threats  fhall  deter,  no  litigation  divert  me  from 
the  fteady  difcharge  of  my  public  duty. 

*  A  Letter  on  the  prefentMeafures  of  Finance,  by  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale,  page  4. 

May  ijt,  1798. 
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AN 

ADDRESS 


TO    THE 


People  of  Great  Britain, 

&c. 


My  fellow-  countrymen, 

JL  HE  fentiments  which  I  mall,  in  this  ad- 
drefs,  take  the  liberty  of  {rating  to  you  on 
fome  interefting  points,  will,  I  hope,  meet 
with  your  candid  attention;  if  not  from  their 
worth,  from  the  confideration  that  they  are 
the  fentiments  of  an  independent  man.  I  am 
neither  the  friend  or  enemy  of  any  party  in 
the  ftate;  and  am  fo  far  an  impracticable 
man,  that  on  all  public  queiYions  of  import- 
ance I  will  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  indi- 
vidual judgement.  No  favour  which  I  could 
receive  from  this  or  from  any  adminiftration 
would  induce  me  to  fupport  meafures  which  * 
I  difliked ;  nor  will  any  neglect  I  may  expe- 


rience  impel  me  to  oppofe  meafures  which  I 
approve. 

A  new  fyftem  of  finance  has  this  year 
been  introduced ;  and  I  fairly  own  it  has  my 
approbation  as  far  as  it  goes.  It  has  given 
great  difcontent  to  many;  but  it  has  given 
none  to  me.  I  lament,  as  every  man  muft 
do,  the  neceffity  of  impofing  fo  heavy  a  bur- 
then on  the  community ;  and,  with  a  family 
of  eight  children,  I  fhall  feel  its  preffure  as 
much  as  mofl  men:  but  I  am  fo  far  frorn^ 
cenfuring  the  minifter  for  having  done  fo 
much,  that  I  fincerely  wifli  he  had  done  a 
great  deal  more.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  Europe,  palliatives  are 
of  no  ufe,  half-meafures  cannot  fave  us. 
Inftead  of  calling  for  a  tenth  of  a  man's  in- 
come, I  wifh  the  minifter  had  called  for  a 
tenth  or  for  fuch  other  portion  of  every  man's 
whole  property  as  would  have  enabled  him 
not  merely  to  make  a  temporary  provifion  for 
the  war,  but  to  have  paid  off,  in  a  few  years, 
the  whole  or  the  greateft  part  of  the  national 
debt. 
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A  million  a  year  has  been  wifely  fet  apart 
for  the  reduction  of  the  debt;  and  had  we 
continued  at  peace,  its  operation  would  have 
been  beneficially  felt  in  a  few  years :  but,  in 
our  prefent  circumflances,  and  with  an  ex- 
pectation of  the  recurrency  of  war  at  fhort 
periods^  it  is  not  one,  two  or  three  millions 
a  year,  that  can  preferve  us  from  bank- 
ruptcy. We  had  better  druggie  to  effect  the 
extinction  of  the  debt  in  five  years  than  in 
fifty,  though  our  exertion,  during  the  morter 
period,  mould  be  proportionably  greater. 

A  nation  is  but  a  collection  of  individuals 
united  into  one  body  for  mutual  benefit;  and 
a  national  debt  is  a  debt  belonging  to  every 
individual,  in  proportion  to  the  property  he 
pofleffes;  and  every  individual  may  be  juftly 
called  upon  for  his  quota  towards  the  liqui- 
dation of  it.  No  man,  relatively  fpeaking, 
will  be  either  richer  or  poorer  by  this  pay- 
ment being  generally  made,  for  riches  and 
poverty  are  relative  terms :  and  when  all  the 
members  of  a  community  are  proportionably 
reduced,  the  relation  between  the  individuals, 
as  to  the  quantum  of  each  man's  property, 
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remaining  unaltered,  the  individuals  them- 
felves  will  feel  no  elevation  or  depreffion  in 
the  fcale  of  fociety.  When  all  the  founda- 
tions of  a  great  building  fink  uniformly,  the 
fymmetry  of  the  parts  is  not  injured;  the 
preffure  on  each  member  remains  as  it  was ; 
no  rupture  is  made:  the  building  will  not  be 
fo  lofty,  but  it  may  fland  on  a  better  bottom. 
It  does  not  require  an  oracle  to  inform  us 
(though  an  oracle  has  faid  it)  that  riches  have 
been  the  ruin  of  every  country;  they  banifh 
the  (implicity  of  manners,  they  corrupt  the 
morals,  of  a  people,  and  they  invite  invaders. 
If  we  pay  the  national  debt,  we  may  not  live 
quite  fo  luxurioufly  as  we  have  done;  but 
this  change  will  be  no  detriment  either  to 
our  virtue  as  men,  or  to  our  fafety  as  mem- 
bers of  fociety. 

I  confider  the  property  of  men  united  in 
fociety  fo  far  to  belong  to  the  {late,  that  any 
portion  of  it  may  be  j"ftly  called  for  by  the 
legiflature,  for  the  promotion  of  the  common 
good;  and  it  is  then  moft  equitably  called 
for,  when  all  individuals,  pofleffing  property 
of  any  kind,  contribute  in  proportion  to  their 
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pofleffions.  This  is  a  principle  fo  obviouflyjuft, 
that  it  is  attended  to  as  much  as  poffible  in  every 
fcheme  of  finance ;  and  it  would  be  the  univer- 
fal  rule  of  taxation,  in  every  country,  could  the 
property  of  individuals  be  exactly  afcertained. 
Much  objection  is  made  to  the  obliging,  men 
to  difcover  the  amount  of  their  property ;  but 
I  have  never  heard  a  fufficient  reafon  in  fup- 
pqrt  of  the  objection.  I  can  fee  a  reafon  why 
merchants,  tradefmen,  contractors,  money- 
jobbers,  who  deal  in  large  fpeculations  on 
credit,  and  without  an  adequate  capital, 
mould  be  unwilling  to  difclofe  their  property; 
but  1  do  not  fo  clearly  fee  what  mifchief 
would  arife  to  the  community  if  they  were 
obliged  to  do  it. 

The  value  of  every  man's  landed  property 
is  eafily  known ;  the  value  of  his  monied 
property  in  the  funds  is  known;  and  his 
monied  property  in  mortgages  and  bonds 
might  as  eaiily  be  known,  if  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  pafled,  rendering  no  mortgage  or 
bond  legal  which  was  not  regiflered.  The 
greateft  difficulty  would  be  in  afcertaining 
the  value  of  flock  in  trade :  but  a  jury  of 
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neighbours  co operating  with  the  probity  of 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  that  regard 
for  chara&er  which  generally  diftinguifhes 
men  in  bufinefs,  would  fettle  that  point. 

I  have  lately  converfed  with  a  variety  of 
men,  in  different  ftations,  and  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  have  fcarcely  met 
with  one  among  the  landed  gentry,  and  with 
none  among  the  manufacturers,  tradefmen, 
-farmers,  and  artificers  of  the  country,  who 
has  not  declared  that  he  had  much  rather 
pay  his  portion  of  the  principal  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  than  be  harrafled  with  the  taxes 
deflined  for  the  payment  of  the  interefl  of 
it.  This  is  true  patriotifm,  and  good  fenfe  ; 
and  were  we  in  our  prefent  circumftances  to 
difcharge  the  whole,  or  the  greateft  part  of 
the  national  debt,  all  Europe  would  admire 
our  magnanimity  ;  and  France  herfelf  would 
tremble  at  the  idea  of  fubjugating  fo  high- 
fpirited  a  people. 

The  minifter,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  too  en- 
lightened not  to  have  confidcred  this  iubje<5t ; 
and  objections  may  have  occurred  to  him, 
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which  have  not  occurred  to  me.  I  have 
ventured  to  ftate  it  for  general  confi  deration ; 
that  it  may  not  be  quite  new,  if  we  mould 
at  length  be  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to 
fuch  an  expedient.  There  would  be  fome 
difficulty  in  afcertaining  every  man's  pro- 
perty ;  but  where  there  is  a  willing  mind  to 
remove  difficulties,  they  are  feldom  infur- 
mountable.  The  modifications  which  the 
bill  for  increasing  the  affefied  taxes  has  un- 
dergone, are  numerous,  and  in  general  judi- 
cious ;  and  are  a  proof  that  the  moft  per- 
plexing difficulties  yield  to  impartial  and  de- 
liberative wifdom. 

One  modification  has  not  been  noticed ; 
at  leaft,  I  have  not  feen  it  ftated  in  fo  clear 
a  manner  as  it  might  be  flated ;  and  I  will 
mention  it,  as  not  undeferving  attention,  if 
the  bufmefs  mould  ever  be  refumed  in  ano- 
ther form. — Permanent  income  arifes  either 
from  the  rent  of  land,  or  from  the  intereft  of 
money,  or  from  an  annuity.  The  annuitants 
are  very  numerous  in  the  kingdom.  Poifef- 
fors  of  entailed  eftat  .-,  widows  with  join- 
tures, the  bifhops  and  clergy,  the  judges  and 
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poffcfTors  of  patent  places  during  life,  the 
officers  of  the  array  and  navy,  and  many 
others  under  different  denominations,  fupport 
themielves  upon  property  terminating  with 
their  lives.  The  lives  of  porTeflbrs  of  annui- 
ties may,  taking  the  old  and  the  young  to- 
gether, be  worth  twelve  years  purchafc.  An 
annuitant  then,  who  has  an  income  of  lool. 
and  no  other  property,  is  worth  1 200!. ;  fo 
that  in  paying  a  tenth  of  his  income,  he  pays 
an  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  his  whole 
property.  A  perfon  poffeffed  of  an  income 
of  lool.  ariiing  from  a  property  of  2000!.  let 
out  at  an  intereft  of  5!.  per  cent,  in  paying  a 
tenth  of  his  income,  pays  a  two  hundredth 
part  of  his  property.  A  perfon  pofleffing  an 
income  of  lool.  arifing  from  land,  in  paying 
a  tenth  of  his  income,  pays  (eftimating  land 
at  thirty  years  purchafe)  a  three  hundredth 
part  of  his  property.  Men  under  thefe  dif- 
ferent defcriptions  pay  equally,  though  their 
properties  are  unequal  in  the  proportion  of 

fix,  ten,  and  fifteen. 

» 

Much  objection  alfo  has  on  all  hands  been 
made  to  the  touching  of  the  funds  by  taxation : 
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but  I  own  that  I  do  not  fee  any  fufficient 
reafon  why  property  in  the  funds  may  not  be 
as  juftly  as  any  other  property  fubject  to  the 
difpofal  of  the  legiilature.  I  make  this  ob- 
fervation  with  perfect  impartiality ;  for  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  little  property  I  poflefs 
is  in  the  funds.  Parliament  has  pledged  the 
nation  to  the  payment  of  the  interefl  of  the 
money  which  has  been  borrowed,  till  the 
principal  is  paid  off;  but  when  the  debt  is 
become  fo  great,  that  the  rental  of  the  king- 
dom will  fcarcely  pay  the  intereft  of  it,  I  do 
not  fee  any  breach  of  contract,  any  want  of 
equity,  in  the  legiilature  of  the  country  fay- 
ing to  the  public  creditor — the  pofieflbrs  of 
land  are  giving  up  a  tenth  or  a  twentieth  part 
of  all  they  are  worth  for  the  public  fervice  ; 
the  poffeflbrs  of  houfes,  of  ftock  in  trade, 
of  mortgages  and  bonds,  are  doing  the  fame 
thing — what  reafon  can  be  given  why  you 
mould  be  exempted?  You  plead  the  faith  of 
Parliament. — Be  it  fo  !  Parliament  preferves 
its  faith  with  you  ;  for  if  Parliament  (hould 
with  one  hand  pay  you  your  princioal,  it 
might  lay  hold  of  it  with  the  other,  and  make 
you  as  liable  as  other  men  pofleffing  money, 
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to  pay  your  proportion  ;  and  does  it  not  come 
to  the  fame  thing,  whether  your  whole  prin- 
cipal is  paid,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  taken  back 
again,  or  whether  your  principal  is  dimi- 
nimed  by  that  portion,  and  you  receive  the 
ftipulated  interefl,  till  the  remainder  is  dif- 
charged  ? 

Frederick  II.  in  fpeaking  of  France  about 
twenty  years  ago,  obferved,  that  there  were 
three  things  which  hindered  France  from 
re-affuming  that  aicendancy  in  the  affairs  of 
Europe  which  me  had  poflefled  from  the  time 
of  Henry  IV.« — the  enormity  of  her  debt — 
exhaufted  refources — and  taxes  multiplied  in 
an  exceffive  manner.  1'he  two  laft  are  the 
offspring  of  the  nrft  ;  but  the  monarch's  ob- 
fervation  is  applicable  to  every  other  nation 
under  the  fame  circumftances,  and  to  our- 
felves  as  well  as  to  others.  If  we  pay  our 
debt  by  judicious  inftallments,  WQ  fhall  nei- 
ther run  the  rifk  of  the  government  being  bro- 
ken up,  as  it  was  in  France,  by  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  and  an  inability  to  go  on  ;  nor 
mail  we  cripple  our  commerce  by  the  high 
price  of  labour  and  provifions;  nor  (hall 


we  be  depopulated  by  emigrations  to  America 
or  France  ;  but  we  {hall  preferve  the  impor- 
tance we  poflfefs  in  Europe,  and  renovate  the 
ftrength  and  vigour  of  the  body  politic. 

But  I  will  not  detain  you  longer  on  this 
point,  there  is  another,  of  great  importance, 
to  which  I  wim  to  turn  your  intention. 

Whatever  doubts  I  formerly  entertained, 
or  (notwithstanding  all  1  have  read  or  heard 
.on  the  fubjeft)  may  ftill  entertain,  either  on 
the  juflice  or  the  neceffity  of  commencing 
this  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  I  enter- 
tain none  on  the  prefent  neceility  and  juftice 
of  continuing  it.  Under  whatever  circum- 
ftances  the  war  was  begun,  it  is  now  become 
juft  ;  fince  the  enemy  has  refilled  to  treat,  on 
equitable  terms,  for  the  re  ft  Drat  ion  of  peace. 
Under  whatever  circumftances  of  expediency 
or  inexpediency  the  war  was  commenced,  its 
continuance  is  now  become  neceflary  ;  for 
what  neceffity  can  be  greater  than  that  which 
arifes  from  the  enemy  having  threatened  us 
with  deftruction  as  a  nation  ? 
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Here  I  may,  probably,  be  told  that,  allow- 
ing the  war  to  be  juft,  it  is  frill  not  neceffary, 
but  perfectly  inexpedient.  I  may  have  it 
rung  in  my  ears  that  the  French  are  an  over- 
match for  us,  that  it  is  better  to  fubmit  at 
once  to  the  mofl  ignominious  terms  of  peace 
than  to  fee  another  Brennus  weighing  out  the 
bullion  of  the  Bank,  and  infulting  the  milery 
of  the  nation  with  a  "  woe  to  the  van- 
quifhed."  I  admit  the  concluiion  of  the  al- 
ternative to  be  juft,  but  I  do  not  admit  the 
truth  of  the  principle  from  which  it  is  derived 
— I  do  not  admit  that  the  French  are  an  over- 
match for  us. 

I  am  far  enough  from  affecting  knowledge  in 
military  matters ;  but  every  man  knows  that 
men  and  money  are  the  finews  of  war,  and  that 
victory  in  the  field  is  achieved  by  the  valour 
of  troops  and  the  ikill  of  commanders.  Now 
in  which  of  thefe  four  particulars  is  France 
our  fuperior  ?  You  will  anfwer  at  once,  me 
is  fuperior  in  the  number  of  men.  The  po- 
pulation, I  know,  of  the  two  countries  has 
been  generally  eftimated  in  the  proportion  of 


[     '3    3 

three  to  one  :  but  though  this  mould  be  ad- 
mitted to  have  been  the  true  proportion  of 
the  population,  and  of  the  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
I  think  it  is  not  the  true  proportion  at  pre- 
fent.  Both  countries  have  loft  great  num- 
bers ;  but  France,  inftead  of  loiing  three 
times,  has,  I  apprehend,  loft  above  ten  times 
as  many  men  as  we  have  done  ;  fo  that  the 
proportion  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms 
remaining  in  France,  compared  with  what 
Great  Britain  can  furnifh,  does  not,  I  am 
perfuaded,  exceed  that  of  two  to  one.  And, 
were  there  even  a  bridge  over  the  channel, 
France  durft  not  make  an  incurfion  with  half 
her  numbers.  She  knows  how  ready  her 
neighbours  would  be  to  revenge  the  injuries 
they  have  fuftained, — how  ready  her  own 
citizens  would  be  to  regain  the  bleffings  they 
have  loft,  could  they  once  fee  all  her  forces 
occupied  in  a  diftant  country.  France,  I  re- 
peat it,  were  there  even  a  bridge  from  Calais 
to  Dover,  could  not  fend  into  the  field  as 
many  men  as  we  could  oppofe  againft  her. 

But,  it  may  be  urged,  all  the  men  in  France 
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are  foldiers — No ;  feme  are  left  to  till  the 
ground,  fome  to  fuflain  the  languors  of  her 
commerce,  fome  to  perim  in  prifon,  deploring 
the  mifery  of  their  country.  So  many,  1  ac- 
knowledge, are  become  foldiers  in  France, 
that  we  muft,  in  a  great  degree,  imitate  her 
example.  Every  man  who  can  be  fpared  from 
the  agriculture,  the  manufactures,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  mufl  become  a 
foldier,  if  we  mean  to  face  the  enemy  in  a 
proper  manner,  if  empire  orfervitude  are  to 
be  fairly  fought  for. 

As  to  money,  I  need  not  enter  into  any 
comparative  difcuflioii  on  that  head.  France 
has  no  means  within  herfelf  of  providing  for 
her  armies — She  intends  to  fend  them  into 
this  country  either  that  me  may  pay  them, 
as  (he  has  done  in  Italy,  by  plunder,  or,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  defpair,  cancel  her  debts, 
by  facrificing  the  perfcns  of  her  foldiers. 

With  refpecl:  to  the  valour  of  the  French 
troops,  I  have  nothing  to  object  I  know  it 
is  a  favourite  opinion  with  many,  that  the 
French  are  now  what  their  anceflois  were  in 
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the  time  of  Casfar ;  "  that  in  the  firft  onfet 
"  they  are  more  than  men,  but  in  thtfecond 
"  lefs  than  women."  But  it  appears  to  me, 
I  muft  confefs,  that  in  this  war  the  French 
have  fuftained  with  courage  many  onfet  &  : — 
praife  is  due  to  the  galantry  even  of  an 
enemy.  But  if  I  were  alked,  whether  an 
equal  number  of  Englimmen  would  beat 
thefe^,  conquerors  of  'taly,  I  would  anfwer, 
as  an  EngliiTi  ambaflador  anfwered  a  King 
ofPruffia,  when,  at  a  review  of  his  forces, 
he  alked  the  ambaffador,  "  whether  he 
"  thought  that  an  equal  number  of  Englifh- 
<*  men  could  beat  his  Pruffians." — "  1  can- 
"  not  tell,  (replied  the  ambaffador)  whether 
"  an  equal  number  would  beat  them ;  but  I 
"  am  certain  half  the  number  would  try."— 
I  have  the  firmed  confidence  that  fifty  thou- 
fand  Englimmen,  fighting  for  their  wives  and 
children,  for  their  liberty  and  property,  as 
individuals,  for  the  independence  and  confti- 
tution  of  their  country,  would,  without  he- 
fitation,  attack  an  hundred  thoufand  French- 
men. 

As  to  the  relative  Ikill  of  the  commanders, 
it  would  ill  become  me  to  give  any  opinion 
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upon  that  point.  If  I  were  to  admit  that  the 
French  generals  are  not  inferior  to  our  own 
in  martial  ability,  yet  in  the  local  knowledge 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  corrednefs  and 
fidelity  of  the  information  they  will  receive, 
ours  will  certainly  have  the  advantage. 

But  if  the  French  are  not  our  fuperiors, 
either  in  men  or  money,  in  the  valour  of  their 
foldiers,  or  the  ikill  of  their  commanders, 
what  have  we  to  apprehend,  fhould  we  be 
forced  to  fight  them  on  our  own  ground  ? 
A  thoufand  evils,  no  doubt,  attend  a  country 
becoming  the  feat  of  war,  to  which  we  arc 
ftrangers,  and  to  which,  through  the  good 
providence  or  God,  and  the  energy  of  our 
navy,  we  fhall  icng,  I  truft,  continue  Gran- 
gers. But  fhould  the  matter  happen  other- 
wife,  fhould  the  enemy,  by  any  untoward 
accident,  land  their  forces,  I  fee  no  reafon 
why  we  fhould  deipair  of  our  country,  if  we 
are  only  faithful  to  ourfelves,  if,  forgetting, 
all  party  animofity,  we  ftand  collected  as  one 
man  again  {I  them. 

Many  honefl  men,    I  am  feniible,    have 
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been  alarmed  into  a  belief,  that  were  the 
French  to  invade  this  country,  they  would 
be  joined  by  great  numbers  of  difcon tented 
men.  This  is  not  my  opinion.  That  they 
would  be  joined  by  a  few  of  the  worft  men 
in  the  country,  by  thieves  and  robbers,  and 
outcafts  of  fociety,  is  probable  enough  ;  but 
that  any  individual,  pofferling  either  property 
or  character,  that  any  refpeclable  body  of 
men,  would  fo  far  indulge  their  difcontents, 
as  to  ruin  their  country  and  themfelves,  in 
gratifying  their  refentment,  is  what  nothing 
but  experience  can  convince  me  of.  ' 

I  have  heard  of  a  Difl'enter  in  Yorkfhire, 
(a  man  of  great  wealth  and  eftimation),  who, 
on  the  laft  rejection  of  the  petition  for  the 
repeal  of  the  ted-aft,  declared  that  he  would 
go  all  lengths  to  carry  his  point—but  I  con- 
iider  this  declaration  as  made  during  the  irri- 
tation of  the  moment,  and  as  oppoiite  to  the 
general  principles  of  that  body  of  men.  The 
DhTenters  have  on  trying  occafions  fhewn 
their  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick 
and  the  principles  of  the  revolution  ;  and  I 
ihould  think  myfelf  guilty  of  calumny,  if  I 
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mould  fay  that  they  had  in  any  degree  aban- 
doned either  their  attachment  or  their  prin- 
ciples, or  were  difpofed  to  join  the  invaders 
of  their  country. 

There  is  another  fet  of  men  whom  it 
feems  the  famion  of  the  day  to  reprefent  as 
enemies  of  the  ftate,  to  ftigmatize  as  re- 
publicans, levellers,  jacobins.  But  vul- 
gar traduction  of  character,  party-coloured 
reprefentation  of  principle,  make  no  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind ;  nor  ought  they  to 
make  any  impreffion  on  yours.  The  moft 
refpedtable  of  thofe  who  are  anxious  for  the 
reform  of  parliament  have  not,  in  my  judge- 
ment, any  views  hoftile  to  the  constitution. 
They  may,  perhaps,  be  miflaken  in  believ- 
ing an  effectual  reform  practicable,  without 
a  revolution;  but  few  of  them,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  would  be  difpofed  to  attain  their  ob- 
ject with  fuch  a  confequence  accompanying 
it ;  and  fewer  ftill  would  \vifh  to  make  the 
experiment  under  the  aufpices  of  a  French* 
invader. 

There  may  be  fome  real  republicans  in  the 
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kingdom;  their  number,  I  am  convinced,  is 
extremely  fmall;  and  they  are,  probably, 
republicans  more  in  theory  than  practice; 
they  are,  probably,  of  the  fame  fentiments 
with  the  late  Dr.  Price,  who,  being  aiked  a 
few  months  before  his  death,  whether  he 
really  wifhed  to  fee  a  republic  eflablifhed  in 
England,  anfwered  in  the  negative.  "  He 
"  preferred,"  (he  faid,)  "  a  republican 
"  to  a  monarchical  form  of  government, 
*e  when  the  constitution  was  to  be  formed 
"  anew,  as  in  America;  but,  in  old  efta- 
"  blifhed  governments,  fuch  as  England,  he 
"  thought  the  introduction  of  a  republic 
"  would  coft  more  than  it  was  worth,  would 
"  be  attended  with  more  mifchief  than  ad- 
"  vantage." 

I  have  a  firm  perfuafion  that  the  French 
will  find  themfelves  difappointed,  if  they 
expedl  to  be  fupported  in  their  expedition 
by  the  difcontented  in  this  country.  They 
have  already  made  a  trial;  the  event  of  it 
fhould  lower  their  confidence;  the  Welch, 
of  all  denominations,  rumed  upon  their  Gal- 
lic enemies,  with  the  impetuofity  of  ancient 
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Britons;  they  difcomfited  them  in  a  mo- 
ment; they  covered  them  with  mame,  and 
led  them  into  captivity.  The  common  peo- 
ple in  this  fortunate  ifland,  enjoy  more  li- 
berty, more  confequence,  more  comfort -of 
every  kind,  than  the  common  people  of  any 
other  country  ;  and  they  are  not  infenfible  of 
their  felicity ;  they  will  never  ereft  the  tree  of 
liberty.  They  know  it  by  its  fruit;  the  bit- 
ter fruit  of  flavery,  of  contempt,  oppreffion 
and  poverty  to  themfelves,  and  probably  to 
their  poilerity. 

If  Ireland  is  the  object  of  invafion,  France 
may  flatter  herfelf,  perhaps,  with  the  expec- 
tation of  being  more  favourably  received 
there  than  in  Great  Britain:  but  I  trull  me 
will  be  equally  difappointed  in  both  countries. 
J  mean  not  to  enter  into  the  politics  of  Ire- 
land ;  but,  confidering  her  as  a  fifter  king- 
dom, I  cannot  wholly  omit  adverting  to  her 
fituation. 

I  look  upon  England  and  Ireland  as  two 
bodies  which  are  grown  together,  with 
different  members  and  organs  of  fenfe,  but 


nou  rimed  by  the  circulation  of  the  fame 
blood :  whilft  they  continue  united  they  will 
live  and  profper;  but  if  they  fufFer  them- 
felves  to  be  feparated  by  the  force  or  cunning 
of  an  enemy;  if  they  quarrel  and  tear  them- 
felves  afunder,  both  will  inftamly  perifh. 
Would  to  God,  that  there  were  equity  and 
moderation  enough  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  to  fufFer  fmall  ftates  to  enjoy  their 
independence ;  but  the  hiftory  of  the  world 
is  little  elfs  than  the  hiftory  of  great  ftates 
facrificing  fmall  ones  to  their  avarice  or  am- 
bition ;  and  the  prefent  defigns  of  France, 
throughout  Europe,  confirm  the  obfervation. 
If  Ireland  fo  far  liftens  to  her  refentment 
(however  it  has  originated)  againft  this  king- 
dom; if  (he  fo  far  indulges  her  chagrin 
againft  her  own  legiflature,  as  to  feek  for 
redrefs  by  throwing  herfelf  into  the  arms  of 
France,  me  will  be  undone,  her  freedom 
will  be  loft,  me  will  be  funk  in  the  fcale  of 
nations;  inftead  of  flourifhing  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  a  iifter  that  loves  her,  me  will  be 
fettered  as  a  flave  to  the  feet  of  the  greateft 
defpot  that  ever  affli&ed  human  kind — to  the 
feet  of  French  democracy. 
c  3 


Let  the   mal-contents  in  every   nation  ot 
Europe    look    at   Holland,  and  at  Belgium. 
Holland  was  an  hive  of  bees ;  her  fbiis  flew 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind  to  every  corner  of 
the  globe,  and  returned  laden  with  the  fweets 
of  every  climate.     Belgium  was  a  garden  of 
herbs,  the  oxen  were  ftrong  to  labour,  the 
fields  were  thickly  covered  with  the  abund- 
ance   of  the  harveft. — Unhappy  Dutchmen  ! 
You   will  fUil  toil,  but  not    for  your  own 
comfort;    you  will  ftill  collect   honey,   but 
not  for  yourfelves;     France  will  feize    the 
hive  as  often  as  your  iuduftry  fhall  have  filled 
it.     Ill-judging  Belgians  !  you  will  no  longer 
eat  in  fecurity  the  fruits  of  your  own  grounds ; 
France  will  find  occafion,  or  will  make  oc- 
cafion,  to  participate  largely  in  your  riches; 
it  will  be  more  truly  faid  of  yourfelves  than 
of  your  oxen,  "  yo*u  plough  the  fields,  but 
not  for  your  own  profit !" 

i 

France  threatens  us  with  the  payment  of 
what  fhe  calls  a  debt  of  indemnification ;  and 
the  longer  we  refift  her  efforts  to  fubdue  us, 
the  larger  (he  fays  this  debt  will  become  ; 
and  fhe  tells  us,  that  all  Europe  knows  that 


this  debt  mufl  be  paid  one  time  or  other — 
And  does  fhe  think  that  this  flourifh  will 
frighten  us  ?  It  ought  to  move  our  contempt, 
it  ought  to  fire  us  with  indignation,  •  and, 
above  all,  it  ought  to  inftrucT:  every  man 
amongft  us  what  we  are  to  expect,  if  through 
fupinenefs,  cowardice,  or  diviiion,  we  fuffer 
her  mad  attempt  to  prove  fuccefsful.  She 
may  not  murder  or  carry  into  ilavery  the  in- 
habitants of  the  land  ;  but  under  the  pre- 
tence of  indemnification,  (he  will  demand 
millions  upon  tens  of  millions ;  fhe  will  beg- 
gar every  man  of  property ;  and  reduce  the 
lower  orders  to  the  condition  of  her  own  pea- 
fants  and  artificers— black  bread,  onions,  and 
water. 

France  wifhes  to  feparate  the  people  from 
the  throne  ;  fhe  inveighs,  in  harm  language, 
againft  the  King,  and  the  cabinet  of  Saint 
James' ;  and  fpeaks  fairly  to  the  people  of  the 
land.  But  the  people  of  the  land  are  too  wife 
to  give  heed  to  her  profeffions  of  kindnefs. 
If  there  be  a  people  in  Europe  on  whom  fuch 
practices  arc  loft,  it  is  ourfelves.  All  our 
people  are  far  better  educated,  have  faryufter 


notions  of  government,  far  more  fhrewdnefs 
in  detecting  the  defigns  of  thole  who  would 
miilead  them,  than  the  people  of  any  other 
country  have,  not  excepting  SwhTerland  it- 
felf.  There  is  no  caufe  to  fear  that  French 
hypocrify  fhould  be  fuperior  to  Britiih  faga- 
city.  Let  France  approach  us  with  the  cou- 
rage of  a  lion,  or  with  the  cunning  of  a  fox, 
we  are  equally  prepared  to  meet  her  ;  we  can 
refift  her  arms,  and  we  can  expofe  her  ar- 
tifice. 

France  reproaches  us  with  being  the  ty- 
rants of  the  ocean ;  and  we  all  remember  the 
armed  neutrality,  which  was  entered  into  by 
the  maritime  ftates  of  Europe  during  the 
American  war.  It  originated,  as  was  faid, 
from  our  affuming  a  dominion  on  the  feas, 
which  the  law  of  nations  did  not  allow.  I 
cannot  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  this  quef- 
tion  here  ;  and  it  is  lefs  neceflary  to  do  it  any 
where,  as  it  has  been  ably  diicufled  many 
years  ago.  I  fincerely  hope  the  accuiation 
againil  us  is  not  juft  ;  for  no  tyranny  either 
can  be,  or  ought  to  be  lafting  ?  I  am  an  utter 
enemy  to  all  dominion  founded  in  mere 


power,  unaccompanied  with  a  juft  regard  to 
the  rights  of  individuals  or  nations.  Conti- 
nental ftatcs,  however,  ought  to  make  fome 
allowance  for  our  zeal  in  claiming,  and  our 
energy  in  maintaining,  a  fuperiority  at  fea ; 
our  infular  fituation  gives  us  a  right  which 
they  cannot  plead  ;  they  have  fortreffes  for 
their  defence  againft  their  enemies ;  but  fleets 
are  the  fortreffes  of  Great  Britain. 

We  wifh  to  preferve  our  fuperiority  at  fea 
for  our  own  advantage,  but  other  nations  are 
not  uninterefted  in  our  doing  it.  If  by  the 
voluntary  afiiftance  of  Spain  and  Holland,  by 
the  conflraintd  concurrence  of  what  was  Ve- 
nice, by  the  improvident  acquiefcence  of 
Ruflia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the  other 
naval  powers  of  Europe  or  America,  the  tri- 
dent of  the  ocean  (for  fome  one  nation  mufr, 
poffefs  it)  fhould  be  transferred  from  Great 
Britain  to  France,  they  will  all  have  caufe  to 
lament  its  having  exchanged  its  mafter. 
They  may  at  prefent  think  otherwife,  and 
be  pleafed  with  the  profpecl:  of  our  humilia- 
tion (I  fpeak  not  this  as  if  I  thought  that 
humiliation  would  happen,  for  no  man  has 


an  higher  confidence  in  our  navy  than  1 
have)  but  I  fpeak  it  with  a  prophetic  warn- 
ing to  thole  nations,  that  they  may  fee  the 
error  of  their  politics  before  it  becomes  im- 
poffible  to  retrieve  it.  If  France  becomes  as 
great  by  fea  as  me  is  become  by  land,  Eu- 
rope will  have  no  hope,  but  that  her  chains 
may  be  light. 

The  channels  of  commerce,  were  they 
open  alike  to  the  enterprize  of  all  nations, 
are  fb  numerous  and  copious  in  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  globe,  that  the  induftry  of  all  the 
manufacturers  in  Europe  might  be  fully  em- 
ployed in  fupplying  them.  America  is  dou- 
bling her  numbers,  and  will  for  many  years 
want  fupplies  from  the  manufactories  of  Great 
Britain.  Africa  will  in  time  civilize  her  mil- 
lions, and  afford  for  centuries  a  market  for 
the  commodities  of  all  Europe.  What  folly 
is  it  then  in  civilized,  what  wickednefs  in 
chriftian  ftates,  to  be  engaged  every  ten  or 
twenty  years  in  deftroying  millions  of  men, 
for  the  protection  or  the  acquifition  of  arbi- 
trary monopolies? 


There  ftill  remains  another  fubjecl:  which 
I  am  moft  anxious  to  recommend  to  your  fe- 
rious  conficleration — the  attempts  of  bad  men 
to  rob  you  of  your  religion. 

It  is  now  fomewhat  more  than  feventy 
years,  fince  certain  men  who  efteemed  them- 
felves  philoibphers,  and  who,  unqueftion- 
ably,  were  men  of  talents,  began  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  continent,  but  efpecially 
in  France  and  Germany,  to  attack  thechrif- 
tian  religion.  The  deiign  has  been  carried 
on  by  them  and  others,  under  various  deno- 
minations, from  that  time  to  the  preient 
hour.  In  order  to  accomplifh  their  end, 
they  have  published  an  infinity  of  books, 
fome  of  them  diftinguimed  by  wit  and  ridi- 
cule, unbecoming  the  vaft  importance  of  the 
fubjecl:,  and  all  fluffed  with  falfe  quotations 
and  ignorant  or  defigned  mifreprefentations 
offcripture,  or  filled  with  objed ions  again  ft 
human  corruptions  of  faith,  and  for  which 
ChriiHanity  cannot  be  accountable. 

A  fimilar  attempt,  I  have  rcafon  to  believe, 
has  for  fome  years  been  carrying  on  amongft 
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ourfelves,  and  by  the  fame  means.  Irreligious 
pamphlets  have  been  circulated  with  great 
induftry,  fold  at  afmall  price,  or  given  away 
to  the  lowed  of  the  people,  in  every  great 
town  in  the  kingdom.  The  profane  ftyle  of 
thefe  pamphlets  is  fuited  to  the  tafle  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  confident  affertions  which 
they  contain  are  well  calculated  to  impofe 
on  the  underftanding  of  the  unlearned  ;  and 
it  is  among  the  wicked  and  the  ignorant  that 
the  enemies  of  religion  and  government  are 
endeavouring  to  propagate  their  tenets. 

It  is  here  fuppofed  that  the  enemies  of  re- 
ligion are  alfo  the  enemies  of  government ;  but 
this  muft  be  underftood  with  fome  reft  fiction. 
There  are,  it  may  be  faid,  many  deifts  in 
this  country,  who  are  fenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages of  a  regular  government,  and  who  would 
be  as  unwilling  as  the  moft  orthodox  be- 
lievers in  the  kingdom,  that  our  own  mould 
be  overturned— this  may  be  true — but  it  is 
true  alfo,  that  they  who  wifh  to  overthrow 
the  government  are  not  only,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  unbelievers  themfelves,  but  that  they 
found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  infidelity 
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of  the  common  people.  They  are  fenfible 
that  no  government  can  long  fubfift,  if  the 
bulk  of  the  people  have  no  reverence  for  a 
fupreme  being,  no  fear  of  perjury ;  no  ap- 
prehenfion  of  futurity,  no  check  from  con- 
fcience ;  and  forefeeing  the  rapine,  devafta- 
tion,  and  blood  thed,  which  ufually  attend 
the  laft  convulfions  of  a  ftate  irruggling  for 
its  political  exiftence,  they  wifh  to  prepare 
proper  actors  for  this  dreadful  cataftrophe, 
by  brutalizing  mankind  ;  for  it  is  by  religion 
more  than  any  other  principle  of  human  na- 
ture, that  men  are  diltinguimed  from  brutes. 

The  mafs  of  the  people  has,  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  been  the  mean  of  effectuating 
great  revolutions,  both  good  and  bad.  The 
phyfical  flrength  of  the  bulk  of  a  nation  is 
irrefiftible,  but  it  is  incapable  of  felf-direction. 
It  is  the  inftrument  which  wife,  brave,  and 
virtuous  men  ufe  for  the  extinction  of  ty- 
ranny, under  whatever  form  of  government 
it  may  exift  ;  and  it  is  the  iuftrument  alfo, 
which  men  of  bad  morals,  defperate  fortunes, 
and  licentious  principles,  ufe  for  the  fubver- 
tfon  of  every  government,  however  juft  in 
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its  origin,  however  equitable  in  its  admini- 
ftration,  however  conducive  to  the  ends  for 
which  fociety  has  been  eftablimed  among 
mankind.  It  is  againft  the  machinations  of 
thefe  men,  fecret  or  open,  folitary  or  aflb- 
ciated,  that  I  with  to  warn  you  ;  they  will 
firft  attempt  to  perfuade  you  that  there  is  no- 
thing after  death,  no  heaven  for  the  good, 
no  hell  for  the  wicked,  that  there  is  no  God, 
or  none  who  regards  your  actions  ;  and  when 
you  mail  be  convinced  of  this,  they  will 
think  you  properly  prepared  to  perpetrate 
every  crime  which  may  be  neceflary  for  the 
furtherance  of  their  own  defigns,  for  the  gra- 
tification of  their  ambition,  their  avarice,  or 
their  revenge. 

No  civil,  no  ecclefiaftical  conflitution  can 
be  fo  formed  by  human  wifdom  as  to  admit 
of  no  improvement  upon  an  increafe  of  wif- 
dom ;  as  to  require  no  alteration  when  an  al- 
teration in  the  knowledge,  manners,  opi- 
nions, and  circumftances  of  a  people  has 
taken  place.  But  men  ought  to  have  the 
modefryto  know  for  what  they  are  fitted,  and 
the  difcretion  to  confine  their  exertions  to 
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fubjects   of  which,  they  have  a  competent 
knowledge. 

There  is  perhaps  little  difference  in  the 
ftrength  of  memory,  in  the  acutenefs  of  dif- 
cernment,  in  the  folidity  of  judgement,  in  any 
of  the  intellectual  powers  on  which  know- 
ledge depends,  between  a  fhitefman  and  a 
manufacturer,  between  the  moft  learned  di- 
vine and  a  mechanic :  the  chief  difference 
coniifts  in  their  talents  being  applied  to  dif- 
ferent fubjecls.  All  promote  both  the  public 
good,  and  their  own,  when  they  act  within 
their  proper  fpheres,  and  all  do  harm  to 
themfelves,  and  others,  when  they  go  out  of 
them.  You  would  view  with  contempt  a 
flatefman,  who  fliould  undertake  to  regulate 
a  great  manufactory  without  having  been 
brought  up  to  buiinefs;  or  a  divine,  who 
fhould  become  a  mechanic  without  having 
learned  his  trade ;  but  is  not  a  mechanic,  or. 
manufacturer,  ftili  more  mifchievous  and  ri- 
diculous, who  affects  to  become  a  ftatefman, 
or  to  folve  the  difficulties  which  occur  in 
divinity?  Now  this  is  precifely  what  the 
men  I  am  cautioning  you  agaiuft  wifh  you  to 
do — they  harangue,  you  on  the  diforders  of 
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our  conftitution,  and  propofe  remedies;  they 
propound  to  you  fubtilties  in  metaphyfics  and 
divinity,  and  deiireyou  to  explain  them;  and 
becaufe  you  are  not  prepared  to  do  this,  or  to 
anfwer  all  their  objections  to  our  govern- 
ment, they  call  upon  you  to  reject  religion, 
natural  and  revealed,  as  impoftures,  and  to 
break  up  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  as 
an  enormous  mafs  of  incurable  corruption. 

No  one,  I  truft,  will  fufpecl:  the  writer  of 
contending  that  great  abufts  in  church  or 
ftate  ought  to  be  perpetuated,  or  of  wifhing 
that  any  one  dogma  of  our  holy  religion 
Ihould  not  be  difcufied  with  decent  freedom 
(for  the  more  religion  is  tried,  the  more  it 
will  be  refined ;)  but  he  does  contend  that 
the  faith  of  unlearned  chriftians  ought 
not  to  be  fhaken  by  lies  and  blafphemies;  he 
does  contend  that  it  is  better  to  tolerate 
abufes,  till  they  can  be  reformed  by  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  wifeft  and  the  beft  men  in  the 
kingdom,  than  to  fubmit  the  removal  of 
them  to  the  frothy  frequenters  of  ale-honfes, 
to  the  difcontented  declaimers  againft  our 
eftablimment,  to  the  miierable  dregs  of  the 
nation  who  feek  for  diftinclion  in  public 
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confuiion.     An  ancient  fabrick  may  by  mere 
force   be  defaced  and  thrown  down ;  but  it 
requires  the   knowledge  and    caution  of  an 
architect  to  beautify  and  repair  it.     You  are 
fenfible  that  the  moft  ingenious  piece  of  me- 
chanifm   may   be  fpoiled   by  the    play  of  a 
child,  or  broken  to  pieces  by  the  blow  of  an 
ideot  or  a  madman ;  and  can  you  think  that 
the  machine  of  government,  the  moft  inge- 
nious and  complicated  of  all  others,  may  not 
at  once  be  delpoiled  of  all  its  elegance,  and 
deprived  of  ail  its  functions,  by  the  rude  and 
bungling  attempts  of  the  unikilful  to  amend 
its  motion  ? 

I  have  not  time  to  lay  before  you  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  that  infidelity  with  refpect  to 
revealed  religion—of  that  fcepticifm  wiih.re- 
fpedt  to  natural  religion — of  that  infanity 
with  refpecl  to  government,  which  have,  by 
their  combined  influence  o'/erwhelmec1  with 
calamity  one  of  the  left.  Sates  in  Eu- 

rope, and  which  menace  with  deftrucYton 
every  other.  ]  ;>.ave  not  time  to  mew  you 
by  detailed  quotations  from  the  writings  of 
the  French  and  German  philofophers — that 
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the  fuperftition  of  the  church  of  Rome  made 
them  infidels — that  a  mifapprehenfion  of  the 
extent  of  human  knowledge  made  them  fcep- 
tics — and  that  the  tyranny  of  the  continental 
governments  made  them  enemies  of  all  go- 
vernment, except  of  that  filly  fyflem  of  de- 
mocratic liberty  and  equality,  which  never 
has  had,  nor  ever  can  have  a  permanent  efta- 
blifhment  amongfl  mankind. 

Though  I  cannot,  in  this  fhort  and  general 
addrefs,  enter  fully  or  deeply  into  thele  mat- 
ters, I  may  be  allowed  to  fay  to  thefe  philo- 
fophers — how  has  it  happened  that  men  of 
your  penetration,  in  munning  one  vice,  have 
fallen,  like  fools,  into  its  oppolite?  Does 
it  follow  that  Jefus  Chrift  wrought  no  mira- 
cles, becaufe  the  church  of  Rome  has  pre- 
tended to  work  many  ?  Does  it  follow  that 
the  apoftles  were  not  honcft  men,  becaufe 
there  have  been  priefts,  bifhops  and  Popes 
who  were  hypocrites  ?  Is  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion to  be  ridiculed  as  more  abfurd  than  pa- 
ganifm,  to  be  vilified  as  lefs  credible  than 
mahometanifm,  to  be  reprefented  as  impious 
and  abominable,  becaufe  men,  in  oppofition 
to  every  precept  of  Chrift,  and  to  every  prac- 
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tice  of  the  apoftles,  have  worfhipped  imnges, 
prayed  to  dead  men,  believed  in  tranfubftan- 
tiation,  granted  indulgencies,  erected  inqni- 
fitions,  and  roafted  honeft  men  alive  for  not 
complying  with  their  fuperfHtion? 

With  refpect  to  natural  religion,  I  would 
fay  to  them — you  complain  that  you  cannot 
comprehend  the  creation  of  the  univerfe,  nor 
the  providence  of  God;  and  is  this  your  want 
of  ability  to  become  as  wife  as  your  maker  a 
reafon  for  doubting  whether  there  ever  was  a 
creation,  and  whether  there  is  a  providence? 
What  mould  you  think  of  a  neft  of  reptiles, 
which,  being  immured   in  a  dark  corner  of 
one  of  the  loweft  apartments  of  a  magnifi- 
cent houfe,  mould  affect  to  argue  againft  the 
houfe  having  ever  been   built,    or  its  being 
then  taken  care  of.     You  are  thofe  reptiles 
with  refpect  to  your  knowledge  of  the  time 
when  God  created,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  ftill  take?  care  of  the  world. — You  cannot, 
you  tell  us,  reconcile  the  omnifcience  of  God 
with  the  freedom  of  man — is  this  a  reafon  for 
your  doubting  of  the  freedom  which  you  feel 
you  poilcis,  or  of  the  power  of  God  cu  under- 
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itand  the  nature  of  what  he  has  made? — You 
cannot  comprehend  how  it  is  poflible  for  an  im- 
material being  to  be  acted  upon  by  material 
organs  of  fenfe — will  you  therefore  deny  the 
exigence  of  your  foul  as  a  fubi'Wnce  difHnd: 
from  your  body?  do  you  not  perceive  that  it 
muft  equally  furpafs  your  underfUnding  how 
matter,  acting  upon  matter,  can  produce 
any  thing  but  motion ;  can  give  rife  to  per^ 
ception,  thought,  will,  memory,  to  all  thofe 
intellectual  powers,  by  which  arts  and  fcien-? 
ces  are  invented  and  indefinitely  improved  ? 

With  refpedl  to  government,  I  would  fay  to 
them—^admitting  that  there  is  a  natural  equa- 
lity amongft  mankind,  does  it  follow  that 
there  may  not  be,  or  that  there  ought  not  to 
be,  an  hi  touted  inequality  ?  Admitting  that 
men,  before  ihey  enter  into  fociety,  are  free 
from  the  dominion  of  each  other,  does  it  fol- 
low that  they  may  not  voluntarily  relinquim 
the  liberty  of  a  flate  of  nature,  in  order  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  comfort  and  obtain  the 
fecunty  of  a  {late  of  fociety  ?  Can  there  be 
no  juft  government,  becaufe  there  is  and  has 
been  much  oppreifcon  in  the  world,  no  poll- 
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tical  freedom  in  Great  Britain,  becaufe  there 
was,  during  the  monarchy,  little  in  France; 
where  there  is,  probably,  {till  lefs  than  there 
was  ?  Does  it  follow  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
diftinftion  in  fociety,  with  refpect  to  rank  or 
nches,  becaufe  there  are  none  in  a  ftate  of 
nature  ;  though  nature  herfdf  has  made  a 
great  difference  amongft  the  individuals  of 
our  fpecies  as  to  health,  ftrength,  judgment, 
genius,  as  to  all  thofe  powers  which,  either 
in  a  ftate  of  nature  or  fociety,  neceflarily  be- 
come the  caufes  and  occafions  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  one  man  over  another  ?  Does  it 
follow  that  rich  men  ought  to  be  plundered, 
and  men  of  rank  degraded,  becaufe  a  few  may 
be  found  in  every  ftate  who  have  abufed  their 
pre-eminence,  or  mifapplied  their  wealth  ? 
In  a  word,  does  it  follow  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  religion,  no  government,  no  fubordina- 
tion  amongft  men,  becaufe  religion  may  de- 
generate into  fuperftition,  government  into 
tyranny,  and  fubordination  into  (la very  ?— 
As  reafonably  might  it  be  argued,  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  wine,  becaufe  fome  men  may 
become  drunkards  ;  no  meat,  becaufe  fome 
men  may  become^ gluttons  ;  no  air,  no  fire, 
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ho  water,  becaufe  thefe  natural  fources  of 
general  felicity  may  accidentally  become  in- 
flruments  of  partial  calamity  ? 

He  who  perufes  with  attention  the  works 
of  thofe  foreigners,  who  for  the  laft  feventy 
or  eighty  years  have  written  againfr.  revealed 
or  natural  religion,  and  compares  them  with 
the  writings  of  our  Englim  deifts  towards  the 
end  of  the  laft  and  the  beginning  or  middle 
of  the  prefent  century,  will  perceive  that  the 
former  have  borrowed  all  their  arguments  and 

o 

objections  from  the  latter ;  he  will  perceive 
alfo  that  they  are  far  inferior  to  them  in  learn- 
ing and  acutenefs,  but  that  they  furpaf>  them 
in  ridicule,  in  audacity,  in  blafphemy,  in  mif- 
reprefentation,  in  all  the  miiera  le  arts  by 
which  men  are  wont  to  defend  a  bad  caufe  ; 
they  furpafs  them  too  in  th_ir  mifchievous 
endeavours  to  difleminate  their  principles 
amongft  thofe  who,  from  their  education, 
are  leaft  qualified  to  refute  their  fophiftry. 

fuftly  may  we  call  their  reafoning  fophiftry, 
fmce  it  was  not  able  to  convince  even  them- 
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felves.     One  of  the  mofl  eminent  of  them, 
(Voltaire)  who  had  been  a  theift,  a  mareria- 
lift,   a  diibeliever   of  a   future  ftate  all  his 
days,  alked  with  evident  anxiety  a  few  years 
before  his  death,  Is  there  a  God  fuch  as  men 
fpeak  of?  Is  there  a  foul  fuch  as  people  ima- 
gine ?  Is  there  any  thing  to  hope  for  after 
death  ?     He  leems  to  have  been  continent  in 
nothing,    but   in   his  hatred  of  that   gofpel 
which  would  have  enlightened  the  obfcurity 
in  which  he  was  involved,  and  at  once  diihpa- 
ted  all  his  doubcs.     As  to  his  notions  of  go- 
vernment, he  appears   to  have  been   as  un- 
fettled  in  them  as  in  his  religious  fentiments  ; 
for  though  he  had  been  one  of  the  mofl  zea- 
jious  apofhles  of  liberty  and  equality,  though 
he  had  attacked  monarchical  governments  in 
all  his  writings  with  great  bitternefs,  yet  he 
at  laft  confeired  to  one  of  the  greateft  princes 
then  in  Europe,  "  that  he  did  not  love  the  go- 
vernment of  the  loweft  orders — that  he  did 
not  wim  the  re-eflablimment   of  Athenian 
democracy." 

Such  are  the  inconfiflencies  of  men  who, 
by  their  profane  difputation  againft  religion, 
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have  difturbed  the  confciences  of  individuals: 
who,  by  their  fenfelefs  railing  again  ft  go- 
vernment, have  endangered  the  tranquillity 
of  every  nation  in  Europe !  And  it  is  againft 
ftich  men  I  warn  you. 

Are  any  of  you  opprefied  with  poverty, 
difeafe,  and  wretchednefs?  Let  none  of  thefe 
men  beguile  you  of  your  belief  that  "  God 
"  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
"  that  diligently  feek  him," — "  the  protec- 
"  tor  of  them  that  truft  in  him." — Are  any 
of  you  afflicted  in  mind,  defpairing  of  mercy 
through  the  multitude  of  your  fins  ?  Let 
none  of  thefe  men  flagger  your  perfuafion 
that  the  gofpel  is  true  ;  for  therein  you  will 
read  that  "  JefusChrift  came  into  the  \vorld 
"  to  fave  finners" — repent,  and  the  gofpel 
will  give  you  confolation.  Are  any  of  you 
profperous  in  your  circumftances,  and  eafy  in 
your  confciences  ?  Let  none  of  thefe  men, 
by  declaiming  againft  defects  in  our  conftitu- 
tiou,  or  abufes  in  government,  betray  you 
into  an  opinion  that  were  the  prefent  order 
of  things  overturned,  a  better  might,  by  their 
counfels,  be  eftablifhed ;  for,  by  their  couu- 


t     4-     ] 

fels,  you  would  either  be  plundered  of  your 
property,  or  compelled  to  become  their  ac- 
complices in  impiety  and  iniquity.  See  what 
has  happened  in  France  to  all  orders,  to  the 
common  people  as  well  as  to  the  nobility. 
"  The  little  ringer  of  their  republic  has  be- 
"  come  thicker,  more  oppreffive  to  the  whole 
"  nation,  than  the  loins  of  their  monarchy; 
"  they  were  chaftifed  with  whips,  they  are 
*'  chaflifed  with  fcorpions." 

I  am  not  altogether  infenfible  of  the  dan- 
ger I  may  have  incurred,  (mould  matters 
come  to  extremity)  by  thus  publicly  addref- 
fing  my  countrymen.  I  might  have  con- 
cealed my  fentiments,  and  waited  in  retire-  • 
merit,  till  the  ftruggle  had  been  over,  and 
the  iflue  known ;  but  I  difdain  fafety  accom- 
panied with  dimonour.  When  Hannibal  is 
at  the  gates,  who  but  a  poltroon  would  liften 
to  the  timid  counfels  of  neutrality,  or  attempt 
to  fcreen  himfelf  from  the  calamity  coming 
on  his  country,  by  Ikulking  as  a  vagabond 
amid  the  mountains  of  Wales  or  of  Weft- 
moreland  ?  I  am  ready,  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  I  entertain  a  jufl  confidence  in  faying, 
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that  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  loyal  and 
honeft  men  are  as  ready  as  I  am,  to  hazard 
every  thing  in  defence  of  the  country. 

I  pray  God  to  influence  the  hearts  of  both 
fides  to  good  will,  moderation,  and  peace :  to 
grant  to  our  enemy  grace  to  return  to  a  due 
fenfe  of  piety  and  a  belief  in  uncorrupted 
Chriftianity  ;  and  to  imprefs  our  own  minds 
with  a  ferious  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  fo  re- 
penting of  our  fins,  and  fo  reforming  our 
lives,  as  may  enable  us  to  hope  for  his  pro- 
tection againft  all  enemies,  foreign  and  do- 
meftic. 

R.  LANDAFF. 

London, 
Jan.  20,  1798 
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T  0 

THE  MOST  REVEREND 
HIS    GRACE 

JOHN,  LORD  ARCHBISHOP 

O  F 

CANTERBURY. 

MY    LORD, 

JL  HE  unremitting  attention  to  the 

V 

Exigencies  of  Religion,  which  dif- 
tinguifli  your  Grace's  Adminiftra^ 
tion  in  the  exalted  ftation  wherein 

Provi- 


providence  hath  placed  You,  might 
afford  a  plea  for  the  liberty  I  take. 
in  requePdng  permiflion  to  fhelter 
under  your  Authority  the  following 
pages ;  claiming,  as  in  common  with 
whatever  is  connected  with  Religion, 
the  condefceniion  of  your  Grace's 
protection.  But  I  have  an  additi- 
onal motive  ;  the  fatisfa&ion  of  thus 
publickly  expreffing  my  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  many  favours,  with 
which  your  Grace  hath  been  plea- 
fed  to  honour  me. 

The  fubject  of  thofe  pages,  though 
indeed  fo  trite  as  to  have  exercifed 

:    ' 
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the  pen"  of  contemplative  men  evef 
fince  the  institution  of  letters,  is  fo 
interefting  alfo,  as  to  juftify  every 
effort  to  place  it  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
cleareft  points  of  view.  It  enhances 
the  enjoyment  of  profperity,  by  fe- 
curing  the  continued  profpedl  of  it : 
under  the  fhade  of  adverfity,  it  is 
Always  the  greateft,  fometimes  the 
only,  topic  of  confolation. 

By  Dignity  of  Chara6ter,  by  Ex- 
ample of  Life  and  Solidity  of  Judg- 
ment, which  in  your  Grace  adorn 
the  ftation  you  fill,  and  mark  your 
adminiftration,  that  you  may  long 

continue 
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continue  to  conduct  the  important 
concerns  in  which  the  interefts  of 
this  world  and  the  next  are  united, 
is  the  prayer  of; 

MY    LORD, 

With  the  greateft   Refpecl:, 
Your  Grace's  dutiful 
Moft  obliged 
And  obedient  Servant 

R.  SHEPHERD, 


DISCOURSES 

O  N    A 

FUTURE    EXISTENCE* 


SERMON     I. 

i  COR.  xv.  Iv. 

O   DEATH,   WHERE    IS  THY    STING  ? 
O  GRAVE,   WHERE    IS  THY   VICTORY  ? 

J.N  a  Chriilian  Country  little  might  we  have 
fuppofed  to  fee  the  ETERNAL  HOUSE*  of  the 
antient  difciples  of  Epicurus  revived,  not  by 
ia  few  individuals  only,  but  by  a  public  avowal 
of  the  doctrine.  -J- 


*  DOMUS  ETERNA.  So  the  Epicureans,  as  appears 
by  many  of  their  infcriptions,  ufed  to  flile  their  burying 
grounds. 

f  On  the  portal  of  a  great  national  cemetary  at  Paris 
-is  infcribed  "  AU  SOMMIIL  ETERNAL." 


2     Difcourfes  on  a  future  Exiftence,  &c. 

Great  Heaven  !  and  fhall  that  yawning  grave 
bury  in  eternal  darknefs  all  that  was  once  moft 
dear  to  me  ?  Shall  that  reach  of  mind  on  which 
with  rapt  attention  I  have  fo  often  hung,  that 
glow  of  love  and  friendfhip  which  once  entranced 
the  congenial  foul,  fhall  all  that  virtue  too,  which 
in  the  dear  objecl:  of  my  affedion  exalted  human 
nature,  there  moulder  in  eternal  duft  ?  Is  this 
the  comfort,  vain  philofophy,  thou  bringeft  a 
mind  drooping  under  affliction's  heavieft  bolt  ? 
Oh,  no  :  the  language  of  true  philofophy  fpeaks 
better  things.  Let  us  then  under  its  guidance 
endeavour  to  read  that  language  j  as  we  find  it 
Written  in  the  fair  page  of  REASON.  Let  us 
hear  what  arguments  of  confolation  it  holds  out 
in  fupport  of  the  hope  with  which  it  chears  me ; 
the  foothing  hope,  that  the  friend  of  my  bofom, 
though  for  a  moment  torn  from  it,  ftill  lives  and 
is  happy,  looks  down  fuperiour  on  the  anguifh 
that  wrings  the  heart  of  fenfibility,  and  whifper- 
ing  confolation  fuggefts,  he  has  only  changed  his 
refidence,  and  taken  the  deflined  journey  a  little 
before  me.  And  if  it  be  not  to  intrude  too  far 
into  hidden  myfteries,  while  we  are  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  we  will  a  little  further  extend  our  inveftiga- 
tion  ;  and  enquire  whether  it  fupplies  us  wich  a. 
fay  of  hope,  that  we  mail  ever  meet  again. 

I.  And 
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I.  And  fir";,  looking  into  the  ftate  of  my  own 
inind  at  this  moment,  do  I  not  feel  conviction, 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  am  endeavouring  to  prove  ? 
Why  do  I  poficfs  fuch  a  Degree  of  intellectual 
faculty,  as  enables  me  to  argue  about  a  future 
ftate,  if  it  have  no  exiftence.  Why,  in  this  caie, 
do  the  powers  of  the  mind  extend  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  world,  with  which  I  am  only  con- 
cerned :  and  why  extend  thus,  only  to  deceive 
me  ?  Why  in  purfuit  of  this  meteor  blaze  is  my 
attention  diverted  from  more  ufefuJ,  more  inter- 
efting,  more  neceffary  objects'?  If  this  world  be 
the  fum  of  all  to  me ;  hath  it  not  fufficicnt  at- 
tractions, folely  to  engage  the  mind  fo  bounded 
by  it  ?  It  holds  out  pleafures,  that  may  profit- 
ably occupy  me  in  devifing  fchemes  for  the  en- 
joyment of  them.  It  prefents  a  vaft  growth  of 
troubles,  which  reafon  would  be  fufficiently  and 
pertinently  employed  in  devifing  means  to  fhun. 
Foolifh.  Epicurean,  that  on  your  own  principles 
ftand  convicted  of  inconfiftency  !  Why  wade 
your  hours,  and  confume  your  mind,  in  "think*- 
ing  and  arguing  on  fubjects  uninterefdng  to  you 
as  the  foul's  immortality  and  a  future  ftate  : 
thofe  precious  hours  which  nature  allowed  you, 
when  you  chanced  to  burft  into  exiftence,  for 
purpofes  in  common  with  your  fellow  brute 
A  2  more 
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more  near  and  dear  to  you,  and  more  congenial 
to  your  foul  ?  You  trifle,  when  you  urge  they 
are  the  amufements  of  the  mind,  whofe  ftrong 
pinion  often  takes  excurfive  flights  into  ideal 
realms.  The  argument  is  ftill  unanfwered  :  the 
mind  hath  not  a  movement,  on  your  own  princi- 
ples, fo  foreign  to  it:  the  God  of  nature  formed  it 
with  no  volitions  illufory  or  vain.  As  this  world 
furnifhes  us  with  every  object  of  purfuit  necef- 
fary  to  a  being,  that  is  concerned  with  nothing 
beyond  it  j  would  not  the  understanding  have 
ferved  the  purpofes  of  life  beft,  by  being  con- 
lined  to  thofe  purfuits  ?  And  in  that  cafe  would 
not  the  author  of  nature,  have  confined  it  to 
them  ? 

But  ftrange,  and  difficult  to  be  accounted  for, 
on  the  fuppofition  of  man  being  a  mere  ephe- 
mcris  of  the  world  ;  this  faculty  of  reafon,  in 
the  extent  in  which  he  pofTefTes  it,  expatiates 
with  fupreme  delight  on  fubjedts  no  wife  nccef- 
fary  to  the  body,  nor  allied  to  temporary  or 
earthly  objects.  It  extends  itfelf  to  high  and 
Speculative  fubjects  ;  and  while  it  experiences  its 
powers  not  fufficiently  capacious  for  thofe  great 
attainments  to  which  it  at  prefent  afpires,  feels 
the  flattery  of  hope  that  it  (hall  hereafter  be  capa- 
ble even  of  greater.  The  inference  therefore 

from- 


Difcourfes  on  a  future  Exi/tence,  &c.      5 

from  thofe  extenlivc  powers  of  the  mind  is,  that 
its  concerns  are  co-extenfive  with  its  powers. 
The  mole  that  is  formed  to  defte  in  the  earth, 
is  not  endowed  with  the  powers  of  vifion.  And 
why  mould  we  have  faculties  that  rap  the  foul 
to  vifions  of  future  blifs  j  if  we  were  formed  only 
to  grovel  in  this  world,  our  fole  objects  of  con- 
cern, the  good  it  fupplics,  and  the  evil  it  pro- 
duces ?  On  this  fuppofition,  the  art  of  living 
would  be  contracted  within  a  narrow  compafs  ; 
regarding  only  provifion  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  body  and  the  gratification  of  the  fenfes,  and 
th  eavoidance  of  what  might  impede  the  one  and 
deftroy  the  other.  Every  operation  of  mind 
above  what  was  necefiary  to  thofe  concerns  would 
be  a  fuperfluous  provifion  in  nature :  for  inftinct, 
that  directs  the  brute,  would  for  thefe  purpofes 
be  fufficient  to  inform  mankind.  What  need 
of  the  notion  of  a  future  ftate  ;  if  we  be  to  have 
no  concern  in  it  ?  What  need  of  all  abftracled 
(peculations,  if  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
{port  in  this  world,  like  the  Leviathan  in  the 
deep  ;  to  eat,  and  drink,  take  our  paftime  in  it* 
and  die  ?  Indeed  the  idea  of  a  pofl-exiftencc 
would  in  this  cafe  not  only  be  a  fuperfiuous  prin- 
ciple in  the  mind  of  man,  and  foreign  to  his  na- 
ture 5  but  it  would  be  injurious  too.  Conferred 
A3  on 
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on  him  for  the  purpofe  of  exalting  man  above 
the  brute  creation,  and  rendering  him  happier 
than  them,  it  would  have  the  very  oppofite 
effect.  It  rudely  breaks  in  upon  the  pleafurable 
hour,  as  withafalfe  writ  of  enquiry  \  and  menaces 
him  with  imaginary  evils,  when  in  reality  he  has 
nothing  to  fear. 

And  the  truth  of  this  reflection  experience 
evinces,  not  only  in  the  heart-fickening  checks, 
vice  receives  from  fuch  internal  monitions ;  but 
in  the  mind's  moft  elevated  exercife  of  thofe 
high  powers,  which  difqualify  it  both  for  the 
pleaiurcs  and  bufmefs  of  common  life.  Habits 
of  intenfe  thinking  diminim  the  force  of  bodily 
powers  ;  and  the  mind  abforpt  in  elevated  {pecu- 
lations becomes  averfe  to  the  bufy  purfuits  of  life, 
and  lofes  its  relifh  for  the  fatisfadtions  thofc  .pur- 
fuits might  otherwife  afford.  The  exercife  of" 
reafon  Ib  directed  narrows  the  gratifications  re- 
fulting  from  the  intercourfc  of  the  world,  and 
flattens  the  edge  of  enjoyments  derived  from  the 
fenfes.  As  therefore  the  great  enjoyments  of 
this  world  are  the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  and  the 
general  means  of  acquiring  the  command  of  thofe 
pleafures  is  by  a  fteady  and  confined  purfuit  of 
our  worldly  interefts ;  thofe,  who  moil  cultivate 
the  mind,  do  thereby  lefTen  their  opportunities 

cf 
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•of  procuring  the  fatisfactions  of  life,  as  well  as 
blunt  their  relifh  of  thofe  that  may  be  in  their 
poffeffion.  And  hence  follows  the  flat  contra- 
diction ;  that  the  wifer  a  man  is,  the  greater  folly 
he  difcovers.  Hence  too  the  beft  men  are  in 
the  word  condition  -,  in  lofing  their  equal  mare 
.of  common  pleafures,  not  by  a  criminal  abufe  of 
thofe  pleafures,  but  by  living  above  them.  But 
if  with  infinite  rectitude  providence  conduct  the 
affairs  of  this  world ;  that  faculty  of  rcafon,  which 
diftinguifhes  man,  and  exalts  him  above  the  brute 
creation,  conferred  on  him  for  the  purpofe  of 
rendering  him  wifer,  muft  render  him  happier 
too  :  wifer  and  happier  in  the  degree  in  which 
he  refpectively  employs  it  j  if  not  here,  certainly 
in  fome  other  ftate  of  exiftence  :  a  period  where- 
in it  will  be  more  fatisfadtorily  employed,  and  in 
which  it  will  be  glorioufly  rewarded. 

II.  Somewhat  akin  to  this  argument,  in  evi^ 
dence  that  this  life  is  not  the  final  period  of  our 
exiftence,  our  appetites  and  defires  afford  another 
proof.  Thefe  are  ever  on  the  ftretc.h,  yet  never 
fatisfied  :  ever  purfuing  fome  fancied  good,  but 
never  fatisfied  with  the  fruition  of  it.  No  grati- 
fication in  life  is  abfolute.  It  only  leads  to  a 
new  wifh,  and  another  want.  Our  whole  life 
jn  refpect  to  our  whole  exiftence  is  a  ftate  of  in- 
,A  4  fancy  \ 
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fancy  :  adapted  to  each  period  of  it,  we  have 
toys  to  engage  us  ;  of  which  tired  in  turn,  we 
fling  them  away,  and  continue  ever  grafping  at 
fomething,  which  is  ever  out  of  our  reach. 

Now  what  does  this  difsarisfaction  even  with 
the  enjoyments  of  life  teach  •,  but  that  we  are 
not  yet  at  the  place  of  reft,  where  the  great  , 
Author  of  our  nature  defigned  us  to  be  ;  that 
we  are  not  made  folely  for  this  world,  nor  chief- 
ly for  it.  For  as  far  as  we  can  perceive  and 
judge,  all  capacities  are  fatisfied  with  their  fur- 
rounding  objects  :  and  every  thing  finds  reft  and 
fatisfaclion  in  its  own  element.  The  reftlefsnds 
therefore  of  men,  their  difsatisfaction  with  all  en- 
joyments prefent,  and  their  longings  after  fome 
future  fancied  good,  are  plain  indications  that 
there  is  fome  good  before  them,  fome  future  ftate 
of  acquiefcence. 

And  this  argument  derived  from  the  difTatis- 
fadlion  which  wife  and  good  men  experience  in 
the  ordinary  puriuits  and  common  bufmefs,  as 
well  as  in  the  pleafures,  of  life,  proportionably 
greater  in  the  degree  a  man  is  wifcr  and  better, 
will  receive  additional  weight,  in  evidence  that 
man  is  made  for  fome  more  exalted  ftation  -,  if 
we  advert  particularly  to  God's  conduct  in  his 
moral  government  of  the  world.  For  if  a  man 

be- 
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be  diffatisfied  with  the  world  ;  it  is  becaufe  he 
feels  himfelf  unhappy  in  it :  and  if  the  good  and 
virtuous  be  more  apt  to  be  dirTatisfied  with  it, 
that  is,  more  unhappy  in  it,  than  the  diffolute 
and  wicked,  if  virtue  in  a  fingle  inftance  be 
found  united  with  mifery,  fuppofing  there  is  no 
future,  ftate  to  look  to  ;  where  mail  we  look  for 
providential  goodnefs  in  this  ?  On  that  fuppo- 
fition,  the  adminift  ration  of  this  world  appearing 
the  effect  of  ill-defign,  or  at  beft  the  work  of 
chance,  what  becomes  of  divine  wifdom  ?  If  the 
affairs  of  this  world  be  fo  involved  and  intricate, 
that  fuch  unequal  diftribution  of  good  and  evil 
muft  fometimes  neceffarily  take  place  ;  how  mall 
we  afcertain  the  infinitude  of  divine  power  ? 
Thefe  general  obfervations  we  will  in  the  fequel 
proceed  more  diftinctly  to  illuftrate. 

III.  That  Almighty  Being,  which  firft  cre- 
ated the  univerfe,  continues,  as  we  obierve  in 
the  courfe  of  nature  ever  providentially  fup.- 
ported,  to  govern  and  direct  it  by  certain  gene-« 
ral  laws.  The  planets  have  their  ftated  revo- 
lutions, the  fun  knoweth  his  going  down?  and  even 
to  the  wandering  comets  their  courfe  is  pre- 
fcribed  :  fo  that  notwithftanding  the  rapid,  va- 
rious, and  continual  movements  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  nothing  is  thereby  hurt  or  endangered  ; 

but 
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but  the  great  harmony  we  fee  ever  providenti- 
ally maintained.  He  maketh  the  rivers  to  flow 
within  their  banks,  and  hath  fet  bounds  to  the 
ocean.  Flowers,  herbs,  and  trees  rife  and  ve- 
getate, and  obferve  their  general  laws.  By  his 
fupport  the  animal  world  fubfifts,  taught  by  in- 
ftinctive  knowledge  to  purfue  what  is  agreeable 
to  their  refpective  natures,  and  to  avoid  whan 
would  difadvantage  and  hurt  them.  Man  is  af- 
fumed  a  compound  Being,  confiding  of  fpirit 
and  matter.  And  fmce  all  bodies  are  regulated 
and  governed  by  certain  eitablifhed  laws  ;  with 
regard  to  this  other  part  of  human  nature  which 
we  term  fpirit,  and  which  is  the  nobleft  part 
of  man,  there  muft  be  fome  law  given,  whereby 
its  actions  may  be  regulated,  and  whereto  they 
•are  to  be  referred.  And  this  law  is  that  innate 
fenfe  of  right  and  wrong,  of  virtue  and  vice, 
•which  every  man  carries  in  his  own  bofom. 
This  is  that  principle,  which  diftinguifhes  him 
from  the  brute  creation :  and  thus  he  ftands  in 
the  chain  of  nature  ;  a  Being  fubject  to  paflions, 
but-  endowed  with  reafon  to  govern  them,  fur- 
nimed  with  a  fenfe  .of  what  is  right  and  wrong, 
but  neceflarily  determined  to  neither,  being  en- 
dowed with  a  freedom  of  will  and  action.  And 
as  reafon  was  given  him  to  direct  his  will,  fo 
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Hkewife  docs  he  pofiefs  a  principle,  termed  con- 
fcience  ;  which  watches  over,  and  fuperintends 
his  reafon.  Thus  furnifhed  with  thefe  two  prin- 
ciples of  reafon  and  confcience,  he  is  appointed 
the  tacit  judge  and  cenfor  of  his  own  actions. 
In  the  filence  of  darknefs,  in  his  moft  obfcurc 
retreats  from  the  eyes  and  ears  of  his  fellow 
creatures,  even  in  his  hours  of  gaiety,  there  is 
flill  fomething  within,  which  puts  his  foul  upon 
its  trial  -t  and  never  fails  to  pronounce,  as  he 
willingly  obeys,  or  difobeys  his  reafon.  And 
as  thefe  imprefiions  operating  on  the  mini  of 
man  befpeak  a  law  written  on  his  h?art  j  fo 
doth  fuch  law  demonftrate  a  judgment  hang- 
ing over  his  head. 

But  if  againft  this  confequence  it  be  argu- 
ed, that  in  order  to  influence  the  conduct  of 
mankind,  though  it  might  be  expedient  to  imprefs 
their  minds  with  the  belief  of  a  world  to  come, 
yet  it  was  by  no  means  neceflhry  that  there 
mould  be  one ;  as  the  fecret  approbation  ac- 
companying a  good  action,  and  the  tacit  con- 
demnation of  ourfelves.on  the  commiflion  of  a 
bad  one  would  in  either  cafe  be  the  fame  :  it  is 
obvious  to  obferve,  that  to  admit  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  fuch  a  principle  implanted  in  the  human 
mind,  on  the  ideal  apprehenfion  of  what  is  never 
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to  happen,  is  to  attribute  to  the  God  of  truth 
an  act  of*  deception. 

And  the  fame  obfervaticn  will  apply  in  ob- 
viating another  argument,  which  hath  been  often 
employed  to  invalidate. the  doclrine  of  a  future 
ftate,  viz,  that  it  was  the  coinage  of  legiflators 
and  politi'.  ians  ;  who  difcerning  the  efficacy  of 
it,  in  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws,  in  ex- 
citing to  virtue,  and  retraining  from  vice, 
made  it  an  engine  of  (Lte,  and  hired  priefts  to 
confirm  and  propagate  the  delufion.  Is  it  then 
really  acknowledged,  that  fuch  a  belief  has  fuch 
an  effect  ?  We  avail  ourfelves  of  the  concef- 
fion,  and  afk  in  reply  whether  our  Creator  left 
any  motive,  confident  with  man's  freedom  of  will 
and  act  ion,  that  might  conduce  to  virtue  and  deter 
from  vice,  unimprcrTed  on  the  human  /nind  ; 
any  thing  uneffected  to  the  future  difcovery  of 
legiflators  and  politicians.  And  if  for  fuch  wife 
purpofe  he  did  imprefs  on  it  fo  powerful  a  prin- 
ciple, as  the  apprehension  of  a  world  to  come  ; 
would  He  found  a  motive  to  virtue  on  fiction's 
bafe,  when  He  could  effect  his  purpofe  by  a 
truth  :  a  truth,  displaying  infinite  gocdnefs,  anci 
confident  with  all  his  wife  decrees  ?  Greater 
even  than  the  folly  of  fuch  a  fuppofition  is  the 
impiety  of  it, 

JV.  But 
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IV.  But  farther,  as  this  fecret  fenfe  of  right 
,and  wrong,  for  wife  purpofes  fo  deeply  implan- 
ted by  our  Creator  on  the  human  mind,  has  the 
nature,  force,  and  effect  of  a  law  ;  it  muft: 
poffefs  more  than  a  mere  menace,  it  muft,  in 
common  with  all  other  laws,  have  its  fanction 
too :  that  is,  the  violation  of  it  muft  be  attended 
with  more  pain  than  pleafure  j  and  the  obfervance 
of  it  with  greater  pleafure,  than  pain.  Such  fanc- 
tion  is  efiential  to  a  law,  in  order  to  guard  and 
enforce  it  :  and  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflator  is 
concerned  in  the  annexment  of  it.  Let  us 
then  look  round  and  fee,  how  in  the  inftance 
of  this  law  the  fantflion  operates ;  let  us  qucftion 
ourfelves,  whether  in  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
things  more  fatisfac~lions  might  not  be  acquired 
by  wickednefs,  for  inftance  by  fenfual  pleafures, 
by  fraud,  by  opprefTion,  than  by  a  ftrict  and  rigid 
adherence  to  virtue.  And  this  acknowledged, 
as  in  truth  it  muft  be,  fmce  the  fanftions  do 
not  operate  here,  we  muft  look  farther  for  them  ; 
even  to  that  future  ftate,  with  a  perception  of 
which  our  Creator  hath  imprefTed  us. 

And  in  this  view  of  the  argument,  as  we  have 
already  obferved  the  goodnefs  of  the  Deity  to 
be  abridged,  his  wifdom  impeached,  and  his 
power  narrowed,  by  the  denial  of  a  future  ftate; 
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fo  (hall  we  alfo  find  his  attribute  of  juftice  affect- 
ed. In  the  ordinary  difpenfations  of  providence 
there  is  no  difcernible  diftinction  of  perfons :  the 
fun  rileth  <f  equally  on  the  juft  and  on  the 
unjuft."  In  the  divine  diftribution  of  temporal 
advantages,  even  the  undeferving  often  feem  to 
be  objects  of  his  regard,  and  partakers  of  divine 
bounty  :  while  the  humble  votary  of  religion  is 
as  frequently  overwhelmed  with  troubles  and 
affliction,  and  pines  perhaps  under  the  oppreflion 
of  injuftice  and  ignominious  penury.  Or,  to 
place  the  argument  in  a  ftill  ftronger  light,  do 
\ve  not  frequently  fee  virtuous  men  fuffcring 
hardfhips  even  on  account  of  their  virtue,  and 
vicious  men  enjoying  all  the  fatisfactions  of  life, 
as  if  in  reward  of,  and  by  means  of  their  vices  ? 
Here  then  we  find  the  Almighty  has  given  man- 
kind a  general  law  ;  and,  that  part  of  mankind, 
which  obferves  fuch  law,  we  fee  on  that  very 
account  miferablc  :  while  thofc,  who  difobey 
their  Creator's  commands  and  break  his  law, 
ftill  continue  to  enjoy  the  greateft  marks  of  his 
•  favour.  Is  God,  as  the  apoftle  argues,  unjuft  ? 
Or,  as  the  pfalmift  exclaims,  hath  He  forgotten 
to  be  gracious  ?  That  is  a  contradiction  in  terms : 
for  the  Being,  whom  we  ftile  God,  we  fuppofe 
infinite  in  all  perfections;  and  therefore  i 
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jy  juft,  and  good.  No  way  indeed  of  account- 
ing for  thofe  temporary  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence, which  is  confident  with  the  notions  of 
divine  juftice,  doth  reafon  fupply,  except  this 
one ;  the  acknowledgement  of  a  future  ftate. 
The  riddle  is  then  refolved,  all  the  numerous  dif- 
ficulties are  removed,  and  the  truth  fully  cleared 
up  :  while,  on  the  ftrongeft  ground  of  convic- 
tion, we  embrace  the  certainty  of  a  future  ftate 
from  the  necefiity  of  it.  The  myfterious  plaa 
of  God's  difpenfations  in  regard  to  this  life,  con- 
fidered  in  this  view,  begins  to  clear  up ;  but  we 
may  expect  will  be  more  fully  illuilrated  here- 
after :  the  little  inequalities  between  the  refpec- 
live  profperity  and  adverfity  of  men  will  thert 
be  made  up,  we  mall  at  that  period  of  retribu- 
tion fee  unfolded  the  wifdom  that  directed  vir-*- 
tue's  fuffering,  and  the  triumphs  of  vice ;  and 
all  the  gracious  ways  of  God  will  be  juftified  to 
man. 

V.  From  this  view  of  fuffering  virtue  and 
triumphant  vice,  refpecting  individuals,  if  we 
turn  our  eyes  on  the  world  at  large,  and  con- 
template man  in  the  aggregate  •,  in  whatever 
condition  we  regard  him,  we  fee  a  great  deal  of 
real  mifery,  and  of  unalloyed  happinefs  not  a 
Tingle  inftance.  Profperity  tempts  him  to  wan- 
tone  Is 
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fonnefs  and  exccfs  :  Adverfity  to  murmuring  and 
impatience  :  riches  are  productive  of  care  and 
anxiety  ;  and  poverty  is  complicated  mifery. 
Labour  is  painful  j  and  idleneis  is  irkfome.'  Wif- 
dom  points  out  to  us  a  deeper  fenfe  of  the  evils 
we  encounter ;  and  folly  expofes  us  to  the  edge 
of  crofs  events.  70  increafe  knowledge,  faid  the 
wifeft  of  men,  is  to  encreafe  trouble  :  and  yet,  adds 
he,  the  Joul  without  it  is  not  good.  Our  enjoy- 
ments foon  pall  upon  us  ;  our  difappointments 
and  difquietudes  fit  heavy,  and  laft  long.  We 
are  devoured  by  eager  appetites,  and  racked  by 
the  conflicts  of  contending  paffions. 

Nor  are  our  bodies  better  fecured  againft  the 
bolts  of  pain  and  trouble,  than  our  minds.  Di- 
feaie  waits  for  us  in  a  thoufand  fhapes,  ever  ready 
to  feife  and  unharmonife  our  frail  frames,  and 
rob  us  of  the  little  eafe  we  might  otherwife  enjoy* 
Thefe  and  numberlefs  other  evils,  to  which  mor- 
tality is  heir,  and  which  whether  we  experience 
ourfelves,  or  obferve  in*  others,  the  common  ties 
of  humanity  in  part  make  our  own,  furnim  us 
with  ftrong  grounds  of  confidence,  that,  as  our 
Creator  did  not  make  us  only  for  this  world, 
which  if  there  be  more  mifery  than  happinefs  in 
it  would  have  been  to  create  us  for  mifery, 
though  our  firft  {late  of  general  exiftence  be, 

like 


Btfcourfes  on  a  future  Exiflence,  &c.      1 7 

like  our  fir  ft  entrance  into  the  world,  with  tears 
and  cries,  our  progrefs  will  be  brighter.  For 
our  reafon  and  the  common  notions  of  mankind 
teach  us  concerning  God,  that  He  is  infinitely 
good  and  powerful ;  the  fountain  of  benignity 
and  perfection.  And  therefore  we  conclude 
from  infinite  goodnefs  and  perfection,  that  fince 
mifery  prevails  here,  Pie  hath  made  other  pro- 
vifion  for  us,  and  that  we  may  be  happy  here- 
after. 

VI.  How  do  our  longings  fix  on  that  HERE- 
AFTER !  How  do  we  anticipate  it  in  our  foli- 
citnde,  to  grave  the  record  of  ourfelves  here  ! 
All  means  are  ufed  to  perpetuate  mens'  names 
and  memories.  Houfes,  cities,  and  lands  we 
call  by  our  own  names.  Books  are  written,  ex- 
ploits are  performed  from  the  fame  principle. 
For  this  the  lump  of  duft  is  embalmed,  the 
proud  column  rifes,  and  the  flattering  monument 
is  framed.  And  for  this  fo  general  propenfity 
to  a  future  memory,  as  the  minds  of  all  men  in- 
dicate, how  fhall  we  account  •,  except  by  fup- 
pofing  the  Author  of  nature  originally  impref- 
fed  it  on  the  human  mind  ?  But  can  we,  dare 
we  fuppofe,  the  God  of  truth  would  have  given 
us thofe falfe  longings  after  an  ideal  evidences  if 
we  were  never  to  enjoy  a  real  one  ?  Can  we  ad- 
B  mit 
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mit  the  probability,  I  had  almoft  faid  the  pofii- 
bility,  of  an  idea  fo  general,  fo  apparently  innate, 
fo  rootedly  implanted  on  the  human  mind,  as 
that  of  a  future  ftate,  to  be  the  bafelefs  coinage  of 
the  imagination ;  a  notion  fictions,  falfe,  and 
vain  ?  If,  when  we  quit  this  evanefcent  ftate  of 
exiftencc,  all  exiftence  ceafc :  what  could  be  fo  nu- 
gatory, as  the  defire  to  be  thought  of,-  talked  of, 
heard  of  hereafter  ?  Why  fo  anxious  for  a  pre- 
carious Being  in  a  mere  name  and  memory, 
if  we  are  never  to  poflefs  a  real  one  ?  No  mat- 
ter :  nugatory,  unaccountable,  fuperfluous  as  this 
propenfity  to  a  pOi^humous  memory  may  ap- 
pear; ftill  we  poflefs  it,  we  poflefs  it  univerfally, 
and  therefore  naturally.  But  as  nature,  or  the 
God  of  nature  hath  implanted  in  the  human  mind 
nothing  nugatory,  or  fuperfluous ;  what  mail  we 
conclude,  but  that  He  has  given  us  the  percep- 
tion of  what  we  fhall  hereafter  in  reality  enjoy. 

VII.  It  may  be  faid,  this  notion  fo  foothing 
and  flattering  is  the  offspring  of  pride.  And  I 
could  grant,  it  might  be  fo  ;  if  it  were  the  dogma 
only  of  a  few  philofophers.  But  all  the  world 
is  not  run  mad  with  pride.  Yet  this  notion  is 
adopted  by  all  mankind.  And  here  is  another 
argument  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine, 
grounding  on  the  univerfality  of  it.  It  is  not  the 

peculiar 
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peculiar  notion  of  this,  or  that  country ;  or  of 
any  particular  age  :  it  extends  backwards  in 
point  of  antiquity,  as  far  as  hiftory  will  carry  us, 
its  progrefs  in  unbroken  chain  reaching  to  the 
prefent  hour.  All  nations  own  it,  all  nations  profit 
by  it :  in  civilifed  and  polifhed,  as  well  as  in  the 
more  barbarous  ftates,  it  enforces  national  duties, 
and  is  the  cement  of  fociety.  And  confidering 
man  as  by  his  Creator  formed  a  locial  Being, 
whatever  principle  he  may  poflefs  univerfaliv  im- 
prefled  on  the  mind,  and  contributing  to  fupport 
fociety,  mud  be  referred  to  his  Creator  too. 

If  all  nations  were  governed  by  the  fame  laws  ; 
who  would  hefitate  to  afcribe  thofe  laws  to  a  tablet 
written  by  the  Deity  on  the  human  heart  ?  If 
all  nations  entertained  on  any  one  point  one 
general  opinion  ;  would  it  not  be  reafbnable  to 
refer  it  to  the  fame  caufe  ?  And  is  not  this  ex- 
actly the  cafe,  refpecting  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
flate  ?  Amidft  the  vaft  variety  of  nations  and 
people,  they  who  are  ftrangers  to  each  other's 
laws  and  cufloms,  and  as  different  in  their  man- 
ners, as  they  are  diftant  in  fituation,  all  concur 
in  the  common  belief  of  a  future  exiftence.  The 
opinion  is  as  general  as  light,  and  extends  as  far 
as  the  empire  of  reafon. 

Thus  flands  the  proof  of  a  future  ftate  on 
B  u  principles 
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principles  of  reafon :  and  if  thefe    arguments, 
taken  fmgly,  be  not  fufficient  to  carry  conviction 
with  them  :  added  together  they  approach  very 
near  to  demonftration.  We  Chriftians,  however, 
have  clearer  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
trine.   Chrifl  our  Lord  in  his  difcourfes  exprefsly 
declared  it;  and  evidenced  it  in  his  refurredlion. 
His  apoftles,  and  difciples,  and  numbers  of  the 
primitive    Chriftians,   ere    Chriftianity   became 
eftablifhed,  lived  miierably,  and  died  miferably, 
in  full  confidence  of  this  interefting  truth.     If 
we  believe  it,  and  we  fee  what  abundant  reafon 
we  have  to  believe  it,  we  mail  be  necefTarily  led  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  it ;  and  fccure  to  ourfclves  a  por- 
tion of  that  happinefs  in  another  world,  which 
from  the  ftate  and  condition  of  human  affairs  is 
unattainable   in  this :    Happinefs  unalloyed   in 
quality ;  unbounded  in  duration.     Of  which  that 
we  may  all  be  hereafter  partake^  &c. 


SERMON 
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SERMON      II. 

2  SAM.  Ch.  xii.  V  23. 

I  SHALL  GO  TO  HIM,  BUT  HE  SHALL  NOT 
RETURN  TO  ME, 

JlT  has  been  objected  to  the  Jewifh  religion, 
that  it  taught  nothing  concerning  another,  and 
a  better  life  *  ;  which  objection  was  by  an  emi- 
nent writer  admitted,  and  ingenioufly  converted 
into  an  argument  in  proof  of  the  divinity  of  it  f. 
But  the  objection  feems  to  have  been  unfounded; 
and  the  theory  built  on  the  adrnifiion  of  it,  with 
whatever  learning  and  ability  maintained,  muft 
of  courfe  fall  to  the  ground.  Though  the  doc- 

O  O 

trine  of  a  future  ftate  may  not  be  directly  held 
out  in  the  books  of  the  law,  as  an  encouragement 
to  the  obfervance  of  it  ;  in  the  prophetic 
writings,  and  even  in  the  hiftorical  parts  of  the 
old  Teftament,  there  appears  fo  ftrong  evidence 
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of  it  haying  been  at  every  period  of  their  hif- 
tory  :he  general  belief  of  the  people  ;  that  no- 
thing but  powerful  prejudice  in  favour  of  a  fyf- 
tem,  and  great  ingenuity,  could  fupport  the  op- 
pofue  opinion.  There  was  indeed  a  fmall  feet 
among  the  Jews,  who  denied  the  doctrine  j  but 
as  they  were  diftinguifhcd  for  their  fingularity, 
the  peculiar  tenet  of  the  Sadducees  ferves  only 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  contrary  opinion  be- 
ing the  received  and  general  one. 

The  paflage,  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  my  pre- 
fent  difcourfe,  is  capable  of  two  very  oppofite 
interpretations.  It  may  fignify,  "  my  Ion  is  gone 
"  everlaftingly  to  mingle  with  the  duft,  which 
"  muft  be  my  flue  too  :"  or,  "  my  fon  is  gone  to 
"  another  world ;  and  there  I  again  mall  meet 
"  him."  According  to  the  firft  interpretation, 
the  reflection  is  the  language  of  defpair  -,  admit- 
ted in  the  latter  fenfe,  of  confolation.  The  con- 
text will  beyond  a  doubt  evince,  which  is  the 
proper  fignirication.  And  from  thence  it  ap- 
pears, that  upon  this  confideration,  "  though 
"  his  fon  fliould  not  return  to  him,  he  mould 
"  go  to  his  fon,"  he  arofe  from  the  bed  of  afflic- 
tion, he  ivaflied  and  anointed  himjelf,  and  changed 
his  apparel,  and  came  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and 
5  then  he  came  to  his  own  houfe,  and 

admi- 
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adminiftered  confolation  to  his  afflicted  family. 
The  implication  of  the  paffage  theref  -reisunquef- 
tionaoly  -  onfolatory  :  and  the  reflection  is  indeed 
matter  of  the  greateft  confolation,  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe  of  affliction  can  be  adminiftered  ;  it  was  the 
natural  refult  too  of  a  ferious  and  devout  mind, 
fuch  as  David  poffefied.  And  under  the  authority 
of  the  pafiage  to  underftood,  I  proceed  further  to 
confider  the  f.ibject  of  my  laft  difcourle. 

The  arguments  that  reafon  fupplies  in  evi- 
dence of  the  reality  of  a  future  ftate,!  prefumed  in 
that  djfcourfe  to  approach  very  near  to  demon- 
ftration  ;  I  noticed  the  objections  to  thofe  argu- 
ments, as  in  the  courfe  of  them  they  arofe  ;  and, 
to  give  full  weight  to  the  truth  of  the  doctrine, 
the  force  of  two  general  difficulties  that  doubt 
and  curioficy  have  fuggefted,  I  will  in  the  fequel 
examine  ;  which,  of  little  weight  in  themfclves, 
will  lead  to  fome  interefling  reflections. 

I.  If  this  doctrine,  faith  the  Sceptic,  fo  im- 
portant in  itfelf,  and  fo  conducive  to  the  com- 
forts of  the  human  mind,  be  true  ;  why  is  it  lo 
faintly  delineated  j  why  fhaded  to  us  in  the  dark 
ground  of  conjecture,  rather  than  painted  in  the 
glowing  colours  of  incontrovertible  truth  ? 

II.  And  why,   it  is  farther  urged,  hath  even 
Chriflianity,  whofe  boaft  is  to  have  brought  truth 

B  4  and 
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immortality  to  light,  afforded  us  no  information 
of  the  nature  of  fuch  a  ftate. 

I.  As  to  the  firft  exception,  the  arguments 
advanced  in  the  preceding  difcourfe  prove  it  I 
think  to  be  noc  fufficientJy  founded.  I  do  not 
conceive  the  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate  to  be 
faintly  adumbrated.  The  arguments  indeed, 
v.-Mich  rcafon  fupplies  in  evidence  of  this  truth, 
may  fome  of  them  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  the 
grofs  of  mankind,  unufed  to  abftrufe  fpeculations, 
are  not  able  to  comprehend  or  purfue.  But 
without  thofe  arguments,  the  doctrine  is  gene- 
rally admitted.  Nations  unrefined  by  fcience, 
u,  rraina  to  the  fubtihies  of  argumentation,  efpe- 
cially  as  employed  on  abftract  fubiects,  with 
univerfal  coi  fcnt  acknowledge  it.  It  is  an 
opinion  natural,  congenial  to  the  human  mind  ; 
no  matter  whether  with  philofophic  acutenels 
i.,..c;.mcu  n.en  can  give  reafons,  why  it  muft  be 
fo :  God  is  their  Teacher,  he  wrote  it  on  the 
.  mind  of  man,  and  the  lefTon  mufl  be  true. 

It  might  indeed  have  been  more  evidently 
declared:  and  to  give  full  weight  to  the  objection, 
let  us  for  a  moment  fuppofe  it  had  been  fo,  and 
confider  the  conftquences.  Suppofing  our  Cre- 
ator had  confirmed  it  to  us  in  a  ftronger  and  a 
clearer  rrumner,  fuppofing  he  had  made  it  a  fub- 
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je<5t  of  demonftration,  had  given  us  aflurance  of 
it  by  a  continued  train  of  mefiengers  from 
another  world,  and  that  the  object  of  their  mif- 
fion  had  been  to  picture  to  us  the  endlefs  plea- 
fures  of  that  world  ;  let  us  confider  what  effect 
it  would  have  on  us,  as  inhabitants  of  this. 
Man  is  by  his  Creator  placed  in  this  world,  as  an 
active  and  focial  being ;  he  has  many  relations 
in  life  affigned  him,  he  has  many  duties  to  fulfil. 
The  world  exhibits  to  him  a  bufy  ftage,  and  calls 
forth  his  beft  exertions  in  the  performance  of 
the  part,  that  is  caft  for  him.  He  has  his  own 
wants  to  fatisfy  j  and,  according  to  his  ftation, 
thofe  of  others  to  provide  for.  He  has  diffi- 
culties to  encounter  ;  and  to  cheer  and  fupport 
him  in  the  difcharge  of  fuch  his  painful  labours, 
confident  gratifications  are  allowed  him.  But 
fhew  him  in  full  blaze  the  felicities  of  another 
life  ;  and  what  a  cloud  would  they  caft  on  this  ? 
He  would  lofe  his  relim  for  the  comparatively 
poor,  and  contemptible  pleafures,  which  his  gra- 
cious Creator  hath  holden  out  to  him  here,  as 
fweetners  of  his  cares,  and  incitements  to  duty. 
The  bufmefs  of  life  would  ftagnate  j  and  as  the 
incitements  to  it  ceafed  to  ftimulate,  the  duties 
themfelves  would  be  difregarded.  In  vain  afpir- 
jngs  after  that  future  happinefs  which  is  placed 

before 
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before  his  eyes,  he  would  overlook  the  purpofes 
for  which  he  was  ilationed  here  :  every  concern 
of  life  w  uld  be  a  burthen  to  him  ;  and,  in  the 
near  view  of  the  happincfs  before  him,  he  would 
be  in  danger  of  loling  it,  by  neglecting  the 
means  appointed  as  the  qualification  for  its  at- 
tainment. For  this  world  is  a  ftate  of  trial  and 
probation,  which  calls  forth  our  beft  exertions 
in  the  dif.harge  of  aftive  duties.  It  exa<5ls 
the  practice  of  many  virtues  -y  and  the  fuc- 
cefsful  conflid  with  many  temptations.  The 
mind  muft  be  tried  and  purified  •>  before  it  be 
exalted. 

Thefe  confiderations  may  fuffice  to  evince  the 
futility  of  the  exception  to  the  truth  of  a  future 
ftate,  from  the  defect  of  a  more  abfolute  aflurance 
of  the  reality  of  it,  than  our  Creator  hath  been 
pleafed  to  grant  us.  They  will  alfo  demonftrate 
the  wifJom  of  the  Deity,  in  not  fuperfeding  the 
duties  of  this  life  by  giving  a  more  explicit  af- 
furance  of  another,  than  He  has  been  pleafed  to 
grant  us :  and  the  arguments,  that  have  been 
already  urged  in  evidence  of  the  reality  of  that 
other,  will  illuftrate  the  Divine  Goodnefs  in 
indulging  us  with  fuch  perception  of  it;  as  is 
fufficient  to  afford  us  the 'ftrongeft  motives  to 
perform  our  duty  here,  in  order  to  render  our- 

felves 
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felves   worthy  of  that  happinefs  which  is  an- 
nounced to  us  hereafter. 

II.  As  to  the  next  exception,  it  conftitutes  a 
queftion  of  curiofity.  If  we  have  fufficient  aflb- 
rance  that  we  (hall  exift  hereafter,  happy  or  mi- 
ferable,  as  by  our  conduct  in  this  life  we  may 
deferve  to  be  ;  an  unreafonable  folicitude  to 
know  the  nature  of  that  happinefs  or  mifrry 
would  be  prefumptuous,  and  therefore  neither 
the  light  of  nature  or  revelation  have  fpecifically 
declared  it.  And  unreafonable  and  rafh  would 
be  the  inference  ;  that  becaufe  the  nature  of  fu- 
ture happinefs  is  not  fpecified,  therefore  the  ex- 
iftence  of  it  is  a  doctrine  that  does  not  claim  our 
belief.  This  would  be  a  long  ftride  to  a  falfe 
conclufion.  The  various  opinions  on  the  fub- 
ject  that  various  nations  have  adopted,  like 
copies  in  painting  which  pafiing  for  the  original 
of  fome  eminent  artift  ferve  to  prove  the  reality 
of  an  original,  confirm  the  general  truth.  And 
reafon,  that,  as  we  have  feen,  allures  us  of  the 
real  exiftence  of  fuch  a  ftate,  though  it  furnifh 
us  with  few  particulars  refpecting  it,  reprefents 
it  in  general  to  be  to  the  good  a  ftate  of  reward. 
As  fuch  we  afllime  it,  and  fo  inftructed  fuppofe 
our  nature  will  be  exalted  ;  and  may  rtafonably 
infer,  the  happinefs,  we  ihall  then  be  deftined  to 

enjoy, 
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enjoy,  will  be  fuch  as  we  ?.re  now  incapable  of 
perfo  r'y  comprehending.  Yet  from  what  re  fon 
enables  us  to  cui  _ct,  a;  d  the  hints  which  reve- 
l.ti  >n  occaficn?.}  y  a  'or.is,  the  fubject  we  fhall 
find  ot  irft  altogether  in  impenetrable  darknefc. 
And  a.s  it  is  n  int.relling  one,  afTfbed  with  the 
ii  .  ,  wnich  thefe  two  guides  afford,  we  will  in 
the  fequel  pursue  i~  :  as  ic  is  alfo  veiled  in 
myftery,  we  will  puriue  it  with  diffidence  and 
caution. 

Th<  fubject  prefentsa  vaft  field  of  conjecture. 
Some  have  fuppofed  the  foul  to  poflefs  certain 
larent  qualities  ;  which,  when  it  is  dilencumbered 
of  its  material  clog,  will  be  displayed,  and  open 
new  fjurces  of  uncalled  pleafures. 

Others  have  conceived,  that  if  the  fame  foul 
and  body  be  reunked,  they  will  poflefs  the  fame 
qualities  they  had  before  they  were  feparated, 
thofe  qualities  refpeciively  improved  and  en- 
larged. 

Others  again  have  thought  that  the  feparated 
foul  fhall  have  a  new  bo.iy,  endowed  with  other 
faculties  then  thofe  it  now  pofTefles,  and  capable 
of  greater  pleafures,  than  thofe  which  in  its  pre- 
fent  (late  it  enjoys.  And  this  opinion  hath  fome 
fupport  in  fcripture  ;  and  particularly  in  St. 
Paul's  reafoning  on  the  refurre-ion. 
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I  leave  thofe  particular  points  of  opinion,  to 
confider  fome  general  ones  more  interefting  to 
us  ;  and  in  the  difcuflion  of  which  we  (hall  re- 
ceive more  affiftance  from  the  light  of  reafon, 
and  the  clearer  evidence  of  revelation. 

i  And  firft,  refpecting  future  happinefs,  Rea- 
fon  feerns  to  inftruct  us,  that,  it  cannot  confift  in 
fenfual  pleafures:  becaufe  all  bodily  gratifications 
have  their  plenary   indulgence  here.     All  appe- 
tences, as  derived  from  the  fenfes,  find  their  corre- 
Iponding  objects  in  this  world;  here  fix,andfatiate. 
But  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  our  advances  in 
knowledge  feem  in  progreffive  (late  ;  and  neither 
fatiate,  nor  fatisfy.     In  thofe  purfuits  one  acqui- 
fition  only  excites  to  the  defire  of  another  j  the 
mind's  vail  grafp  ever  reaching  forward,  ever 
gaining,  and  fomething  farther  ever  in  view  :  like 
a  traveller,  whofe  courfe  lies  over  a  long  ridge 
of  lofty  mountains,  who,  one  fummit  furmounted, 
has  another  in  view,  and,  that  gained,  ferves  only 
to  lead  his  fteps  to  another.      Thefe  unfatisfied 
defires  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge  afford  fair 
ground  of  argument,  that  thofe  longings  of  the 
mind  mail  feme  time  or  other  be  fully  gratified, 
and  that  future  happinefs  mall  in  great  meafure 
confift  in  the   enlargement  of  the  intellectual 
powers. 

In 
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In  our  further  enquiry,  how  far  and  in  what 
refpect  the  intellectual  powers  mall  be  enlarged, 
reafon  affords  no  aid  -,  there  even  imagination 
fails  us.  Revelation  however  will  help  us  a 
little  :  on  this  point  the  fcriptures  reflect  fomc 
light.  They  inform  us  that  our  happinefs  Ihall 
confift  in  a  permiffible  approach  to  God,  and  a 
diftant  refemblance  of  Him  in  his  imitable  per- 
fections :  that,  after  death  has  clofed  our  eyes, 
we  /hall  awake  up  after  the  likenejs  of  God,  and  be 
fatisfied  with  it :  and  again,  that  we  Jhall  fee 
Him,  as  he  is.  ,  How  that  adorable  Being  will 
then  communicate  himfelf  to  his  creatures,  we 
cannot  now  either  explain,  or  conceive,  for  we 
know  but  in  part,  and  fee  through  a  glafs,  darkly. 
But  we  may  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  the  afTurance, 
that  He  will  do  it  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
nature  of  rational  beings  ;  and  we  may  conceive 
it  to  be  in  a  communication  by  knowledge,  love, 
and  likenefs.  And  according  to  this  idea,  im- 
perfect as  it  is,  we  may  collect,  that  to  fee  God, 
will  be  to  know  Him  ;  and  to  know  Him,  muft 
be  to  enjoy  Him  ;  for  the  more  we  know  Him, 
fuch  is  His  greatnefs,  the  more  we  fhall  admire 
Him ;  and  fuch  is  His  goodnefs,  the  more  we 
(hall  love  Him.  And  the  more  we  know  Him, 
admire  Him,  and  love  Him  ?  the  more  we  ihall 

be 
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be  led  to  imitate,   and  be   raifed  to   referable 
Him. 

2.  Secondly,  as  the  foul  mill  in  the  next  ftate 
of  existence  be  advanced  in  knowledge  j  we  are 
alfo  inftructed,  that  it  fliall  receive  an  increafe 
of  pofitive  happinefs  too.  If  amidft  all  the  faf- 
cinations  of  this  life  a  fuperior  uncle rftanding  and 
elevated  turn  of  mind  afford  a  kind  of  pleafure, 
which  the  world  can  neither  take  away,  nor 
give  ;  how  may  we  reafonably  fuppofe  thofe 
pleafures  to  be  increafed,  when  the  inveigle- 
ments with  which  the  worfd  fafcinates,  and  the 
evils  with  which  it  torments,  mail  no  longer  in- 
volve and  perplex  us  ?  The  body  itfelf,  to  which 
the  foul  is  individually  united,  involved  it  in  many 
evils  j  and  the  world,  like  a  vaft  prifon-houfe  full 
of  noxious  difeafes,  diffufes  widely  round  many 
evils  more.  And  therefore  thofe  pure  and  un- 
mixed delights,  the  foul  fliall  enjoy  after  it  is 
freed  from  the  dreggy  particles  of  matter  with 
which  the  body  bends  and  ties  it  down,  have 
been  a  general  fubject  of  exultation  with  all  the 
philofophers  in  the  heathen  world,  who  admitted 
the  immortality  of  it.  And  confident  with  the 
whifpers  of  Reafon  on  this  point,  diftinctly  and 
clearly  fpeaks  the  language  of  fcripture.  God 
himjelf,  faith  the  divine  Apoftle,  /hall  be  with 

them 
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them,  and  be  their  God.  And  God  fhall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and  there  Jhall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  farrow,  nor  crying,  neither  fliall  there 
be  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  things  are  faffed 
away*  .  The  former, — that  is,  all  thofe  evils, 
troubles,  and  calamities,  which  they  faw  and 
fuffered  in  this  world,  (hall  for  ever  vanifh  and 
difappear  ;  there  ihall  be  left  no  pain  to  tor- 
ment the  body,  no  care  to  diflrefs  the  mind,  no 
veftige  of  thofe  croflcs  and  vexations,  which  in- 
feft  the  terreftrial  ftate  of  man.f 

3.  Thirdly, 

*  Rev :   21.  4. 

•f  Prophane  as  well  as  facred  hiftory  repreferts  the  ori- 
ginal ftate  of  human  nature  to  have  been  of  very  fuperior 
excellence  to  that  which  man  at  prefent  poffefles.  And  the 
implications  of  fcripture  give  room  to  fuppofe,  that  had  man 
continued  in  a  ftate  of  duty  and  obedience  to  his  maker,  he 
would  not  have  experienced  death,  but  have  pafled  in  a  re- 
gular gradation  to  a  ftate  of  greater  happinefs  and  perfection. 
Death  therefore  having  broken  the  original  chain  of  nature, 
and  interrupted  the  continuation  of  human  happinefs  ;  the 
ftate  deftined  for  thofe,  who  have  exercifed  themfelves  in  vir- 
tuous habits  and  are  qualified  for  the  participation  of  hap- 
pinefs in  the  world  to  come,  it  is  no  improbable  fuppofitioa 
will  be,  immediately  after  death,  and  before  the  general  re- 
furreclion,  a  reHoration  to  that  ftate  of  felicity,  human  nature 
enjoyed  before  fin  and  death  had  effected  the  breach  in  it. 
And  accordingly  our  Saviour  with  exacted  truth  told  the  re- 
pentant malefactor,  that  he  fhould  that  day  be  with  him  in 

ParaJlfc ; 
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3.  Thirdly,  as  the  doctrine  of  a  world  to  come 
hath  in  all  ages  obtained  the  unforced  afTent  of 
all  mankind  ;  various,  as  might  be  fuppofed, 
have  been  the  conceits  about  the  locality  of  it. 
Some  have  placed  it  in  the  centre  of  the  earth  : 
nor  have  there  been  wanting  thofe,  who  havd 
fixed  it  in  the  fun.  Others  have  confined  the 
departed  foul  to  the  regions  of  furrounding  air.* 
And  others  again  have  configned  it  to  fome  or 
other  of  the  planets.  But  all  the  fatisfaction  on 
this  point  that  reafon  or  revelation  affords,  is, 
that  good  men  will  hereafter  be  finally  happy 
in  a  place  ftiled,  in  fcripture  language,  Heaven, 
and  the  wicked  miferable  in  a  place,  termed 
Gehenna,  or  Hell.  Cicero  hails  with  ecftafy 
the  glorious  day,  when  he  mail  join  the  bleft 

Paradije  ;  ufmg  the  very  name  affixed  to  that  region  of hap- 
pinefs  in  which  mankind  were  originally  placed  :  and  with 
the  name  may  we  not  believe  the  word  of  truth  pronoun- 
ced the  thing  ? 

*  Hence  the  old  Celtic  do&rine,  which  we  find  exprefled 
in  fome  of  the  fragments  of  the  ancient  Bards  and  Druids  : 
wherein  their  heroes  are  reprefented  as  addreffing  the  fliades 
of  their  departed  anceftors,  whom  they  fuppofe  enthroned 
on  clouds  to  inhabit  the  vaft  expanfe  above  us,  fometimes 
in  invocations  to  affiil  them,  fometimes  to  look  down  upon 
their  glorious  labours. 

C  fociety 
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fociety  of  the  great  and  good.*  But  not  a  word 
doth  the  great  philofopher  in  any  part  of  his 
writings  fugged  rejecting  the  place.  And  yet 
becaufe  reafon  doth  not  afford  us  ground  where- 
on to  build  even  the  probability  of  a  conjecture 
on  the  fubject,  and  revelation  is  filent  about  it  ; 
let  us  not  be  alarmed  :  Omnipotence  is  the 
architect  of  the  world,  which  He  hath  afTured  to 
us  i  and  His  is  the  immenfity  of  fpace,  wherein 
to  build  it. 

4.  Thus  uninformed  as  we  are  of  the  particular 
locality  of  the  world  to  come,  the  object,  that 
feems  next  to  prefcnt  itfelf  to  our  confideration, 
is  the  fociety  we  fhall  there  enjoy.  And  on  this 
point  of  enquiry,  which  is  much  more  interefl- 
ing  to  us  than  the  place,  reafon  we  fhall  find  will 
afford  us  fome  light,  and  revelation  will  con- 
tribute more.  There  is  no  property  of  man, 
that  more  diflinguimes  him  from  the  reft  of  the 
animal  creation,  than  his  focial  character.  Thofe 
fond  relations  of  parent,  child,  hufband,  bro- 
ther, friend,  are  the  fmews  of  fociety  which  tie 
men  to  each  other  by  a  compact,  not  dhTolving 
as  foon  as  the  mutual  wants  of  each  other  ceafe, 
but  continuing  to.  bind  them  clofer  and  clofer, 


*  De  Seneftutc. 

rs  time 
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as  time  lengthens  the  connection.  Hence  the 
chain  that  often  confines  us  to  a  fpot,  where  fur- 
rounded  by  thofe  tender  relatives,  we  prefer  the 
ftruggle  with  care,  poverty,  and  diftrefs  •,  rather 
than  migrate  to  a  diftant  foil,  where  perhaps 
thofe  evils  might  be  avoided,  and  every  oppofite 
good,  honour,  affluence,  and  eafe  might  be  pro- 
cured and  enjoyed.  Hence  too  the  aggravated 
pangs  of  death,  that  rend  the  heart  on  leaving, 
when  we  are  fummoned  hence,  our  near  and 
dear  relatives  behind  us.  So  formed  by  our 
Creator  for  fociety,  that  focial  appetite  fo  inter- 
woven with  our  nature,  why  fhould  we  fuppofe 
that  we  mall  not  carry  about  us,  through  every 
mode  of  exiflence,  as  long  as  we  continue  to 
exift  ?  Without  it  we  fhould  not  be  human  be- 
ings :  and  in  the  larger  degree  thofe  relations 
extend,  the  larger  mare  of  happinefs,  other  cir- 
cumftances  permitting,  it  is  obfervable  we  ge- 
nerally pofTefs  :  and  on  the  contrary,  to  be  un- 
focial,  is,  in  fynonymous  terms,  to  be  unhappy.  * 
This  principle  therefore,  fo  chara<5teriftic  of  hu- 
man nature,  fo  congenial  to  the  foul  of  man,  fo 
conducive  to  his  happinefs  even  in  this  life, 

0 

*  On  this  idea  is  founded  the  punifliment,  lately  intro- 
duced in  this  country  for  malefactors,  of  condemnation  to 
feparate  cells, 

C  2  reafon 
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reafon  inftrudb  us  to  conclude  will  be  continued 
to  him  in  the  next  ftate  of  exiftence,  and  pro- 
bably with  increafed  fatisfactions,  and  in  a  more 
oxtenfive  degree. 

£.  And  having  fuch  ground  to  believe  that 
the  focial  appetites,  we  enjoy  here,  fhall  be  in- 
dulged us  in  the  next  ftate  of  our  exigence,  we 
find  ourfelves  a  great  way  advanced  in  our  farther 
inquiry,   who  in  that  future   ftate  will   be  our 
afibciates.     In  this  inveftigation  if  we  attend  to 
the  feelings  which  nature  imprefies  ;  they  in- 
ftruct  us,  that  to  render  us  happy  in  the  fociety 
to  which  we  may  be  introduced,  it  muft  confift 
of  Beings  poflefiing  difpofitions,  inclinations,  de- 
fires  fimilar  to  our  own.     As  therefore  to  the 
good  the  next  ftate  will  be  a  ftate  of  happinefs  ; 
the  blefled  inhabitants  of  the  world,   to  which 
they  are  called,  we  infer,  fhall  be  diftinguifhed 
for  their  goodnefs  too.     It  would   be  a  heavy 
drawback  from  the  happinefs  of  the  next  world, 
if  the  pure  of  heart  and  votary  of  virtue  fhould 
be    configned    to   the    fociety  of  fpirits  ftained 
and  polluted  by  the  practice  of  vice.     Simili- 
tude  of  tempers  and  manners  is  a  chief  ingre- 
dient in  the  fatisfadtions  of  fociety,  which  we  ex- 
perience here  :  it  is  fo  eflential  to  the  happinefs 
of  a  human  being  ;  that  fhiit  up  a  ftric~lly  virtu- 
ous 
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ous  perfon  in  a  houfe  devoted  to  profligacy  and 
riot ;  and,  with  the  command  of  every  thing 
conducive  to  the  plenary  enjoyment  of  happinefs, 
ami.  ft  a  profufion  of  gratifications,  he  would  be 
miferable.  Accordingly,  as  the  happinefs  of  the 
next  life  is  aflumed  to  be  an  increafe  of  happi- 
nefs j  whatever  derogates  from  it  in  this,  it  is 
reafonably  inferred,  will  find  no  place  there.  In 
the  next  world  therefore  reafon  gives  us  affur- 
ance  of  finding  a  fociety  good  as  ourfelves,  like 
ourfelves,  and  qualified  to  conduce  with  us  to 
mutual  happinefs. 

Thus  far  reafon  goes  in  our  information  :  let 
us  next  confult  revelation  on  the  point.  Scrip- 
ture informs  us,  that  the  wicked  mall  go  to  a 
place  of  everlafting  punifhment,  prepared  for  the 
.Devil  and  his  Angels.  And  there  are  fome  paf- 
fages  in  fcripture  which  impliedly  afford  us  the 
converfe  inftruction  ;  that  the  good  fhall  be 
tranflatedto  thofe  realms  ofblifs  which  the  goo.d 
angels  inhabit.  When  our  Lord  fays,  in  the  next 
world  they  Jhall  be  as  the  Angsls  of  God :  *  If  in 

manners, 

*  I  will  not,   with  the  "  canning  commentators"  of  Dr. 

Ponne,  who  flip  over  a  paflage   becaufe   ic  is  difficult  or 

may  fecm  to  contradict  a  favourite  opinion,  pafs  this  text 

Jin  noticed.     In  the  rtjurrcflion,  faith  our  Lord,  they  neither 

C    3  piarr;) 
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manners,  and  habits,  and  cuftoms  men  mall  in 

marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  lut  are  as  the  angels  of 
GW,  *  And  the  declaration  hath  by  foms  been  thought  to 
militate  againft  the  fuppofed  knowledge  of  each  other  in  a 
future  ftate  :  which  has  no  fuch  direct,  nor,  as  I  conceive, 
even  implied  Signification.  The  words  were  addrefTed  in 
anfwerto  a  queftion  of  the  Sadducees,  urged  with  an  affect- 
ed quaintnefs  againft  the  exiftence  of  a  future  flate.  And 
the  plain  and  obvious  fignihcation  of  the  pafTage  is,  that  in 
the  refurrecdon,  that  is,  in  a  future  ftate,  the  fenfual  plea- 
fures  will  not  attach  to  our  renovated  nature  :  that  as  there 
fhall  then  be  no  more  death,  neither  will  marriage,  infti- 
tuted  to  fupply  the  wafte  of  mortality,  be  any  longer  necef- 
fary,  and  of  courfe  have  place  any  longer.  But  to  infer 
from  thence,  that  all  knowledge  of  each  other  fhall  be  blotted 
out  from  memory,  is  neither  a  necefTary  conclufion,  nor  a 
juft  one.  Before  this  can  be  made  good,  it  mud  be  proved 
that  in  the  next  ftate  we  fha!l  lofe  all  confcioufnefs  of  what 
we  were  in  this.  And  when  that  is  evinced,  another  and 
more  difficult  queftion  will  prefent  itfelf  :  which  is,  "  What 
is  the  principle  that  fhall  conftitute  our  identity  ;  "  If  it  be 
again  replied,  that  all  our  confcioufnefs  will  not  be  effaced, 
but  only  a  part  of  it  :  it  ftill  remains  to  be  refolved,  where 
\ve  fhall  draw  the  line  between  the  portion  of  confcioufnefs 
that  will  be  retained,  and  that  which  will  have  no  place  in 
memory.  We  muft  afford  fome  reafon  for  any  part  that  we 
may  fuppofe  blotted  out  :  and  it  would  be  difficult,  I  con- 
ceive, to  affign  a  fatisfactory  one  for  the  erafement  cf  the 
knowledge,  the  innocent,  the  delightful  knowledge  of  each 
Other. 

*  Matthew,  23,  30. 

the 
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the  fucceeding  (late  ofexiftence  become  like  the 
Angels  i  fo  qualified  for  their  fociety,  fitted  for 
it  by  a  refemblance  of  them,  why  may  they  not 
cherilh  the  hopes  that  they  fhall  be  admitted  into 
their  fellowfliip  and  communion  ?  When  a  fm- 
ner  repents,  the  Angels  are  reprefented  as  being 
ib  interefled  for  his  happinefs,  as  to  rejoice  in. 
his  converfion.  And  how  Ihall  we  better  ac- 
count for  that  joy  ;  than  by  fuppofing  that  they 
thereby  gain  a  companion,  a  friend,  one  aflbciate 
more  ?  Father,  faith  our  Lord,  I  will  that  they, 
whom  thou  haft  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am  ; 
that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  haft 
given  me.  *  And  where  doth  he  refide,  but  in 
his  kingdom  :  where  legions  of  Angels,  as  him- 
felf  informs  us,  are  at  his  command  ?  If  there- 
fore he  willed  that  his  immediate  difciples  Ihould 
be  with  him  ;  all  his  faithful  followers  we  may 
conclude  will  join  the  blefled  aflemblage,  one 
fold  under  one  fhepherd,  happy  in  his  prefence, 
and  united  in  community  with  each  other.  In 
words  ftill  clearer  doth  the  apoflle  to  the  He- 
brews exprefs  himfelf  refpecling  their  admiffion 
into  the  fociety  of  blefled  fpirits.  Ye  are  come, 
fays  he, — to  an  innumerable  company  of  Angels  >  to 

*  John  17,  24, 
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the  general  ajfembly  cf  the  church  of  the  firft  born 
which  are  written  in  Heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge 
of  ally  and  to  the  fpirits  of jufl  men  made  perfeft.  * 
This  declaration  in  the  fociety  of  Angels  dire<5tly 
includes  thejpiritsofjuft  men  made  perf eft  :  thofe 
who  have  perfected  and  finifhed  their  courfe  ; 
who  have  efcaped  all  the  dangefs  and  temptations 
of  the  prefent  world.  With  the  above  pafiage, 
though  others  might  be  cited  to  the  fame  purport, 
I  will  conclude  my  citations  from  fcripture,  en- 
forcing the  fuggeftions  of  reafon  ;  in  proof  that 
the  fociety,  with  which  the  good  mail  in  the 
next  world  be  united,  will  confift  of  beings  of 
difpofitions  virtuous,  wife,  and  happy  ;  angels, 
and  purified  fpirits  of  the  juft  and  good. 

We  have  now  gone  a  great  way  under  the 
guidance  of  reafon  and  revelation,  in  preparing 
for  the  queflion,  which,  on  the  lofs  of  a  near  and 
dear  friend,  interefted  affection  with  earneftnefs 
and  folicitude  to  its  own  heart  addrefles ;  "  mail 
<f  we  hereafter  ever  meet,  and  recognife  each 
"  other,  again  ?"  The  nope  of  that  is  real  con- 
folation  3  it  is  among  the  firft  pleafures  antici- 
pation fupplies  :  let  us  enquire,  what  ground  we 
jiave  to  entertain  it. 

t  Hcbr*  12,  22,  23, 

6  We 
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6.  We  have  already  affumed  man  a  fociablc 
being,  with  relations,  not  ceafing  with  the  in- 
ftinctive  wants  that  produced  them,  but  ftrength- 
ening  by  continuance,  and  clinging  clofer  arid 
cloier  to  the  heart.  The  child's  wants  no  longer 
exift;  but  filial  and  parental  affection  continues, 
time  not  extinguishing,  but  increafmg  it.  Huf- 
band  and  wife,  when  inftinctive  paffion  has  fub- 
fided,  feel  an  affection,  more  permanent  than  it, 
ftill  tieing  their  hearts  with  mutual  fondnefs  to 
each  other.  What  mall  we  fay  of  friendfhip ;  an 
affection  founded  not  on  want,  or  any  fenfual  in- 
ftinct  ?  How  does  the  mutual  attachment  of 
congenial  minds  increafe  by  time  and  converfe  ; 
each  feeling  himfelf  only  half  of  the  other,  and 
only,  when  together,  perfectly  and  compleatly 
one  !  Shall  we  fuppofe  thefe  near  and  dear  con- 
nections, increafingin  ftrength  as  by  time  united,  if 
this  world  be  but  the  beginning  of  our  exiftence, 
and  there  be  another  to  fucceedit,canwe  conceive 
thefe  fond  attachments,  fcarcely  formed  before 
they  are  diffolved,  never  again  to  be  united  ? 
This  world,  as  the  beginning  of  our  exiftence, 
is  the  beginning  of  all  our  virtuous  habits, 
of  all  our  opening  attachments :  arid  if,  grow- 
ing and  increafmg  as  we  proceed  in  life,  they 
fce  by  death  fuddenly  and  everlailingly  dif^ 

folved  $ 
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folved  ;  they  might  feern  to  be  begun,  only  that 
\ve  may  be  left  difconfolate  and  afflicted  for  the 
lofs  of  them.  But  why  mould  they  be  diffolved  ? 
If  there  be  a  world  to  come,  where  the  good 
and  virtuous,  the  jiift  made  perfeff,  mail  again 
exift;  why  mail  it  not  be  given  them  in  that 
world  to  meet,  and  mutually  recognife  the  near 
and  dear  objects  of  their  former  affection  ?  Let 
conjecture,  if  it  can,  produce  a  reafon  why  it 
mould  not.  If  conjecture  can  not  take  fuch 
ground ;  reafons  not  being  wanting  to  fupport 
the  opinion,  that  it  will,  we  muft  admit  the  truth 
of  it. 

We  with  reafon  believe  that  our  capacity  of 
knowledge  mall  in  the  next  world  be  gloripufly 
improved :  and  what  reafon  is  there  to  conjec- 
ture, that  we  fhall  lofe  a  fingle  ray  of  any  bene- 
ficial knowledge  which  we  now  pofiefs  ?  No 
fuch  lofs  can  be  included  in  a  gradation  towards 
perfection.  When  therefore  the  fouls  of  good 
men  hereafter  meet  and  are  made  perfect  3  we 
muft  fuppofe  they  retain  all  their  former  know- 
ledge, and  likewife  have  a  large  portion  of  ad- 
ditional knowledge  communicated  to  them.  And 
that  knowledge,  and  that  happinefs  efpecially, 
which  we  leave  with  moft  regret,  expedition 
flatters  us  we  mall  again  enjoy,  in  the  renewal  of 

our 
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our  virtuous  affections  for  kindred  and  congenial 
fouls.  It  is  the  only  kind  of.  future  knowledge, 
and  of  happinefs  from  thence  refulting,  of  which 
we  can  form  any  poffible  comprehenfion :  and 
therefore,  indulged  with  the  hopes  of  it,  we  trufb 
thole  hopes  will  not  deceive  us. 

Where  fhall  we  fix  the  extent  of  confcioufhefs  ? 
If  it  be  neceffary  to  conftitute  identky;  why 
fliould  it  not  extend  to  circumflances  in  our 
former  exiftence  mod  interefling  and  affecting? 
Shall  confcioufnefs  juft  fo  far  ferve  us,  as  to  fug- 
geft,  we  once  exifted ;  and,  as  to  every  particular 
in  that  exiftence,  fhall  memory  be  blotted  out? 
What  is  confcioufnefs  of  pad- exiftence  ;  but 
confcioufnefs  of  deeds,  good  or  bad  in  that  exig- 
ence committed?  And  how  fhall  we,  or  why  mould 
we,  feparate  deeds  from  perfons  5  implicated 
and  involved  as  they  are  with  one  another  ? 

Confidering  further  this  world  as  a  fchool  of 
difcipline,  and  the  next  as  a  ftate  of  retribution, 
our  ftation  in  the  one  will  we  muft  fuppofe  be 
refpe<5Hvely  affigned  according  to  our  particular 
merits  in  the  other  j  and  may  not  unreafonably 
conceive,  that  we  fhall  confequently  retain  marks 
of  diftinction,  and  powers  of  dif  rimination  ; 
fome  individual  characters  of  our  former  exift- 
and condition,  And  fo  appointed,  and  fo 

charac- 
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charadtered,  it  is  not  likely  that  we  fhould  want 
either  propenfities  to  fearch  for,  or  powers  to 
difcover,  our  friends  and  relations  in  a  ftate  of 
prior  exiftence.  All  this  is  probable  -y  yet  I 
contend  no  farther  for  the  general  theory,  than 
as  it  contributes  to  place  in  a  view  conciliatory 
of  rational  aflent  the  fpecial  point  of  mutual  re- 
cognition ;  fupported  as  it  is  by  other  arguments, 
and  the  ftronger  implication  of  Revelation. 

When  we  reflect  how  largely  according  to  our 
prefent  apprehenfion  of  things  a  knowledge  of 
each  other  in  that  ftate,  of  whatever  nature  it 
may  be,  we   are   deftined    hereafter  to   enjoy, 
would  contribute  to  our  happinels  in  it;  even 
that  confideration,  which  heightens  the  beauty 
of  the  profpecl:,  tends  alfo  to  ftrengthen  the  ex- 
pectation, that  what  we  now  anticipate  will   be 
hereafter   in    reality   indulged    us.      After    our 
heart-rending  feparation,  to  recognile  one  ano- 
ther in  a  better  world,  what  ecftafy  of  joy  would 
it  impart !  How  would  it  heighten  the  pleafure 
of  that  converfation  which  is  in  Heaven,  to  enjoy  it 
with  an  old  and  dearly  loved  friend  j  with  thofe, 
whom  we  had  formed  to  virtue,  or  to  whofe  form- 
ming  hand  perhaps  we  owed  our  own  j  with  thofe, 
by  whom  fupported,  or  whom  with  mutual  aid 

fupporting,    we  had  fafely  palled  through  the 
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ftormy  paths  of  life,  never  again  to  figh  or  forrow 
more  1  And  as  every  confiftent  degree  of  happi- 
nefsj  confiftent  according  no  God's  decree  with 
the  nature  of  man,  will  we  humbly  conceive  be 
indulged  him  ;  this  large  addition  of  happinefs, 
we  hope  and  truft  on  the  beft  argument  that  can  be 
produced,  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty, 
will  not  be  withheld. 

But  it  may  againft  this  fuppofition  be  urged, 
that  if  we  be  indulged  in  the  knowledge  of  thole 
friends  that  are  happy  ;  we  mtift  alfo  know,  by 
not  finding  others  in  thofe  realms  of  happinefs, 
that  they  are  miferable  :  and  if  the  former  know- 
ledge would  increafe  our  happinefs,  the  latter 
would  propordonably  derogate  from  it,  and  tend 
to  render  us  miferable.  But  this  does  not  fol- 
low j  it  is  not  an  inference,  that  becaufe  we  know 
the  happinefs  of  happy  friends,  we  muft  alfo 
know  the  mifery  of  thofe  that  fail  of  happinefs. 
Thofe  may  not  only  be  ftruck  out  cf  the  book 
of  the  living,  but  out  of  the  memory  alfo  of  thofe 
who  are  there  enrolled.  Our  knowledge,  all 
our  knowledge,  we  truft,  in  the  next  world  will 
be  improved  -,  all  but  the  knowledge  of  fin  and 
mifery  j  and  with  that  ftate,  Revelation  inftrudts 
us,  forrow  is  incompatable.* 

*  Revelation  21,  4. 

In 
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In  further  confirmation  of  this  pleating  doc- 
trine, let  us  advert  to  the   general  reception   it 
has  among  all  nations  obtained  j  an  afTent  almoft 
as  univerfal,  as  the  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate  itfelf. 
The  poets  of  Greece  and  Rome  inculcated  it  •, 
and  fome  of  the  beft  men,  and  greateft  philofo- 
phers,  of  thofe  polifhed  nations   both  believed 
and  taught  ic.     c£  O  glorious  day,  c  fays  one  of 
"  the  greateft  of  them,'  when  I  mail  leave  this 
"  fink  of  profligacy  and  vice  *    behind  me,   and 
"  join  my  beloved  Cato  in  the  aficmbly  of  the 
"  great  and  good."    When  the  wretched  African 
is  torn  from  his  family  and  friends,  and  fold  to  a 
favage  mailer  in  a  diftant  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
we  know  his  comfort,  his  confolation,  his  con- 
fidence is  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  in  unmolefted 
realms  of  happinefs  his  beloved  friends  again. 
This  in  foreign  lands  is  his  long  of  rapture,  when 
the  heart  is  exhilarated  -,  this  is  his  theme  of  con- 
folation, when  he  fits  down  by  the  waters  of  cap- 
tivity and  weeps.     The  untutored  inhabitant  of 
remote  idands  in  the  South  leas,  as  modern  tra- 
vellers inform  us,  when  with  voluntary  incifions 
fhe  hath  (luiced  her  blood  in  agonies  of  grief  for 
the   lofs   of  a  hulband,  a  parent,    or   a  child, 
throws  away  the  inftrument  of  defperation,  and 

*  Ex  hac  Turba  et  Colluvione. — 

Cic 
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calms  her  troubled  mind,  in  the  profpedt  of 
meeting  again.  Nay,  and  even  when  the  ex- 
piring Chrillian  bids  the  friend  of  his  bofom,  the 
objecl:  of  his  affe&ion,  or  the  partner  of  his  cares 
and  joys,  the  long  FAREWEL  ;  how  does  he  feel 
the  agonizing  foul  fupported,  which  fometimes 
expires  in  fmiles  of  fweet  complacency,  on  the 
hope,  the  belief,  the  confidence  of  meeting 
again  ! 

If  nature  teach  this  -,  it  is  the  God  of  nature 
that  fo  inftruclis :  if  religion  inculcate  it ;  it  is 
ftill  the  doctrine  of  God :  it  is  the  doctrine  of 
Him,  who  is  the  effence  of  goodnefs  and  the 
fountain  of  truth,  of  Him  who  can  not  deceive. 

Turning  from  the  volume  of  nature  to  that  of 
revelation,  the  fame  dodrine  we  ihall  find  en- 
forced. The  general  tenour  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment  reprefents  the  good  and  virtuous  in  the 
next  world,  living  with  Chrift,  as  compofing  his 
kingdom,  and,  as  fuch,  living  of  courfe  in  com- 
munity with  one  another  ;  heirs  and  joint  heirs  of 
thejame  promiie.  And  in  that  mutual  intercourfe 
with  each  other,  on  what  principle  of  reafon  mall 
we  deny  of  each  other  the  the  mutual  know- 
ledge ?  On  Peter  occasionally  urging  -his  own 
merit  and  that  of  his  fellow  apoftles,  in  leaving 
all  that  they  had  and  following  Chrift,  our  Savi- 
our 
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our  tells  them  -,  that,  "  in  the  regeneration  [the 
"  renovation  of  things]  when  the  fon  of  man  fhall 
<c  fit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  they  alfo  mall 
"  fit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
"  tribes  of  Ifrael."  And  who  can  conceive 
otherwife  of  that  promife,  than  that  it  evidently 
implies,  the  twelve  apoftles  fo  appointed  would 
perfectly  know  each  other  ?  And  if  thefe  judges 
know  each  other  ?  why  fhall  we  deny  the  fame 
mutual  recognition  to  thofe  that  fhall  be  judged  ? 
There  feems  nothing  adducible  in  difproof  of  the 
cotemporaries  of  thofe  tribes,  on  that  awful  oc- 
eafion  fummoned  to  the  folemn  tribunal,  being 
known  to,  and  knowing,  each  other.  And  if 
the  tribes  of  Ifrael  fhall  then  know  each  other, 
why  fhall  not  all  mankind  ? 

I  have  already  advanced  the  opinion,  that  the 
ftations  of  the  good  in  the  next  world  will  be 
appointed  with  individual  diftinctions,  according 
to  their  particular  merits  in  this  *  :  in  confir- 
mation of  which  opinion  the  prophet  Daniel  de- 
clares, that  they  that  be  wife  fliall  fliine  as  the 
Irightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many 
to  right eonfncfs  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever.-\~ 
In  fimilar  allufion,  theapoftle  to  the  Corinthians 

*  See  Page  43. 
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exprefies  himfelf :  As  one  flar  differeth  from 
another  flar  in  glory  •,  Jo  alfo  jhall  it  be  in  the  re- 
Jurreftion.*  And  thus  individually  diftinguifhed 
in  the  next  world,  fuch  diftinftion  being  in  con- 
fequence  of  our  coridudt  in  this,  fome  marks  of 
difcrimination  that  may  diftinguifh  us  here, 
might  I  obferved,  feafoning  abftradtedly,  attach 
to  us  hereafter:  which  dodtrine,  we  hence  col- 
left,  has  from  fcripture  alfo  the  fame  implied 
fup  port. 

When  our  Lord  afTerts,  in  confutation  of  the 
Sadducean  doftrine,  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac, 
and  of  Jacoby  to  be  the  God  of  the  livingy  and  not 
of  the  dead;  j-  will  it  be  doubted,  that  the  Patri- 
archs, fo  eminently  diftinguifhed,  as  being  alive, 
Were  alive  to  each  other  ?  And  if  they  then  lived 
m  mxjtual  knowledge  of  each  other,  it  is  a  plain 
and  obvious  inference,  that  fo  alfo  fhall  we. 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  royal  mourner, 
exprefTed  in  the  words  of  the  text.  According 
to  the  expofition  of  the  pafTage  already  offered, 
it  clearly  fignifies,  that  he  mould  meet  his  fon, 
recognife  him,  and  enjoy  his  fociety  ?  Elfe 
•where  was  the  confolation  implied  ?  If  he  were 
never  to  know  him  after  their  ieparation  in  this 

*  i  Corf   15,  42,         f  Matt.  22,  $2. 
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world,  know  him  as  a  relation,  a  near  and  dear 
connection ;  that  fon  was  for  ever  loft  to  him. 
It  is  indeed  a  degree  of  confolation,  to  know  that 
our  friends,  when  they  depart  this  life,  are  happy 
in  the  next :  but  it  is  not  a  confolation  equal  to 
that  of  going  to  them,  meeting  them,  feeing  them 
happy,  participating  with  them  in  that  happinefs,, 
and  enjoying  their  fociety ;  and  nothing  lefs  than 
this  the  reflection  of  David  feems  evidently  to- 
imply. 

I  have  not  yet  finimed  my  obfervations  on 
this  interefting  fubject  j  nor  can  I  comprife  them 
within  the  limits  of  this  difcourfe  :  I  muft  there- 
fore refer  them,  with  their  proper  inferences,  to 
a  future  occafion.  And  in  the  mean  time  I  leave 
to  every  one,  to  form  his  own  reflections  on  the 
general  truth  of  what  I  have  endeavoured  to  il- 
luftrate  and  confirm.  They  will  lead  him  to  ap~ 
pretiate  this  world,  and  the  next.  And  on  a  com- 
parative view,  he  will  eafily  diftinguifh,  which 
claims  his  utmoil  attention,  and  which  merits  his 
contempt.  When  he  confiders  how  little  differ- 
ence there  is,  in  point  of  happinefs,  between  the 
higheft  fituation  of  life  and  the  loweflj  he  will 
wonder  at  the  pains  he  has  taken,  at  the  toils  he 
has  endured,  at  the  cares  it  has  coft  him,  to  ac- 
quire a  little  and  a  little  more  of  this  world's  good, 

to 
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to  rife  in  it  a  little  and  a  little  higher.  He  will  la- 
ment, that  he  has  not  with  more  earneftnefs  ex- 
brted  himfelf  to  fecure  an  eminent  ilation  in  the 
world  to  come ;  where  every  degree  of  eminence 
will  be  a  degree  of  happine.fs.  And  reflections  fuch 
as  thefe  cannot  but  influence  his  future  condudt. 
Under  the  imprefilon  of  them  I  therefore  leave 
him  j  fupplicating  God,  of  his  infinite  goodnefs, 
to  give  efficiency  to  them  in  the  attainment  of 
everlafting  happinefs,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  blefTed  Lord  and 
Saviour. 


D  2  SER- 
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S    E    R    M    O    N      III. 

MATT,  xxiii.  43. 

TO  DAY  SHALT  THOU  BE  WITH  ME  IN  PARADISE. 

J.  H  A  T  death  is  a  change  of  exiftence,  and 
not  an  annihilation  of  it  5    that  it  only  alters  our 
mode  of  being,  and  does  not  deftroy  our  being; 
that  it  is  the  portal  of  another  world,  and  not  of 
everlafting  deep;   we  have  already  feen  fairly 
written  in  the  page  of  reafon,  and  graven  in 
deeper  characters  in  the  facred  fcripture  of  re- 
velation.    But  however  general  the  belief  of  a 
future  ftate,  doubts  have  been  entertained  of  the 
immediate  enjoyment  of  it,  after  the  precincts  of 
this  world  are  palled.    It  has  been  furmifed,  that 
a  long  deep  awaits  the  departed  foul,  even  till 
the  laft  trumpet  roufe  it  to  a  general  refurrection,, 
for  the  purpofe  of  a  folemn  trial,  and  a  general 
judgment.    Not  a  confortable  doctrine  this  :  for 
though  the  two  points,  death  and  refurredion, 
even  if  a  hundred  thoufand  years  mould  roll  be- 
tween them,  will  apparently  touch  each  other ; 
the  mind  cannot  diveft  itfelf  of  the  fenfation  of 

a  long 
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«  long  intervening  ilate  of  non-entity.  It  is 
pained  at  the  idea,  and  inquifitively  aiks  ;  when 
the  foul  quits  the  body,  if  it  be  not  entirely  ex- 
tindt,  in  what  mode  of  torpid  exiftence  the  aftive 
principle  of  fpirit  repofes ;  where  is  the  bed,  on 
which  it  lies,  held  in  the  fetters  of  death's  near 
relation*  fleep  ?  You  call  it  fleep:  but  either 
fliew  me  how,  or  inform  me  where,  it  exiftsj 
elfe  I  muft  think  and  feel  it  extinction,  j- 

That  as  Coon  as  the  foul  quits  the  body,  it 

*  Confanguineus  led  fopor.  — — -ViRG. 

f  Though  fchool  Divinity  be  out  of  fafhlon,  the  fair 
and  candid  reafoner  will  attribute  to  an  argument  all  the 
credit  it  deferves,  whether  it  flow  from  the  pen  of  a  fchool- 
njan,  or  of  a  modern  material^.  On  this  prefumption  I 
take  occafion  in  this  place  to  addrefs  to  the  candour  of  the 
advocate  for  the  fleep  jof  fowls  the  following  paffage.  *'  If 
the  foul  be  not  a  permanent  fubftance,  but  only  a  quality  or 
crafis,  which,  when  the  body  dies,  perifheth  and  is  extin- 
guifhed  with  it,  it  is  impoffiblc  that  the  fame  numerical  man 
ihould  rife  after  death  ;  becaufe  the  form  or  foul  which  pe- 
rimed,  can  not  be  numerically  the  fame  with  the  form  or  foul 
which  is  reftored.  For  that  is  numerically  one,  which  is  con- 
tained in  oue  common  term  ;  as  that  is  one  line,  which  is 
not  cut  off  or  interrupted  ;  and  that  one  motion,  which  is  not 
difcontinued  by  reft.  But  there  is  no  common  term  be- 
tween that  which  once  was  and  perifhed,  and  that  which  af- 
iterwards  is  produced  :  for  non-exiftence  came  between  them, 
and  therefore  they  can  not  be  numerically  the  fame." 

P  cxifts 
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cxifts  in  another  (late,  that  it  is  not  for  a  mo- 
ment inert  and  torpid,  the  light  of  nature  fug- 
gefted  to  the  Heathen  world  :  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  wifeft  men  in  the  moft  polifhed  ftates, 
thofe  for  inftance  of  Greece  and  Rome  j  it  is  the 
opinion  alfo  ot  the  more  barbarous  countries  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  facred  writers, 
when  they  fpeak  of  a  future  (late,  as  in  appealing 
to  it  their  general  object  is  to  excite  to  virtue 
and  deter  from  vice,  include  in  it  the  doctrine  of 
a  future  judgment,  and  final  retribution  of  re- 
wards and  punimments  •>  previous  to  which  is 
implied  a  refurrection.  And  as  fuch  general 
judgment,  when  Chrift  mail  defcend  in  awful 
pomp  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  is  repre- 
fented  as  not  taking  place  till  the  confummation 
of  all  things  j  to  that  period,  by  a  loofe  aflump- 
tion,  fome  have  in  opinion  been  led  to  defer  the 
refurrection,  as  in  iuppofed  union  with  it.  Bur 
the  te"rm  refurrection,  according  to  the  original 
word,  means  no  more  than  a  re-inftatement ; 
which,  if  referring  to  existence,  may  take  place 
immediately  after  death,  as  well  as  at  a  diftant 
and  general  period ;  and  may  be,  and  is,  I  con- 
c,  ^s  to  time,  diftincl  from  the  general  judg- 
ment. In  that  period  of  fliture  exiftence,  be- 
tween the  rcfurrection  and  the  general  judgment, 

which 
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-which  is  termed  the  inrermediate  ftate,  it  is  in- 
timated in  fcripture  that  the  good  lhall  enjoy  a 
degree  of  happinefo,  and  the  wicked  fuffer  mi- 
iery  j  but  it  is  alfo  from  thence  collected,  that 
neither  fhall  refpectively  receive  their  full  and 
ultimate  retribution,  till  the  general  judgment. 

Another  reafon,  that  has  contributed  not  a 
little  to  induce  fome  to  flip  over  the  interme- 
diate flate,  appears  to  have  been  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  the  doctrine  in  fome  meafure  counte- 
nanced the  notion  entertained  by  the  church  of 
Rome  concerning  purgatory.  And  it  feems 
-with  me  fcarcely  to  admit  a  doubt,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  an  intermediate  ftate  was  really  the  doc- 
trine of  the  apoftolical  and  primitive  ages  -3  and 
that  the  Romanifts  afterwards  availed  themfelves 
of  it  for  mercenary  purpofes.  Hence  mafles  for 
the  dead,  exorcifms,  and  the  Jong  ritual  lift  that 
enriched  and  aggrandifed  that  fecularifed  church. 
But  what  is  there  fo  perfect,  as  not  to  be  liable 
to  corruption  ?  And  why  mould  truth  be  re- 
jected, becaufe  it  may  be  abufed  ?  Let  us  not 
be  induced,  through  a  vain  fear  of  purgatory,  to 
relinquifh  the  juft  hopes  of  Paradife.  Reafon  af- 
fumes  the  foul  an  active  principle,  alike  incapa- 
ble of  inertion,  as  decay  :  and  fuppofes  it,  when 
it  leaves  this  world,  to  exift  in  fome  happy  and 
'  D  4  more 
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more  perfect  ftate.  We  will  briefly  enquire  how 
far  the  language  of  fcripture  in  this  article  con- 
firms the  fuggeftions  of  reafon. 

When,  on  the  murther  of  Stephen,  his  pray- 
er was,  Lord  Je/us  receive  my  Spirit  -,  I  think  it 
very  clear,  that  his  petition  was  for  the  imme- 
diate reception  of  his  fpirit :  of  which  if  any 
doubt  be  entertained,  a  declaration  of  St.  Paul 
will  illuftrate  it.  I  am  in  ajlrait,  faith  the  Apofr- 
tle  to  the  Philippians,*  between  two  ±  having  a 
dejire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  for  it  is  much 
'better :  but  to  remain  in  the  flefli  is  m  ere  necejfary 
for  you.  St.  Stephen's  petition  to  Chrift  to  re- 
ceive his  foul,  and  the  afiurance  which  St.  Paul 
exprefles  that  after  he  departed  hence,  he  fhould 
be  with  Chrift,  do  certainly  allude  to  the  fame 
period  :  viz.  the  period  of  their  immediate  depar- 
ture hence.  This  is  clearly  afcertained  by  the 
manner  in  which  St.  Paul  expreffes  himfelf.  It 
is  better,  fays  he,  to  depart  hence,  and  to  be  with 
Chrift.  So  it  certainly  was ;  if,  when  he  de- 
parted hence,  he  would  be  with  Chrift.  But 
furely  he  would  have  been  much  better  herej  an 
active  labourer  in  Chrift's  vineyard  on  earth, 
than  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility,  a  mere  non- 

*  Phil.  1. 1, 
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entity.  He  would  certainly  have  judged  it  bet- 
ter, to  have  enjoyed  exiftencc  in  this  world  with 
his  friends  and  companions,  his  fellow  labourers 
in  the  great  caufe,  which  brought  his  Lord  from 
Heaven,  than  to  have  lain  ufelefs  in  the  grave, 
loft  to  all  good  purpofes  in  this  life,  and  to  all 
enjoyment  of  another. 

Let  us  next  examine  the  paflfage  in  St.  Mat- 
thew's Gofpel,  where  our  Lord  declares  the 
c<  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  to  be  the 
"  God  not  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."? 
The  declaration  was  macje  to  confute  the  Sad- 
ducees,  'who  denied  the  exiftence  of  a  future 
ftate.  But  when  our  Lord  made  ufe  of  this  ar- 
gument, if  thofe  patriarchs  had  not  at  the  time 
been  numbered  among  the  living,  had  they  been 
then  held  in  the  bonds  of  death;  would  he  with 
fuch  an  inftance  as  this — indeed,  on  that  fuppo- 
fition,  with  a  falfe  afTumption  would  he  have 
confronted  them  ?  The  pafiage,  to  acquire  pro- 
priety, necefiarily  implies,  that  they  were  then 
alive ;  and  the  argument  in  form  flands  thus  : 
"  God  is  the  Qocj,  as  you  acknowledge,  of 
«f  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  j  but  He  is  the 
God,  not  of  non-entities,  but  of  living  exift? 

*  Matt.  22,  3*. 

f*  ences^ 
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"  ences  j  therefore  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  J^cob 
«  are  ROW  living.  They  are  living  fouls,  ftill 
••«<  under  the  protection  of  their  God,  and  ftill 
<c  enjoying,  perhaps  in  a  nearer  approach  to 
"  Him,  marks  of  his  favour." 

Thefe  paflages  we  will  clofe  with  that  of  the 
text :  to  dr.y  flialt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradije. 
•We  can  not  difpute  the  truth  of  the  aflurance  : 
•we  mud  acknowledge,  that  the  malefactor  was 
according  to  our  Lord's  promife  that  day  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  fociety,  in  the  place  of  fepara- 
ted  fouls,  by  him  denominated  Paradifei  Un- 
lefs  we  admit  the  fhifts  and  fubterfuges  of  certain 
fedtarifts  to  evade  the  force  of  this  plain  text ; 
which,  fays  a  very  learned  and  able  prelate*, 
"  are  fo  perfectly  ridiculous,  that  I  muft  make 
*f  myfelf  ridiculous,  if  I  mould  mention  them, 
*(  much  more  if  I  mould  go  about  ferioufly  to 
**  refute  them." 

One  therefore  of  thefe  two  inferences  muft 
follow  :  either  a  miracle  muft  have  been  effect- 
ed on  this  malefactor's  account,  by  which  he 
cfcaped  the  common  defHnation  of  mankind, 
and,  inftead  of  a  ftate  of  infenfibility,  participated 
of  the  happinefs  of  fupe.ior  beings,  enjoying  the 

*  Bifhop  Bull. 
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percipiency  of  exiftence  with  them  in  paradife: 
or  he  was  removed  to  that  ftate  of  happy  exift- 
ence, into  which  the  feparated  fouls  of  good  men, 
fhefpirits  of  the  juft  made  $erfecly  after  their  de- 
parture from  this  world  are  admitted  j  in  reward 
for  his  belief  in  Chrift,  and  acknowledgement  of 
his  divinity :  Lord,  remember  me,  when  thou  comeft 
ipto  thy  kingdom. 

That  the  firft  was  not  the  cafe,  may  I  think 
be  prefumed  from  the  following  confiderations. 
Firft,  this  malefactor  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  a  character,  that  merited  the  difphy  of  fuch 
a  miracle  in  his  favour.  He  had,  according  to 
his  own  confefiion,  been  a  very  bad  man,  and 
fuffered  that  fevere  punifliment  juftly :  we  car* 
fcarcely  therefore  fuppofe,  that  he  was  made  fo 
eminent  an  exception  to  the  common  lot  of  hu- 
manity, as  fuch  a  miracle  reprefents  him.  In 
the  next  place,  it  was  a  miracle  which  could  not 
be  attended  with  the  fame  circumftance  of  p  ib- 
licity,  with  which  all  the  other  miracles  of  Chrift 
were  accompanied ;  nor,  through  defect  in  that 
circumftance,  in  any  degree  contribute,  as  they 
did,  to  illuftrate  the  divinity  of  his  million. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  the  latter  inference  is 
the  proper  and  true  one :  that  the  malefaftor,  in 
common  with  other  fmners^  to  whom  we  find 
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our  Lord  on  their  repentance  and  belief  in  hirrj 
Jiad  fpoken  pardon  and  peace,  had  obtained  re- 
million  of  his  fins  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
forgivenefs,  palled,  according  to  the  common  lot 
of  humanity,  'into  the  paradiliacal  Hate,  the  re- 
gion dcllined  to  receive  the  departed  fouls  of 
the  juft  and  good,* 

Thofe 

*  I  mean  not  to  pafs  by  a  text,  that  has  been  fuppofed  to 
militate  againft  the  doctrine,  for  which  I  am  contending. 
tfartbajayf)  1  know  my  brother  luill  rife  again  in  the  refurrcc- 
tio-a  in  tht  loft  day  ;  fuppofi  ng  the  foul  would  not  be  raifed,  or 
rp-eilablirhed  in  exiftence,  till  fummoned  to  the  general 
judgment  at  the  laft  day.  And  from  her  declaration  may 
clearly  be  inferred  fuch  her  belief.  But  what  does  our  Lord 
reply  to  her  fuggeftion  ?  /  am  the  rcfurrefiion  and  the  life : 
Ix  that  bdievetb  on  me,  e*rn  though  he  die,  Jhall  live  :  and  every 
»iie,  that  liveth  and  bcHevetb  on  me,  Jhall  not  die  for  ever.  EC- 
lUvcft  tb>u  thh  ?  The  queflion,  bcliev.efl  thou  this,  evidently 
implies,  that  our  Lord  had  intruded  heron  a  point,  of  which 
fhe  was  before  ignorant.  Let  us  then  confider  what  was  the 
article,  in  which  (he  had  exprefled  her  belief.  It  was  in  the 
refurrefiion  at  the  laft  day.  This  opinion  of  her's  our  Lord 
corrects ;  and  tells  her,  that  through  him  is  the  refurreclion  ; 
that  to  the  believer  in  him  there  is  no  continued  death  ;  but 
that,  he  Jhall  pa/3  from  death  unto  life, 

The  Inflruflion,  which  our  Lord  in  this  paflage  communi- 
cated to  Martha,  exaftly  correiponds  with  the  general  doc» 
trine  of  fcripture,  viz.  that  death  was  denounced  as  the  pu- 
niftiment  of  man's  difobedjence ;  and  that  Chrift  purchafedfor 

him 
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Thofe  obfervations  premifed,  in  brief  detail: 
ef  what  the  fcriptures  inculcate  refpecting  a  fu- 
ture ftate,  the  doclrrine  is  as  follows.  Man  was 
wadz  perfeff :  that  is,  perfect  in  his  nature  ;  de- 
ftined  to  a  progrefilve  advance  in  knowledge  and 
happinefs,  had  he  continued  in  that  Hate  of  per- 
fect innocence,  in  which  he  was  created.  But 
becoming  difobedient  to  his  Almighty  Creator's 
commands,  he  incurred  the  penalty  of  Rich  his 
difobedience  ;  which  was,  death  :  dying  thou, 
ftialt  die.  And  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  fin  j  fo  by  one  man  alfo> 
came  the  remiflion  of  fin,  and  a  re-inftatemenc 
in  the  original  pofFefllon  of  life.  The  penalty 
of  fins  thus  paid,  and  the  power  of  death  fuper- 
feded,  the  departed  foul  is  placed  in  the  fame 
ftate  it  would  have  enjoyed  if  it  had  obferved 
the  right eoufnejs  of  the  law,  that  is,  remained  in 
a  ftate  of  un  finning  obedience  :  of  courfe,  it  muft 
after  death  immediately  exift  in  a  ftate  of  per- 

hirn  redemption  from  the  power  of  death,  and  by  his  own  re- 
furrection  brought  conviftion  even  to  the  fenfes  that  he  (hould 
not  be  holden  by  it  ;  and  therefore  that  after  death  has  been 
executed  on  us,  through  Chrift  we  are  re-eftablifhed  in  exift- 
ence,  and  live.  So  that  in  effeft,  as  our  Lord  tells  Martha, 
ive  never  die ;  death  being  no  more  than  a  door  opening 
from  one  ftate  to  another. 

ception, 
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ception,  a  candidate  for  progreflivc  happinefs 
and  knowledge,  and  greater  degrees  of  perfec- 
tion, after  a  general  judgment  at  the  confumma- 
tion  of  all  things  fhall  have  determined  its  def- 
tiny. 

The  general  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate  we 
have  already  confidered  on  the  principles  of  na- 
tural reafortj  and  have  found  it  fupported  by  ar- 
guments as  conclulive,  as  any  fpeculative  point 
will  admit.  The  clearer  evidence  of  revelation^ 
as  vve  have  alfo  feen,  affords  not  only  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  general  doctrine*  but  inftructs  us  in 
feveral  important  particulars  refpecting  the  na- 
ture of  it.  To  this  purpofe  the  portion  of  fcrip- 
ture,  which  I  have  made  the  fubject  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  in  an  efpecial  manner  contributes.  It 
corroborates  the  import  of  other  texts,  in  afcer- 
taining  the  exiftence  of  the  foul  in  a  ftate  of 
happinefs  and  percipiency  ;  and  eftablifhes  the 
belief  of  fuch  exiftence  taking  place  immediately 
on  the  foul's  feparation  from  the  body  on  its 
paffage  through  the  folemn  portal  of  death.  To 
fome  intcrefting  inferences  from  the  words  of 
the  text,  thus  underftood,  I  propofe  to  affign  the 
lequel  of  this  difcourfc. 

I.  And  firft,  the  locality  of  departed  fouls 
being  fixed  in  Paradife,  gives  us  the  idea  of  their 

being 
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being  together;  not  difpofed  of  in  different  pla- 
nets, or  difperfed  in  various  parts  of  fpace,  but 
afiembled  in  one  general  congrefs,  in  one  and 
the  fame  diftri'ft,  region  or  clime.  And  this 
idea  favours  the  opinion,  advanced  in  the  preced- 
ing difcourfe,  of  a  mutual  recognition  of  each 
other.  Indeed  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  object  may  form  a  chief  reafon,  why  our 
beneficent  Creator  fliould  confign  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  world  to  one  common  place  of  re- 
fort  :  becaufe  it  was  the  will  of  infinite  goodnefs,. 
to  make  the  happinefs  of  the  good  in  the  next 
world  as  compleat,  as  the  nature  of  man,  and 
the  ftate  to  which  he  is  hereafter  deftined,  will 
admit.  This  argument  founded  on  the  goodnefs 
of  Almighty  God  has  been  already  noticed  :  let 
us  purfue  it  a  little  farther. 

The  divine  goodnefs  do  not  all  the  gracious 
proceedings  of  our  Creator,  in  regard  to  man, 
through  life  derrioriftrate  ?  And  in  none  is  it 
more  confpicuous,  than  in  the  fatisfadlion  the  fo- 
cjal  fenfations  create  to  him.  What  though,. 

O     * 

with  hand  profufe  of  blcffings,  He  hath  fcattered 
through  the  world  objects  of  pleafure  correfpon- 
dent  with  every  appetite  of  man;  thofe  fenfa- 
tions are  necefiary  to  give  them  their  true  relifh. 
The  mind  has  fo  great  a  fhare  in  the  happinefs 

of 
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of  the  man  -,  that  bodily  gratifications  alone/ 
though  in  the  highdft  degree  poflcfled,  can  nor 
render  it  complcat.  Honour,  power,  pleafure 
are  imperfeit  and  unfatisfaftory  \  unlefs  lhared 
with  thofe  we  love,  and  enjoyed  with  thofe  in 
whom  we  delight. 

They  may  for  thefnferves  be  coveted,  and 
\?ithout  appendages  may  be  poffefied  :  but  the 
relative  affedlions  are  neceffary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  them  j  they  give  to  thofe  pofletfions  their 
proper  zeft.  And  even  in'  the  humbler  walks 
of  life  they  form  a  charm,  that  binds  the  focial 
mind  of  man  in  bands  fo  firm  and  clofe,  as  nei- 
ther the  blandimments  of  fenfe,  nor  the  magic 
of  ambition  can  difiblve. 

•'  It  grows  with  our  growth,  and  ftrengthens  with  our 
««  ftrength." 

The  fenfations  thence  derived  fix  on  the 
foul  with  infeparable  adhefion,  and  become  as 
it  were  a  quality  of  it :  they  participate  in  its 
pleafures,  and  fympathizc  with  it  in  its  pains  r 
they  attend  it  through  all-  the.  viciflitudes  of 
life,  undivided  from  it  by  time  or  place.  The 
mind  not  only  experiences  in  thefe  tenderefl  of 
all  fenfations  the  mofl  refined  pleafure,  but,  from 
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the  feelings  of  approving  confcience,  it  finds  im- 
prefied  on  them  the  (lamp  of  virtue  too,  and  as 
fuch  the  fanction  of  divine  approbation.  Yet  in 
the  cultivation  of  thofe  connections,  which  carry 
in  them  the  teft  of  virtue,  and  the  approbation 
of  God,  we  are  treafuring  up  to  ourfelves  a  fund 
of  forrow  and  incompenlable  grief,  upon  the 
ground  of  there  being  in  the  next  world  no  re- 
newal of  them;  When  the  fatal  fummons  calls 
away  the  friend  of  our  bofom,  and  the  tender 
relative,  we  lofe  the  beft  ingredient  in  the  cup* 
of  life  :  and  the  lofs  leaves  only  dregs  behind, 
except  in  the  hope  of  meeting  again.  And  that 
hope,  which  the  God  of  nature  fuggefts,  illuftra- 
tive  of  his  benignity  ^  acts  with  a  further  influence 
on  the  foul  j  reconciling  us  to  our  own  removal 
hencej  and  arming  us  againft  that  formidable 
break  in  our  exiftence,  to  which  the  divine  de- 
nunciation had  deftined  us;*  Muft  we  not  then 
admit  the  bright,  confolatory  cherub,  for  the 
two-fold  purpofe  of  adminiftering  confolation, 
and  fupplying  fortitudej  fo  gracioufly  communi- 
cated, that  vifits  us  with  healing  on  its  wings, 
to  be  the  meflenger  of  God  to  us  for  good  5 
and,  if  from  Him,  the  meflenger  of  truth  ? 

*  Gen.  7.27.  Dying  thou  {halt  die; 

E  But 
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But  further,  this  lofs  we  are  confidering  leaves 
generally  a  void  in  the  mind  ;   which  nothing 
will  effectually  fill  up.     The  attention  of  new 
connections  may  gain  our  efteem  j  but  are  fel- 
dom  found  to  difplace   the  former  ones  from 
their  attached   hold  on  our   affections.      The 
mind  hankers  after  thofe  it  has  loft  :  it  loves  to 
fteal  from  afliduities,  that  flutter  on  the  furface 
of  our  affection  j  and  to  devote  the  folitary  hour 
of  contemplation  to  thole  images,  thole  fhadowy 
pictures,*  that  ftill  engrofs  it.    Thofe  objects  of 
its  former  affections  ftill  maintain  their  place  in 
the  mind,  though  only  in  idea :    and  what  for- 
bids,   that   they   fliould  again  fill  that  vacant 
place,  which  admits  no  fubftitute,  in  reality  ^ 
They  have  paffed  the  formidable  portal,  which 
we  muft  alfo  pafs,  and  foon.    They  arc  gone  to 
another  world,  which  we   muft  vifit  too.     And 
hath  God  fhewn  us  either  by  the.light  of  nature, 
or  the  bright  fun-beam  of  revelation  ;  hath  He 
in  the  ftill  voice  of  reafon,  or  in  the  clearer  lan- 
guage of  fcripture  declared,   that  human  fouls, 
when  from  this  world  difmifled,  and  afiembled 
in  another,  mail  never  meet  and  recognife  each 
other,  mall  in  habits  of  focial  affection,  fanc- 

*  Pifiura  pafcit  inani.— VIRG. 

tioned 
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tioned  by  his  approbation,  never  be  united 
again  ?  The  grcateft  fceptic  on  the  fubject  we 
are  now  difcufling  muft  acknowledge,  that  He 
has  made  no  fuch  declaration  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary infpires  the  foothing  hopes  of  a  re-union. 
On  his  goodnefs  therefore  I  ground  an  argument, 
in  affurance  that  fuch  re-union  will  be  hereafter 
indulged  us. 

Such  gratification  of  our  virtuous  hopes  is 
confident  with  the  univerfal  difplay  of  goodnefs, 
that  appears  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  we 
contemplate  the  infinite  benignity  of  the  divine 
difpenfations.  When  we  reflec"l  on  the  vaft 
train  of  thofe  difpenfations,  every  link  gilt  with 
mercies^  and  beaming  bleffings  on  mankind ; 
when  we  purfue  them  through  the  whole  eco- 
nomy of  God's  dealings  with  his  creature  man  ; 
we  fee  both  in  his  moral  and  natural  government 
of  the  world  nothing  but  inftar.ccs  of  adorable 
benignity.  We  experience  every  virtuous  exer- 
tion fupported,  we  feel  every  worthy  defign  pro- 
moted, often  by  fecret  caufes,  and  unaccountable 
means;  we  trace  the  plan  of  providential  good- 
nefs through  the  life  of  the  individuals,and  through 
the  vaft  mafs  of  the  whole.  And  will  He  Hop 
His  leading  hand,  as  foon  as  we  pafs  the  threfhold 
of  this  world  ?  Is  He  not  Lord  of  the  other  world, 
E  2  as  well 
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as  well  as  this :  God  of  Gods,  and  Lord  of  Lords? 
Will  thofe  virtuous  difpofitions,  that  experienced 
the  fanction  of  his  favour  here,  droop  afterwards 
unregarded  by  Him,  and  unfupported  ?  Will  his 
eye  of  favour  be  withdrawn,  and  his  mercy  gone 
for  ever  ?  Doth  He  approve  and  promote  any 
one  virtuous  tendency ;  and  will  He  not  finally 
fupport  it  to  its  full  extent  ?  The  focial  fenfations 
are  an  ornament  to  the  foul :  and  will  God  ftrip 
it  of  them,  when  it  is  ordered  hence  ?  Thefe 
are  queftions  that  refolve  themfelves,  on  con- 
templation of  the  little  we  are  permitted  to  fee 
of  his  fuper-intending  goodnefs  and  power. 
And  mall  thofe  habits  of  virtuous  fouls,  that 
have  ftrengthened  each  other  in  the  mutual  ex- 
ercife  of  warm  benevolence,  and  acts  of  piety, 
•which  He  commanded,  that  have  fortified  each 
other  by  mutual  lelTons  of  refignadon  to  his  high 
will,  and  borne  aright  the  trying  bolts  of  his 
harfher  difpenfadons,  mall  they  all  droop  and 
languifh  here,  even  in  their  very  bud  ;  or  bear 
their  blofibms  in  another  world,  the  fruits  of  hap- 
py union  ?  As  fure  as  God  approves  of  fuch 
fympathy  of  foul,  and  its  fodal  affections  here, 
though  for  a  moment  He  fuffer  the  union  to  be 
interrupted  i  fo  fure  ground  have  we  to  con- 
clude, He  will  hereafter  renew  and  continue  it : 

bound 
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bound  and  knit  together  in  firmer  and  more  per- 
fect ties, 'conducive  to  further  purpofes  and  a 
more  permanent  plan,  and  fhining  with  purer 
Juftre  as  it  advances,  through  boundlcis  time 
and  realms  of  boundlefs  fpace. 

Confider  next  the  extraordinary  efforts,  which 
the  fpirit  of  enterprife  fometimes  forms  in  order 
to  effect  in  this  world  a  meeting  with  the  ob- 
jects of  attached  affection ;  far  from  whom  fome 
ftroke  of  adverfe  fortune  may  have  hurled  the 
friend,  whofe  life  languimes  in  forrow  under  the 
reparation.  On  bare  recital  of  fuch  enterprife, 
though  die  parties  concerned  in  it  be  unknown, 
the  mind  of  fenfibility  takes  an  interefting  part 
even  in  the  abftract  aft,  It  applauds  the  at- 
tempt i  it  attends  the  generous  effort  with  the 
warm  wifhes  of  fuccefs.  But  the  mind,  unin- 
fluenced by  prejudice,  and  unfeduced  by  paflion, 
can  not  applaud  a  vicious  action.  The  exertions 
therefore  fuppofed  bear  the  ftamp  of  virtue  on 
them,  and  as  fuch  the  feal  of  God's  approbation. 
And  what  He  approves,  to  that  He  will  alfb 
extend  encouragement,  and  efficient  fupport. 
Hence  we  infer,  that  as  fuch  impulfe  of  mutual  at- 
tachments is  founded  in  virtue,  they  are  derived 
from  God,  and  by  him  encouraged :  and  hence  have 
we  every  ground  of  confidence,  that  when  with- 
E  3  out 
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out  his  fupport  they  can  no  longer  operate,  his 
training  hand,  that  foftered,  will  fupport  them  ;, 
and  that  thofe  who  in  this  world  have  in  vir- 
tuous habits  been  mutually  attached,  whom  his 
juftice  by  the  law  of  death,  which  he  ordained, 
for  a  moment  divided,  his  mercy  will  finally 
re-unite,  and  render  happy. 

In  the  reprefentation,  as  above  fuggefted,  let 
us  fuppofe  fuccefs  to  attend  the  cnterprife  ;  and 
endeavour  to  figure  to  ourfelves  the  happinefs 
confequent  of  the  event.  What  pleafure  to  re- 
count temptations  baffled,  difficulties  furmount- 
ed;  and,  in  the  warm  funmine  of  enjoyment,  to 
look  back  on  our  late  dwelling,  the  gloomy  cave 
of  defpair  !  But  if  in  this  world,  the  chequered 
fcene  of  changes  and  chances,  the  moment  of 
meeting  be  winged  with  fo  much  fatisfaclion  ; 
what  muft  be  the  excefs  of  delight,  that  will  at- 
tend fuch  a  junction  hereafter  !  This  world  pre- 
fents  no  novelty  of  fcene  to  engage  our  future 
converfe,  and  employ  our  mutual  wonder.  Here 
is  no  increafe  of  knowledge,  and  by  confequence 
of  happinefs,  to  extend  and  employ  the  intellec- 
tual powers.  Here  open  no  new  fources  of  un- 
tafted  joys  j  here  exifts  no  flicker  from  the  bufy 
bolts  of  advcrfity  that  will  (till  fly  as  ufual  about 
us.  And  what  is  worft  of  all,  we  have  no  fecurity 

for 
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•for  any  long  porTeflion  of  thofe  joys  fb  ardently 
purfued,  and  with  fo  much  difficulty  re-obtained; 
fubjedt,  as  before,  to  reparation  and  alloy. 

But  of  the  next  flate  nyrk  the  difference. 
There  novelty  of  fcene  wi1!  engage  our  mutual 
admiration  :  while  glanc  ng  into  fecrets  of  na- 
ture, here  buried  in  impenetrable  darknefs,  we 
Ihall  be  permitted  in  a  nearer  approach  to  pay 
our  adoration  to  nature's  God.  And  while  we 
feel  increaled  knowledge  Ji';e  a  flood  of  light 
pour  into  our  enlarged  underftanding,  we  find  an 
increafe  of  happinefs  too  :  new  organs  of  de- 
light, and  new  objects  correfpondent  to  them. 
No  clouds  of  care  there  gather,  and  deform  the 
bright  ferene  of  that  pure  Ether ;  no  fighs  of 
forrow  are  rwafted  there.  And  what  crowns  all, 
we  mail  be  then  fecure  againft  the  chance  of 
change,  againft  the  wear  of  time;  time  only 
jcounted  by  enjoyments,  and  enjoyments  quick-* 

jened  without  fatiety.* 

In 

*  A  difficulty  has  been  urged  againft  the  future  recog- 
nition of  each  other,  grounding  on  the  fuppofition,  that  as 
the  fociable  attachments  were  implanted  in  us  only  for  the 
purpofes  of  this  prefent  ftate,  they  would  of  courfe  ceafe 
with  it.  In  fatisfadlion  of  which  doubt,  the  writer,  who  in 
one  of  the  public  prints  hath  addrefied  it  to  the  author  of 
fhefe  difcourfes,  is  referred  to  Di s  c o u R s E  II.  Seft.  ii  6. 
E  where 
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In  contemplating  this  profpecl,  what  motives} 
doth  it  fuggeft,  to  prefs  forward  to  the  high  mark 
offuch  a  calling !  Do  we  wifh  to  converfe,  eter- 
nally to  live  with  our  virtuous  friends  and  con- 
nections again  ?  We  ha  ye  only  to  ftudy  their 
lives,  and  imitate  their  examples  :  if  we  can  im- 
prove upon  their  lives,  it  will  be  our  praife,  our 
happinefs  to  do  it.  We  mall  meet  them  with 
greater  pleafure,  and  they  will  welcome  us  with 
greater  praife.  For  envy  and  every  malignant 
quality  will  find  no  admittance  there.  But 
fhoiiid  we  lofe  the  great  end  of  our  exiftence, 
and  forfeit  the  happinefs  of  admifiion  into  that 
kingdom  which  endureth  for  ever ;  loft  to  our 
near  and  dear  friends,  as  they  to  us  ;  and  out- 
calls  from  Paradift  ;  conception  can  not  form 
the  pangs  r,emorfe  will  give  us.  On  the  fame 

where  it  is  contended,  and  {hewn,  that  the  fociable  attach- 
ments extend  farther  than  the  exigencies  of  this  life  re- 
quire. The  inference  therefore  apprehended  falls  to  the 
ground.  The  attachments  of  the  child  to  the  parent  after 
he  no  longer  wants  his  fupport,  of  the  hufband  to  the  wife 
after  the  infUnctive  appetite  has  fubfided,  and  particularly 
thofe  of  friendfhip,  are  perfedly  independent  of  the  exigencies 
of  life :  and  tne  continuance  of  thole  attachments  to  the 
verge  of  the  grave  forms  an  argument  for  the  renewal  of 
them  even  beyond  it. 

principle^ 
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principle,  reflecting  on  thofe  dear  connections 
who  have  finifhed  their  courfe  before  us,  and  fi- 
nifhed  it  well  j  who  are  called  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  labour  j  who  are  ready  to  welcome  us 
!to  the  houfe  of  God,  where  our  blefled  Lord 
hath  prepared  for  us  many,  or  more  properly, 
various  manfions,  various  as  the  merits  of  thofe 
who  are  called  to  them  ;  we  mail  learn  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  the  infirmities  of  nature,  and  to  felicitate 
ourfelves  on  having  a  near  and  dear  friend  gone 
before  ;  whom,  when  we  have  received  our 
happy  difmiffal,  we  mail  find  with  mind  elate  at 
the  iacred  threlhold  prepared  and  ready  to  meet 
us.  Blefled  ftate  of  permanent  felicity,  happy 
inhabitants  that  have  attained  to  it !  How  does 
every  thing  that  is  earthly  ficken  in  the  eye,  that 
is  raifed  up  to  you  !  What  is  all  the  tinfel  here 
below ;  what  are  all  the  rubs  and  bufferings  we 
can  experience  here,  in  contraft  with  that  open- 
ing fcene,  to  which  in  fair  hopes  God  himrelf 
hath  raifed  the  mind  of  man  ?  And  God,  k  is 
the  ground  on  which  I  reft  this  ilructure  ff  my 
hopes,  and  therefore  I  repeat  it,  God  can  not  de- 
ceive his  humble  and  adoring  creatures. 

II.  Let  us  next,  as  another  inference,  confiJer 
our  fubject  in  a  different  view.  To  day  jhail  thou.; 
bt  with  me  in  Paradife.  \V  hat  a  change  of  ficu- 

ation 
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ation  doth  our  Lord  here  fpeak  to  this  miferabie 
xnalefa&or !  And  what  a  leffon  doth  it  inculcate 
againfc  defpondency  and  delpair  !  To  fatisfy  our- 
felves  that  no  flation  is  fo  deplorable,  but  the 
mercy  of  God  if  fidy  implored  willvifit  it;  that 
no  condition  of  life  can  be  fo  loft,  but  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  can  with  the  beams  of  confolatioiv 
chear  it  j  that  no  vifitation  of  evil  can  be  fo  heavy, 
as  the  power  of  God  can  not  alleviate,  or,  if  he 
pleaie,  remove  ;  let  us  raife  our  eyes  to  the  ex- 
preffive  picture  before  us.  Behold  a  man  overtak- 
en in  his  wickednefs,  devoted  to  fevere  punifh- 
xnents,  thofe  punifliments,  aggravated  by  p.  juft 
|enfe  of  accun^ulatcd  guilt.  The  hour  arrives, 
and  he  is  led  tq  the  fcene  of  daughter.  No  re- 
prieve, no  refcue  j  he  is  fufpended  in  agonies  OR 
the  fatal  tree.  Yet  in  that  calamitous  fituadon, 
forfaken  even  of  the  flatterer  hope,  in  the  arti- 
cle of  death  he  finds  life,  and  experiences  redemp- 
tion. He  acknowledges  his  fins,  he  ccnfcfles  the 
juftice  of  his  punifhment :  and  his  heart  thus  pre- 
pared by  penitence  and  contrition  to  receive  fal- 
vation,  his  eyes  are  opened,  and  he  beholds  at 
his  fide  his  fuffering  Savi  :ur  and  his  God.  Hea- 
ven opened  to  his  view,  the  effulgence  of  divinity 
beamed  on  him  from  the  crofs  :  his  foul  is  in- 
ftantly  railed  above  the  littkncfs  of  the  world, 

and 
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and  every  idea  that  is  level  with  it.  That  world, 
oflate  the  idol  of  his  defires,  now  appears  to  him 
the  bubble  that  it  is  -,  he  wonders  that  fo  poor  a 
lure  could  bribe  him  to  the  commiffion  of  a  fin- 
gle  crime.  He  afks  not  to  be  indulged  in  the 
longer  enjoyment  of  it,  he  lupplicates  not  for 
life  and  liberty  j  his  prayer  was  of  a  higher  na- 
ture i  Lord,  remember  me,  when  thou  comeft  into 
thy  kingdom. 

And  how  does  our  Lord  receive  the  prayer 
of  this  repentant  fmner  ?  He,  whofe  condition 
was  as  fuperiour  to  the  judge  who  condemned, 
as  the  malefactor  who  was  convicted,  ever  look- 
ed down  fuperiour  on  the  petty  diftindions  of 
worldly  rank  and  greatnefs.  While  to  contemp- 
tuous fcorn  he  held  out  the  hypocrify  of  the 
chief  Priefls  and  Pharifees ;  gracioufly  would  he 
condefcend  to  aflbciate  with,  and  inftrqct  the 
lowly-minded  and  humble  finner.  Such  was  the 
cafe  in  the  inftance  before  us.  Our  Lord  did 
not  with  faftidious  ncglec^:  difregard  the  humble 
petition  of  the  fufFering  malefactor  before  him  : 
he  did  not  fuppofe  it  an  indignity  to  him,  with 
condefcending  attention  to  regard  a  poor  forlorn 
criminal,  fufpended  at  his  fide  in  ignominious 
punimment  j  the  punifhment  at  that  time  and 
place  more  particularly  calculated  to  reflect  the 

greater 
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greater  fhew  of  ignominy  on  himfelf.  Low  pro- 
bably in  his  original  rank  of  like,  rendered  lower 
by  his  crimes,  and  flirther  degraded  by  the  ig- 
nominious punimment  of  them,  the  penitential 
fnppliant  notwithftanding  add  re  fled  not  to  his 
Saviour  his  prayer  in  vain.  He,  who  had  fo  of- 
ten difplayed  his  knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
faw  in  that  of  the  dying  malefactor  unfeigned 
contrition,  and  abhorrence  of  his.  fins ;  faw  in 
his  renovated  mind  good  intentions,  that  from 
the  fountain  of  mercy  might  obtain  forgiyencfs  i 
and  afpirings  after  perfection,  that  might  entitle 
him  to  rewards.  He  raifed  him  from  defpon-^ 
dency,  he  fpoke  peace  •,  he  fpoke  more,  he 
{poke  exultation  and  joy  to  his  expiring  foul:  to 
day  flialt  then  be  with  me  in  Paradife. 

After  fuch  an  inftance  of  unexpected  deliver- 
ance from  fo  abject  a  ftate,  after  fuch  a  tranfition 
from  extreme  mifery  to  the  fummit  of  felicity  ; 
who  fhall  have  drank  fo  deep  of  r.he  cup  of  af- 
flidion,  as  to  ftiffer  himfelf  to  be  overborn,  and 
driven  by  it  to  $he  phrenfy  ofdefpair  ?  Who, 
after  Ib  fignal  an  inftance  of  forgivenefs,  (hall 
defpond,  if  his  repentance  be  fincere  ?  But  we 
muft  take  care  not  to  miftake  fufFcrings  for  me- 
rit, not  to  place  the  mere  affliction  of  mifery  tq» 
£he  account  of  defert,  and  a  title  to  remunera- 
tion, 
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tion.  Sufferings  may  lead  to  it,  when  they  a* 
waken  us  to  a  fenfe  of  duty  ;  or  when  by  a  pro* 
per  conduct  under  the  prefiiire  of  them  we  e- 
vince  refignation,  patience,  and  fortitude.  And> 
on  the  other  hand,  we  may  alfo  fuffer  here,  even 
to  the  end  of  life  ;  and  become  miferable  here- 
after. For  an  inftance  of  this,  look  to  the  other 
fide  of  our  crucified  Lord  and  Matter. 

There  behold  a  malefactor,  his  heart  feared 
in  wickednefs,  his  body  wrung  with  torture,  his 
foul  infenfible  of  remorfe,  and  touched  only  with 
concern  at  the  unfucceisful  iflue  of  his  crimes. 
The  lure  of  worldly  pleafure,  and  power,  and 
affluence,  the  attainment  of  which  was  the  mo- 
tive to  his  crimes,  ftill  held  the  uppermoft  place 
in  his  dark  and  groveling  mind.  Hear  him  at 
that  awful  hour  maligning  his  Redeemer,  and 
demanding  the  exercife  of  his  power  to  reftorc 
him  to  a  few  years  of  longer  riot  in  the  fenfual 
enjoyments  of  this  poor  perifhable  world.  "  If 
"  thou  beeft,  as  thou  profefTefl  thyfelf,  and  as 
4t  thy  followers  proclaim  thee,  the  fon  of  God, 
"  and  as  fuch  haft  heaven  and  earth  at  thy  cern- 
•{  mand  •>  fave  thyfelf  and  us :  now  difplay  thy 
"  divinky,  and  exert  thy  power  ;  liberate  thy- 
«c  felf  and  us  from  the  tortures  we  fuffer  j  give 
<f  us  to  dcfcend  from  the  crofs,  to  aftonifh  maiv- 

"  kind, 
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<f  kind,  to  receive  the  applaufes  of  the  worldy 
<c  and  enjoy  the  good  things  of  it,  that  after  fuch 
<f  an  inftance  of  godlike  pov/er  will'then  be  pro- 
<c  fufely  offered  us.  Give  me  this  world's  good 
"  and  difpofe  of  the  next  to  thofe  who  wifh  it." 
To  this  reproachful  language,  he,  who  was  all 
benignity,  replies  in  no  angry  retort :  no  expref- 
jfton  of  refentment  paffes  his  lips  :  no  fevere  re- 
flection, calculated  to  aggravate  the  unhappy 
wretch's  fufferings,  is  returned.  He  faw  pro- 
fligacy of  mind,  that  could  not  be  reclaimed  j 
and  with  filent  pity  alike  regarded  his  fituation, 
and  reviles. 

III.  Thirdly,  let  us  hear  on  this  occafion  the 
reflection  of  the  temporifing  cafuift,  of  him  who 
with  a  happy  dexterity  would  wifh  to  unite  the 
enjoyment  of  both  worlds ;  to  furfeit  in  the  full 
range  of  pleafure,  which  this  world  holds  out; 
and  to  fecure  that  ftate  of  unchangeable  happi- 
nefc,  which  revelation,  reaforr,  and  confcience, 
on  certain  conditions,  affure  to  him  in  the  next. 
Suppofe,  fays  he,  this  declaration  of  our  Lord 
to  the  repentant  malefactor,  to  day  /halt  thou  be 
with  me  in  Paradife,  had  the  effect  reprefented  ; 
admitted,  that  he  overlooked  the  plcafuies  and 
enjoyments  of  the  v/orld,  his  thoughts  fixed  on, 
and  his  ibu!  full  of  that  other  world  which  is  to 

come; 
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come  ;  he  was  at  the  extremity  of  life,  on  the 
very  verge  of  that  world  to  which  his  petitions 
tended  *.  but  the  promife  can  not  be  fuppofed  to 
have  the  fame  effect  on  us,  who  by  means  of 
youth,  health,  and  ftrength  may  reafonably  look 
forwards  to  many  a  year's  enjoyment  of  this 
world  ;  and  therefore  why  throw  a  finde  over 
the  bright  funfhine  of  life,  by  holding  ever  be- 
fore otir  eyes  the  dark  portal,  we  m;  y  not  till 
perhaps  at  fotne  very  diilanc  period  be  called  o> 
pafs  ? 

This  cbfervation,  which  is  a  very  cemmon 
one,  involves  two  m' Hakes,  that  I  would  wifh 
to  fet  right.  Firft,  the  fummons  is  not  fo  far 
diftant,  as  we  may  be  apt  to  fuppofe  it.  And 
fecondly,  it  is  not  of  that  gloomy  nature,  which 
fhould  deter  us  from  contemplating  it. 

i .  And  firft,  our  age,  as  contemplated  by  that 
ferious  obferver  of  human  nature,  the  royal 
Pfalmift,  in  refpect  to  the  brevity  of  it,  is  faid 
to  be  but  afpnn  long.  And  of  that  fpan  thofe, 
who  have  already  pafled  a  part  of  it,  can  of  the 
extent  of  the  remainder  form  no  very  favourable 
idea.  Prefuming  on  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years 
before  hand,  the  diftance  it  is  allowed  feems 
great ;  but  the  appearance  is  fallacious.  There 
15  but  one  proper  way  of  forming  the  eltimate 

of  k : 
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of  it :  and  that  all  muft  allow  to  be  a  fair  orieV 
it  is  by  comparing  a  given  period,  often  years* 
for  inftance,  before  us,  with  the  fame  diftance 
of  time  paft.  On  fuch  companion,  we  may  be 
furprifed  at  it's  apparent  mortnefs  :  but  it  is 
better  to  be  fo  furprifed,  than  deceived  by  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  too  great  length  of  ic. 

And  if  in  contemplating  the  fhortnefs  of  life* 
we  alfb  take  into  our  account  the  uncertainty  of 
it  j  the  prormfe  of  our  Lord  to  the  malefactor 
will  as  a  general  monition  the  more  fenfibly  im- 
prefs  us<  T0  day  /halt  thou  be  with  me  in  Para- 
dije.  And  what  fecurity  h?ve  any  of  us  againft 
the  literal  completion  of  this  declaration  ?  Will 
youth  prevent  the  fumrnons ;  or  will  ftrength 
elude  it  ?  If  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  nor 
any  other  armour,  which  art,  or  nature's  felf  can 
forge,  will  fecurely  Ihield  us  againft  it  *  the  only 
expedient  that  remains  to  us,  is  to  be  ever  on 
our  guard  againft  it,  ever  prepared  to  meet  it 
with  becoming  fortitude.  And  to  this  purpoic 
nothing  will  fo  much,  as  frequent  comtempla- 
lion,  conduce.  For  it  is  a  rule,  that  runs  through- 
nature  ;  the  more  we  contemplate  an  object,  the 
lefs  forcibly  it  continues  to  affect  us. 

2.  But  fecondly,  another  and  no  lefs  common' 
error  is  the  opinion,  that  the  contemplation  of 

deatht 
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death  calls  a  fhade  upon  the  bright  fide  of  life. 
No,  not  on  the  brightcft.  Take,  for  truth,  the 
word  of  truth  itfelfj  ani  what  doth  it  anounce  ? 
That  when  the  good  go  from  hence,  they  re- 
move to  Paradife  j  they  go  to  the  intermediate 
ftate  of  good  fpir  its  mads  p erf  eft  ;  even  to  the 
ftate;  in  which  they  would  have  been,  had  man 
never  offended,  and  death  never  intervened. 
And  is  there  any  thing  terrible  in  this  profpect 
to  a  mind  accuftomed  to  look  upon  it  ?  We  go 
to  the  place,  where  our  good  and  virtuous  friends 
are  gone  before  j  and  whither  thofe,  we  leave 
behind,  will  follow  us.  We  go  immediately  thi- 
ther; no  purgatory  to  pafs  through,  no  long 
fleep  to  bind  the  fluggard  foul.  I'o  day  jlialt  thou. 
be  with  me  in  P'aradife.  "  As  foon  as  ever  you 
"  quit  this  ftate  of  miferable  cxiftence,  depend 
"  on  rny  word,  and  this  afiurance  of  my  promife, 
•c  you  ihall  enter  the  aflembly  of  the  happy,  juft 
"  and  good  ;  and  there  fee  me  your  Prince  and 
cc  Saviour."  The  promife  may  be  conceived  a 
general  one ;  and  as  extending  to  all  good  per- 
fons.  And  is  there  any  thing  formidable  in  the 
thought  of  realifing  that  promife,  and  appropri- 
ating it  to  ourfelves  ?  Does  it  caft  a  fhade  over 
the  bright  fcenes  of  this  life  ?  Does  it  not  rather 
increafe  the  bri^htnefs  of  them  ;  by  r>romiling 
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an  increafe  of  fplendour,  and  the  continuance  of 
it?  Without  permanency,  the  pureft  pleafure 
has  a  fevere  alloy  even  in  the  bare  apprehenficn 
of  lofing  it  j  by  being  called  away,  we  know  not 
how  foon,  and  deftined  to  we  know  not  where. 
But  upon  this  promife  of  our  Lord,  as  a  ground 
of  ftable  and  fure  repofe,  looking  not  only  with- 
out terror,  but  with  joy  and  exultation,  to  that 
hour  which  fhall  terminate  our  labours,  and  fum- 
mon  us  to  our  home,  to  a  re-union  with  our 
friends,  and  family  in  Paradife  j  Fear  yields  its 
place  to  hope,  and  death  is  /wallowed  up  in  'vic- 
tory. 
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IF  an  apology  bt  nece/ary,  for  the  intrujion  of  this 
plain  Dijcour/e  upon  the  Public,  the  Author  mujl  plead 
not  only  the  importance  of  the  Subject,  but  the  particular 
efteem  in  which  many  held  the  Per  Jon,  whofe  dying  ex- 
perience it  defcribes]  and  the  wifhes  of  her  Friends,  ejpe- 
cially  of  a  tender  Mother,  to  ha-ve  this  imperfeff  de- 
Jcription  for  their  perufal.  It  is  but  part  of  what  was 
delivered  from  the  text ;  but  as  the  remainder  did  not 
relate  to  the  deceafedy  it  has  been  withheld. 


TO    AN 

AFFECTIONATE  PARENT. 

TH  E  various  and  extenfive  obligations 
which  your  unremitting  tendernefs 
has  impofed  upon  me,  might  juflify  this 
Dedication,  did  not  the  Subject  moft  nearly 
intereft  you,  and  its  publication  arife  chiefly. 
from  your  defire.  Since  this  was  preached, 
divine  Providence  has  made  further  breach- 
es in  our  family ;  and  while  the  remem- 
brance of  our  repeated  lories  produces  pain, 
the  particular  removal  of  an  affectionate  Fa- 
ther concentrates  the  filial  affeclion  of  a  nu- 
merous Offspring  in  yourfelf.  You  are  now 
the  peculiar  objed  of  our  regard:  and  with 
gratitude  to  GOD,  we  may  acknowledge  the 
exertion  of  your  unwearied  endeavours  not 
only  to  advance  our  temporal,  but  eternal 
happinefs.  May  we  follow  your  advice,  and 

imitate 
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imitate  your  converfation:  and  if  you  fur- 
vive  us,  may  you  fee  the  fruit  of  your 
prayers  and  innrudion,  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
to  what  is  difplayed  in  the  departure  of  the 
Subjecl  of  this  Sermon — while,  if  we  prove 
furvivors,  may  we  difcover  the  excellency 
of  your  faith,  and  the  efficacy  of  your  hope, 
in  the  peace  and  joy  of  your  latter  end. 
With  fervent  defires  for  your  encreafing 
enjoyment  of  GOD  as  your  portion  and  great 
reward, 

I  am, 

your  dutiful  and  affeclionate  Son, 

'The  AUTHOR. 


A  SERMON. 


SI?    TQ> 
H,  ix 


Numbers  xxiii.   lo. 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous. 

DI D  Death,  while  it  diflblves  our  earthly  houfc 
of  the  tabernacle,  put  a  period  to  our  exif- 
tence,  the  departure  of  the  Chriftian  and  Infidel 
might  produce  fimilar  affection ;  and  abftracled 
from  felfifh  feelings,  we  might,  when  we  commit 
them  to  the  filent  grave,  ih'fle  every  painful  emo- 
tion by  the  thought,  that  "  we  fhall  go  to  them,  but 
they  (hall  not  return  to  us.  "  Our  views,  however, 
of  mankind  are  not  confined  within  the  fcanty  limits 
of  the  enclofing  tomb:  they  extend  far  beyond,  and 
defcribe  our  fellow-creatures,  partakers  of  eternal 
happinefs,  or  eternal  mifery.  This  defcription  it  is, 
which  makes  death  fo  affecting ;  and  which  excited 
in  Balaam  the  pathetic  wifh  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  let  my  latter  end,  or  after-flate,  be  like 
his.  He  forefaw  the  perfect  and  unceafing  felicity 

and 
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and  glory,  which  awaited  the  highly  favoured  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael ;  and  though  his  love  for  the  wages 
of  iniquity  would  have  prompted  him  to  comply 
with  Balak's  defire,  and  curfe  Ifrael ;  yet  the  pow- 
erful conviction  of  their  bleflednefs,  herea  nd  here- 
after, forced  from  him  altogether  different  expref- 
fions.  Their  devotednefs  to  the  true  God  might  be 
unpleafant  to  his  depraved  heart ;  but  the  happy 
confequence  of  their  intereft  in  God,  and  their  obe- 
dience to  his  commands,  obliged  him  to  wifh  for  a 
participation  of  their  future  ftate,  though  his  love 
of  fin  made  the  way  to  it  unpleafant.  Balaam  is 
not  a  fingular  character  —  his  likenefs  is  almoft 

every  where  difcovered — and  may  perhaps  be  found 
among  us. 

Few  there  are,  whatever  may  be  their  opinion  of 
Religion,  while  furrounded  with  profperity,  and 
capable  of  enjoying  it,  who  will  not,  when  they 
come  to  die,  acknowledge  its  importance.  While 
eternal  objects  are  removed  out  of  fight,  they  may 
take  their  eafe  in  the  world,  and  indulge  the  evil 
propenfities  of  corrupt  nature  ;  but  when  death  en- 
gages their  ferious  thoughts,  ihey  will  in  general 
confefs  an  unfimefs  for  this  awful  event,  and  can 
only  reconcile  themfelves  to  their  prefent  ftate  by 
refolutions  of  future  reform,  of  becoming  religious 
at  fome  other  time.  Thus  the  generality  difplay  a 
fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  Religion,  though  they  con- 
tinue uninfluenced  by  its  prefent  power. 

As 
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As  the  thoughts   of  mortality  ufually  produce 
fome  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  preparation  for  death, 
and  afford  us  different  views  of  chriftianity,    from 
what  are  generally  felt  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and 
profperity ;  fo  do  our  opinions  of  the  real  Chriftian, 
engaged  in  a  courfe  of  fincere  obedience,  frequent- 
ly vary,  when  he  is  beheld  launching  into  eternity. 
In  his  life  he  might  be  the  object  of  infult  and  con- 
tempt— held  in  derifion,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach 
— his  conduct  deemed  the  effecl  of  enthufiafm,  or 
madnefs — yet  in  his  death,  he  will  claim  our  reve- 
rence, and  compel  us  to  adopt  the  language  of  Ba- 
laam "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous"   There 
is  often  fuch  force  in  the  dying  experience  of  a 
Chriftian,  which  it  feems  impofTible  to  refill.    It  fo 
clearly  demonftrates  the  reality  of  religion,  fo  pow- 
erfully fhows  the  fuperiority  of  the  Chriftian's  hope, 
and  fo  irrefiftibly  evinces  the  fufficient  and  abundant 
confolation,    which  is  in  Chrift;  that  for  a  little 
time  at  leaft,  we  feel  defirous  to  caft  in  our  lot,  and 
go  with  the  Believer  in  JESUS. 

My  Brethren,  I  feel  my  fubjecl.  Experience 
has  lately  informed  me  that  the  death  of  the  righ- 
teous is  peace  ;  and  that  though  the  Believer  maty- 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  yet 
is  there  fufficient  caufe,  to  difmifs  diftreffing  fears, 
and  rejoice  in  the  guidance,  fupport,  and  comfort, 
of  our  gracious  Lord.  Will  you  permit  me  public- 
ly to  indulge  the  feelings  of  a  Relative— will  you 

pardon 
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pardon  the  influence  of  affection  —  and  fuffer  me, 
while  I  difcufs  my  text,  to  introduce  the  character 
of  a  departed  Sifter?  Let  not  your  want  of  acquain- 
tance with  her,  occafion  the  charge  of  impertinence 
— the  ftedfaftnefs  of  her  faith,  the  folidiiy  of  her 
hope,  her  exemplary  patience  in  extreme  affliction, 
Jier  ferenity  and  joy  in  the  profpect  of  eternity,  her 
defire  of  diflolution,  that  {he  might  be  with  Chrifr, 
and  yet  the  youthfulnefs  pf  her  years,  'will  juflify  my 
prefent  defign,  and  elpccially  as  I  am  influenced  by 
a  regard  to  your  fpiritual  advantage*  and  an  hope, 
that,  through  tiie  influence  of  the  divine  Spirit,  you 
may  be  constrained  to  imitate  her  example,  and  leek 
that  JESUS,  whom  fhe  proved  to  be  the  refurrection 
and  the  life. 

In  reference  to  her  cleceafe,  let  us  then  contemp- 
late the  death  of  the  righteous.  The  term  by  which 
their  character  is  exprefled,  clearly  indicates  a  dif- 
tiHction  between  them,  and  the  world  at  large. 
They  are  ftiled  righteous :  not  that  they  can  claim 
any  exemption  from  the  univerfal  depravity  of  hu- 
man nature  —  Like  others  they  were  born  in  fin, 
and  were  unclean  from  the  womb.  Do  you  afk, 
how  then  they  came  to  differ?  My  brethren,  to 
the  honour  and  praife  of  our  gracious  God  be  it 
fpoken,  that  to  his  efficacious  grace  alone,  the  dif- 
ference muft  be  afcribed ;  and  it  is  with  gratitude 
and  delight  they  confefs,  that  by  rich,  free,  and 
fbvereigri  grace,  they  are  what  .they  are.  By  this, 

they 


they  were  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  By  this,  they  were 
effectually  taught  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  every 
worldly  luft,  and  renewed  in  the  temper  of  their 
minds,  were  enabled  to  walk  in  obedience  to  divine 
will,  with  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity.  This  in- 
fluenced them  to  give  up  their  hearts  to  God,  and 
to  cleave  to  the  Lord  JESUS  with  full  purpofe.  Do 
not  however  imagine,  that  we  are  defcribing  fpot- 
lefs  characters.  We  know  of  none  fuch  on  earth. 
Though  righteous,  their  obedience  is  flained  by  re- 
maining corruptions.  Though  God  pofferTes  their 
fupreme  affections,  and  their  earned:  delire  is  to  glo- 
rify him  by  purity  of  heart,  and  holinefs  of  life,  yet 
daily  experience  makes  them  fenfible  of  numerous 
defects.  This  conviction,  while  it  produces  godly 
forrow  and  felf-abafement,  renders  that  blood, 
which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin,  more  precious,  and 
that  righteoumefs,  which  juftifies  from  all  imper- 
fections, more  ineftimable.  They  love  righteoufnefs 
—  they  delight  to  run  the  way  of  God's  commands 
• —  and  they  long  for  a  full  conformity  to  the  holy 
image  of  God. 

Such  was  the  Relation,  I  have  loft  —  Called  by 
grace  in  early  years,  at  a  time  when  our  youth  are 
generally  ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  religion, 
or  confider  it  wholly  unnecerTary  for  them,  and 
think  of  little  befides  the  follies  and  vanities  of  life, 
(he  was  enquiring  the  way  to  Zion  with  her  face 
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thitherward,  Peeking  for  a  faving  knowledge  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  longing  to  be  changed  into  His 
image,  from  glory  to  glory.  1'bcfe  (he  confidered 
more  valuable,  than  earthly  poffeffions  and  enjoy- 
ments; and  made  the  grand  objects  of  her  attention 
and  purfuit.  While  the  multitude  were  careful  and 
cumbered  about  the  pleafures  of  time  and  fenfe ;  flie, 
convinced  that  one  thing  was  moft  needful,  chofe  the 
good  part,  and  applied  her  mind  to  her  eternal  inte- 
refts.  Though  perfuaded,  that  Salvation  was  en- 
tirely through  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  yet  infor- 
med of  God's  will,  and  arTured,  that  it  is  by  his  ap- 
pointed means,  He  works  all  his  works  in  us,  and 
produces  in  the  Soul  righteoiifnefs,  joy,  and  peace; 
fhe  diligently  ufed  the  means  of  grace,  and  delighted 
to  be  engaged,  where  God  had  promifed  his  more 
immediate  prefence.  To  her  Soul,  the  word  of 
God  was  precious — communion  with  God  delight- 
ful"— the  lioufe  of  God  amiable — the  doctrines  of 
the  Gofpel  as  marrow  and  fatnefs — and  the  Mef- 
fengers  of  peace  truly  acceptable.  All  places  were 
infipid  to  her,  except  fhe  enjoyed  her  Saviour  there  ; 
and  that  company  afforded  little  pleafure,  whofe 
convcrfation  did  not  direct  her  thoughts  to  her  God. 
The  Sabbath  ihe  efteemed  a  delight,  the  holy  day  of 
the  LORD  honourable,  and  rejoiced  to  tread  the  courts 
of  the  living  God.  In  her  worldly  engagements, 
(in  which  fhe  was  a  pattern  of  induftry,)  the  bible 
was  her  general  companion.  It  frequently  lay  be- 
fore her,  and  communicated,  by  its  facred  contents, 
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that  comfort,  which  is  unknown  to  the  world.  She 
was  fond  of  folitude ;  and  there  is  good  reafon  to 
believe,  that  fhe  was  "  never  lefs  alone,  than  often 
when  alone."  Of  her  time  Ihe  was  particularly  fav- 
ing,  not  only  for  the  difcharge  of  worldly  bufmefs, 
but  for  the  concerns  of  eternity :  and  that  day  was 
felt  and  lamented  as  loft,  whether  fpent  in  public, 
or  private,  in  which  her  God  was  not  more  known, 
or  enjoyed.  In  her  general  deportment,  humility, 
meeknefs,  and  piety  were  ftrikingly  vifible :  and  if 
through  the  imperfections  of  humanity,  or  the  re- 
maining corruption  of  her  nature,  her  temper  was 
at  any  time  inconfiftent  with  thefe  graces,  (he  be- 
wailed her  in-dwelling  depravity,  and  more  impor- 
tunately entreated  the  perfection  of  divine  ftrength 
in  her  weaknefs.  In  faort,  her  general,  her  pre- 
vailing temper  indicated,  that  the  Spirit  of  CHRIST 
refted  upon  her;  and  that  from  Him,  on  whom  all 
her  hopes  were  raifed,  Ihe  derived  power  to  conform 
her  life  to  His  mind  and  will.  She  walked  with 
God,  and  not  after  the  courfe  of  this  vain  World, 
and  in  her  twenty-firft  year  was  removed  to  his  im- 
mediate prefence  in  glory.  Her  fight  was  foon 
fought — her  courfe  quickly  finilhed — and  her  faith 
early  perfected  —  after  a  few  years  living  the  life  of 
the  righteous,  (he  died  their  death. 

But  what  are  the   diftinguifhing  particulars  in 
the  death  of  the  righteous? 

i.  They 
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1 .  They  die  in  full  dependance  upon  the  atoning 
blood,  the  juftifying  righteoufnefs,  and  fanclifying 
grace  of  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST;  in  whom  whojorcer 
bdicvcth,  fhall  live,  though  he  die,  and  whojoever  liveth 
and  bclierceth  in  him,  foall  not  die  eternally.  Senfible 
that  in  themfelves  dwelleth  nothing,  but  corruption 
and  weaknefs,  they  look  to  Him  alone,  whofe  obe- 
dience unto  death  magnified  the  Law,  appeafed  the 
demands  of  Juflice,  and  procured  a  complete  and 
everlafting  justification  from  all  tranfgreffions — and 
perfuaded  of  the  fufnciency  of  His  Salvation,  they 
venture  their  precious  Souls  upon  his  free  grace  and 
dying  love.  Did  not  the  eye  of  faith  behold  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrift's  redemption,  all  would  be  dark- 
nefs  and  uncertainty,  if  not  defpair ;  but  viewing 
the  glorious  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  and  walking  in 
the  light  of  his  Gofpel,  their  darknefs  vaniihes,  and 
their  doubts  difappear.  They  behold  God  with 
pleafure  and  delight,  as  their  reconciled  Father,  and 
rejoice  in  hope,  that  when  abfent  from  the  body,  they 
flail  be  prejsnt  with  the  Lord.  Jefus  Chrifl  is  the 
medium  of  their  accefs  to  God;  die  caufe  of  their 
acceptance  with  God;  and  the  foundation  of  their 
faith  and  hope  to  the  end  of  life.  In  no  other  Ob- 
ject can  they  perceive  the  requifites  neceffary  for 
their  comfort  and  fupport;  but  in  Him  they  difco- 
ver  an  all-fufficiency,  which  can  never  fail  to  afford 
them,  what  may  be  needful  for  their  various  wants, 
and  what  may  adminifter  abundant  confolation  in 
all  their  trials  and  diftrefies. 

This 
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This  was  the  experience  of  my  departed  Relative. 
Her  faith  was  fixed  upon  Jefus  Chrift — He  was  the 
chief,  the  moft  precious  to  her  Soul — all  her  expec- 
tations were  from  his  merits — and  her  mind  was 
flayed  by  a  knowledge  of  the  greatnefs  and  extent 
of  his  falvation.  She  knew,  that  in  Chrift  was  re- 
demption, even  the  forgivenefs  of  fens — that  all  who  be- 
lieve in  him,  are  juftijied  from  all  things — and,  that 
his  grace  was  fujkietft  for  her  in  every  fituation. 
Hence,  when  fpeaking  of  her  departure,  (he  told 
me,  that  fhe  "  wasvnot  only  not  afraid  to  die,  but 
"  wiflied  to  depart,  being  allured  that  Chrift  would 
"  perfect  his  work  in  her,  and  completely  fit  her 
44  for  himfelf. "  This  perfuafion  influenced  her  to 
wait  in  humble  confidence  of  her  full  faJvation. 
She  knew  in  whom  ihe  believed;  how  compleat  his 
falvation  was,  and  how  free  and  efficacious  his  grace 
— and  while  daily  experience  proved  the  abundance 
of  his  love,  her  caufe  for  greater  confidence  in  him 
encreafed.  She  entertained  no  idea  of  human  me- 
rit, and  could  fee  no  caufe  for  hope  and  joy  to  finful 
creatures,  except  what  was  afforded  by  the  obe- 
dience of  Chrift.  Through  faith  in  his  promifed 
grace,  (he  patiently  endured  a  fevere  and  excruci- 
ating diforrler;  and  when  her  exceflive  pains  ren- 
dered her  incapable  of  lying  ftill,  and  required  the 
conftant  attention  of  furrounding  friends,  fhc  often 
ufei  to  grieve,  leaft  they  ftiould  think  her  impatient; 
and  exprefs  her  admiration  at  the  fupport  received 
from  her  God ;  and  rejoice  that  in  the  midft  of  her 
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trials,  the  rod,  as  well  as  ftaff,  was  her  fupport :  when 
I  was  with  her,  her  patience  was  remarkable,  and 
though  afterward  her  diforder  encreafed,  and  her 
pains  became  more  excruciating,  all  who  faw  her, 
beheld  her  as  a  pattern  of  refignation.  Her  exprefs 
defire  was,  that  God's  will  might  be  done;  and  her 
behaviour  teflified,  that  her  defire  was  fincere.  But 
what  is  not  the  Believer  in  Jefus  able  to  do  through 
Chrift  ftrengthening  him?  Behold  the  Martyrs, 
who  rejoiced  in  trials,  the  very  defcription  of  which 
{hocks  our  feelings;  and  triumphed  amidft  torments 
and  flames.  Surely,  my  Brethren,  there  muft  be 
a  reality  in  that,  which  can  occafion  our  confolations 
to  abound  much  more  in  the  encreafing  abundance 
of  afflictions.  This  muft  prove,  that  Chrift  is  wor- 
thy our  confidence ;  and  that  every  Believer  in  him 
will  be  juftified  from  the  charge  of  folly  or  enthufi- 
afm.  Through  faith  in  Chrift  to  endure  afflictions 
willingly  and  cheerfully,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  prof- 
peel  of  diffolution,  argue,  that  Chrift  is,  what  the 
Chriftian  confiders  him,  an  all-fufficient  Saviour. 

2.  The  righteous  die  in  the  experience  of  divine 
love.  Reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son, 
they  become  objects,  in  whom  he  may  delight  con- 
fiftently  with  his  juftice  and  purity.  His  love  to 
them  was  difplayed  in  the  gift  of  Chrift  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  by  whom  they  are  made  children 
of  God,  and  fealed  as  his  property  and  portion. 
Through  the  Spirit's  influence,  a  fenfe  of  his  love  is 
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Ihed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  they  are  made  fenfible 
of  his  favour,  and  enabled  to  rejoice  in  him  as  a 
God  of  love.  The  mode  adopted  for  the  commu- 
nication of  this  knowledge  may  differ,  but  the 
knowledge  itfelf  is  proved  to  be  real,  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  production  of  love, 
joy,  and  peace  in  the  foul.  We  confefs  our  inabil- 
ity to  defcribe  the  various  methods,  by  which  God 
manifefts  himfelf  to  the  foul,  or  to  fay  how  far  he 
may  difcover  his  grace  to  the  dying  Believer,  and 
imprefs  his  departing  fpirit  with  convictions  of  di- 
vine love — we  are  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  which 
embarrafs  the  fubject  —  we  are  aquainted  with  hu- 
man prejudices,  and  think  we  hear  already  fome 
exclaiming  enthufiafm :  but  furely,  Sirs,  it  is  pof- 
fible — it  is  probable — yea  it  is  more,  it  is  certain,  if 
St.  Paul's  experience,  and  the  experience  of  many 
others,  determine  any  thing  in  this  cafe  —  that 
views  of  the  divine  favour  more  clear,  more  encou-* 
raging,  more  engaging,  yea  even  tranfporting,  are 
often,  if  not  always,  known,  when  the  Chriftian 
draws  near  the  end  of  his  race. 

The  perfon,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  before,  bore 
teftimony  to  this  truth.  Such  were  her  views  of  di- 
vine love,  and  the  happinefs  of  being  with  Chrifl,  that 
this  life  had  not  only  loft  its  charms,  but  the  idea 
of  continuing  in  the  body  was  painful.  She  defired 
a  friend  to  inform  me,  "  that  the  Lord  had  dealt 
"  very  tenderly  with  her  foul,  that  the  enemy  had 
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*'  not  been  fuffered  to  tempt  her,  to  diftruft  th« 
"  mercy  of  God,  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  but  that  (he  had 
"  been  able  to  caft  herfelf,  foul  and  body,  upon  the 
*'  Lord,  and  was  waiting  in  humble  confidence  of  her 
"  full  falvation."  In  this  ftate  of  mind  (he  rejoiced 
in  lively  hope,  ( to  ufe  the  words  (he  quoted  for 
the  purpofe  of  exprefiing  herfelf,) 

"  That  when  her  change  fhould  come, 
"  Angels  lho"ld  hover  round  her  head, 
"  And  waft  her  fpirit  home."  — 

This  continued  to  be  her  experience  till  her  depar- 
ture, when  repeatedly  exclaiming  "  full  of  joy"  fhe 
fweetly  fell  afleep  in  Jefus.  Here,  my  Brethren, 
may  not  the  text  be  introduced  for  the  expreflion  of 
our  feelings ;  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous. 
What,  but  the  love  of  God,  known  and  enjoyed, 
could  produce  fuch  a  defire  after  heaven — fuch  a 
longing  to  depart — fuch  a  joy  in  difiblution! 

3.  The  righteous  die  with  a  good  confcience — 2 
confcience  purified  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
and  fanclified  by  the  Spirit  of  grace.  Confcious  in- 
deed they  are  of  much  corruption  cleaving  to  them, 
but  through  their  application  to  the  blood  of  fprink- 
ling,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  they  can 
appeal  to  Omnifcience  for  the  fincerity  of  their  love 
to  God  and  Man,  and  the  reality  of  their  hatred  of 
all  unrighteoufnefs  and  ungodlinefs.  They  harbour 
no  accurfed  thing  in  their  breaft,  but  truly  defire 
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to  facrifice,  whatever  is  not  agreeable  to  divine  will. 
They  are  void  of  wilful  or  unrepented  offence  to- 
wards God  and  Man.  In  this  ftate,  free  from  guil- 
ty doubts  and  fears,  and  fatisfied  of  the  Spirit's  wit- 
nefs  in  their  Souls,  they  confider  themfelves  fealed 
.unto  the  day  of  redemption.  The  Deceafed  was 
happy  in  this  refpect.  She  was  fenfible  of  her  utter 
unworthinefs ;  but  (he  was  fenfible  alfo,  that 
through  grace,  her  chief  defire  and  endeavour  was 
to  be  completely  conformed  to  the  image,  and  ex- 
ample of  her  Redeemer. 

4.  The  righteous  die  capacitated  to  enjoy  the 
happinefs  of  Heaven.  Their  underftandings,  wills, 
and  affections  are  renewed,  fo  that  they  compre- 
hend, chcofe,  and  delight  in  the  things  of  God. 

It  is  certainly  neceffary,  that  we  be  prepared  for 
heaven,  before  we  enter  it ;  otherwife  the  place  can 
afford  us  no  fatisfaclion.  Our  difpofitions  muft  agree 
with  our  fituation,  or  it  will  be  painful,  inftead  of 
plcafant.  This  is  peculiarly  the  cafe  in  refpect  of 
heaven,  where  all  the  enjoyments  are  pure  and  fpi- 
ritual ;  and  require,  that  every  one,  who  would  par- 
take of  them,  fhould  be  born  of  the  Spirit.  Unlefs 
we  are  thus  begotten  again,  heaven  would  be  as 
unfit  to  conftitute  us  happy,  as  even  hell.  Heaven 
muft  be  enjoyed  in  this  world,  before  we  can  be 
made  meet  for  it  in  the  next.  This  the  righteous 
know.  God  is  the  grand  object  of  their  affection — 
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His  law  is  their  delight — His  favour  preferred  to 
Jife — and  the  light  of  His  reconciled  countena  nee 
accounted  fuperior  to  every  earthly  pleafure.  Per- 
mit them  to  enjoy  their  God,  and  they  can  be  hap- 
py in  the  greateft  afflictions,  and  in  the  abfence  of 
every  worldly  enjoyment.  Perfuaded  that  He  is  a 
fufficient  portion,  alone  equal  to  the  capacious  de- 
fires  of  our  immortal  Souls,  they  prefer  Him  to  all 
the  things  of  time  and  fenfe.  Let  their  intereft  in 
God  be  clear,  and  they  are  contented.  If  God  be 
not  with  them,  the  palace  becomes  a  dungeon,  pre- 
fent  comforts  are  infipid,  and  worldly  profperity 
leaves  them  miferable ;  but  if  He  vouchfafe  to  blefs 
their  Souls  with  his  prefence,  they  can  fmile  in  an- 
guifh,  and  rejoice  not  only  in  bodily  fufferings,  but 
in  the  pangs  of  diffolution. 

The  views  of  my  departed  Friend  were  of  this 
kind.  She  knew  the  excellency  of  God,  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  chofe  him  in  preference  to  the 
world,  and  delighted  in  him  as  her  portion.  The 
narrow  and  trying  path,  which  God  had  appointed 
for  his  people's  courfe,  was  efteemed  by  her  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  thofe  carnal  pleafures,  which  en- 
gage the  general  thoughts  of  mankind;  and  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  confidered  a  more  proper  fubjecl  for 
joy  and  glory,  than  all  the  poffefiions  of  this  world. 
"  There  is  nothing,"  Ihe  often  faid,  "  in  this  world 
"  worth  a  thought,  much  lefs  living  for."  Her  af- 
feclions  were  fixed  above,  on  objefts,  which  through 
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the  enlightening  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (he 
knew  to  be  infinitely  worthy  of  them,  and  capable 
of  making  her  perfectly  and  everlaftingly  happy  — > 
Before  fuch  glorious  objects,  the  world  fhrunk  into 
vanity,  and  appeared  in  its  proper  value  to  her  mind. 
Thus  affected  with  divine  things,  furely  fhe  poffefled 
a  capacity  for  heaven — on  earth  (he  could  find  no 
refting  place ;  and  while  here,  on  wings  of  faith  (he 
mounted  for  reft  to  him,  whom  having  not  feen  fhe 
loved,  and  in  whom  believing,  (he  rejoiced  with 
true  joy.  God  was  her  chief  happinefs  below,  and 
heaven  had  filled  her  foul,  while  on  earth. 

5.  The  righteous  die  to  enter  upon  a  ftate  of  per 
feet  holinefs  and  happinefs:  where,  free  from  fin 
and  forrow,  they  (hall  take  pofieflion  of  all  true,  and 
fatisfactory  good.  In  their  prefent  ftate,  after  all 
their  attainments  in  grace,  they  ftill  find  the  flefh 
lufting  againft  the  fpirit,  and  feel  occafion  to  main-t 
tain  a  conftant  conflict,  with  corrupt  nature.  They 
loath  and  abhor  fin,  and  hunger  and  thirft  after  ho- 
linefs, but  in  their  oppofition  to  the  former,  and 
their  purfuit  of  the  latter,  a  trying  warfare  between 
the  flefh  and  fpirit  exifts,  and  too  often  the  fle(h  pre- 
vails to  their  grief.  Continually  are  they  afTaulted 
by  their  fpiritual  enemies;  and  thefe  incefiant  at- 
tacks, connected  with  the  various  and  innumerable 
other  trials,  difficulties,  and  infirmities,  with  which 
they  are  converfant  in  their  temporal  courfe,  juftify 
our  diftinguifhing  this  ftate,  as  a  vale  of  tears.  This 
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conflict  is  ended  by  death — the  caufes  for  difirefs 
are  removed — They  bid  farewell  to  every  pain, 
and  wipe  the  weeping  eye  for  ever — no  more  to  tafte 
the  bitter  cup  of  forrow,  or  feel  the  pang  of  affliclion. 
The  battle  is  finifhed  —  the  Crown  is  won  —  and 
now  they  go  to  reign  with  the  Captaia  of  their  Sal- 
vation; to  behold  him,  as  he  is,  in  all  his  beauty; 
and  to  participate  his  glory  with  full  conformity  to 
his  image.  They  fhall  awake  up  after  his  likenefs, 
and  be  eternally  fatisfied  with  his  inexhauftible  ful- 
nefs.  The.y  die  to  dwell  in  the  immediate  prefence 
of  their  Father,  and  their  God ;  and  enjoy  that  inhe- 
ritance incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  unfading,  pur- 
chafed  by  Chrift  for  them,  where  God himjclf-will  be 
ivitb  them,  and  be  their  God;  and  the  Lamb  which  is 
m  the  ynidjl  of  the  throne,  fl.all  feed  them,  and  lead 
them  to  living  fountains  of  water,  and  they  fhall  ever- 
more drink,  in  perfect  peace,  of  thofe  rivers  of  plea- 
Jure,  which  unceafingly  flow  at  God's  right  hand. 
But  impoflible  is  it  for  me  to  give  an  adequate  de- 
fcription  of  that  glorious  and  happy  ftate,  in  which 
God  will  place  his  people  after  death.  How 
fhould  I,  when  St.  John  faith,  //  doth  not  yet  appear 
ivhat  we  flail  be :  belides,  if  the  confolations  of  God 
communicated  in  this  life,  furpafs  comprehenfion 
and  defcription,  how  much  more  muft  they,  which 
in  the  fulleft  fenfe  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive. 

When 
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When  we  enter  upon  this  fubject  we  are  prefendy 
loft.  We  may  fay,  that  heaven  will  be  a  ftate  of 
perfect  happinefs  to  its  inhabitants — that  it  will  be 
like  reft  to  the  weary  traveller,  peace  to  the  troubled 
mind,  and  eafe  to  the  difordered  body — that  it 
will  be  like  honours  to  the  ambitious,  riches  to  the 
avaricious,  and  pleafures  to  the  voluptuous — that 
all  the  happinefs,  derived  from  objects  fuited  to  the 
tafte,  may  be  expected  from  heavenly  delights  in  an 
infinite  degree,  if  our  minds  be  divine — and  that 
nothing  will  be  wanting  there  to  complete  our  joy 
and  felicity.  God  will  be  feen  eye  to  eye,  and  his 
prefence  and  love  enjoyed  without  interruption. 
Chrift  will  be  viewed  in  his  glory,  and  no  doubt, 
concerning  his  nature  and  offices,  and  his  unchange- 
able love  to  his  redeemed,  difturb  the  mind.  The 
fong  of  the  Saints  will  know  no  paufe,  but  with 
ceafelefs  hallelujahs,  afcribe  praife  unto  him  who  loved 
them,  and  wafhed  them  from  their  fins  in  his  own 
blood.  Their  company  will  be  an  additional  fatis- 
faction:  not  only  will  God,.  Father,  Son,  and  Spi- 
rit, be  with  them ;  but  Angels,  and  the  Spirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfect,  whom  they  delighted  in  on 
earth,  will  be  their  afibciates.  But  how  faint  a  de- 
fcription  is  this  of  Heaven !  How  imperfect,  and 
perhaps,  how  void  of  any  thing  affecting  to  many 
of  you !  Your  fouls  can  derive  no  fatisfaction  from 
religion,  and  pleafures  pure  and  fpiritual,  excite 
pain,  inftead  of  delight.  The  fight  of  God,  you 
would  rather  be  without,  and  holy  company  you 

would 
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would  wifh  to  be  excufed  from.  Was  heaven  a 
Mahometan  Paradife,  numbers  would  ftrive  to  ob- 
tain it,  who  now,  was  it  not  for  their  fear  of  hell, 
would  difmifs  every  thought  about  it,  and  even  re- 
ject it  with  contempt,  when  offered.  But  how  de- 
iirable  muft  this  fituation  be  to  thofe,  n-ho  are  figh- 
ting the  good  fight  of  faith,  againft  the  world,  the 
flefti,  and  devil — who  experience  the  things  of 
time  and  fenfe  to  be  vanity  and  vexation,  and  know 
that  GOD  alone  can  make  them  truly  happy — and 
who  now  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  Chrift's  appearance, 
of  his  acknowledgment  of  them,  and  of  their  be- 
holding him,  as  he  is,  and  participating  his  glory. 

Thefe  Perfons  ardently  clefire  perfect  conformity 
to  their  God ;  and  are  perfuaded,  that  this  will  only 
take  place,  when  corruption  is  fwallvivcd  up  in  incor- 
ruptim.  They  defire  above  all  things  a  full,  a  con- 
ftant,  an  uninterrupted  view  of  God,  as  their  God ; 
and  they  know,  that  they  muft  die  to  enjoy  it.  They 
want  to  live,  where  fin  and  forrow  fhall  be  felt  no 
more  to  prevent  their  praifing  and  ferving  God ;  and 
this  they  are  allured  can  only  be  experienced  in  hea- 
ven. How  acceptable,  how  joyful,  how  glorious, 
mufl  then  this  change  be !  They  die  to  obtain  their 
tvifhes,  to  receive  the  chief  object  of  their  defires. 
Death  introduces  them  to  the  pcffeflion  of  full  and 
complete  felicity.  T'bcn  the  eye,  which  faw  them, 
fhall  fee  them  no  more  the  children  of  forrow :  and 
the  ear,  which  heard  their  bodily  and  fpiritual  com- 
plaints, will  hear  them  complaining  no  more. 


Were  we  then  permitted  to  converfe  with  them 
in  their  prefent  flate,  we  fhould  doubtlefs  be  affected 
with  peculiar  joy,  on  account,  efpecially,  of  thofe 
who  were  beloved  on  earth.  We  wilhed  them  hap- 
py ;  and  they  are  fo ;  perfectly  ib. 

May  I  not  be  juftified  in  contemplating  my  de- 
parted Relative  in  this  happy  flate;  poilefling  the 
fulnefs  of  joy  and  life  for  evermore.  Our  grief  is 
not  hope lefs.  !-'•  a J.  profeflion  evidenced  her 

to  be  a  Believer  in  Jesus ;  and  we  know  that  fuch 
fhall  be  with  him.  They  are  bkjjed,  for  -where 
Chiift  is,  they  flail  be  alfo.  Faith  then  beholds  her 
with  her  God,  beyond  the  reach  of  lin  and  forrow, 
reaping  the  fruit  of  her  Saviour's  merits  in  his  king- 
dom. Her  forrows  are  finiihed,  her  deiires  latisfied, 
and  her  foul  perfected  in  holinefs  and  happinefs. 
Shall  we  wilh  her  back  again  ?  What  fays  faith  ? 
Does  it  not  incline  us  to  ufe  the  Apoflle's  words? 
Let  us  go,  and  die  -with  her.  What  would  her  Spirit 
fay?  "  Weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yourfelvesi 
"  my  Soul  is  fatisfied,  my  expectations  fully  an- 
11  fwered,  my  glory  and  joy  uninterrupted.  You 
41  are  ftili  in  the  vale  of  mifery,  expofed  to  fin, 
"  abounding  in  forrow,  and  furrounded  with  dan- 
"  gers :  I  am  fafely  landed  on  Canaan's  happy 
u  ihore,  while  you  remain  on  the  other  fide  Jor- 
ic  dan,  and  have  the  river  of  trouble  and  death  to 
**  pals  through." 
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My  Friends,  we  muft  die — and  fhould  we  n<yw 
be  called  to  depart,  would  it  be  as  the  righteous  do, 
or  as  the  wicked  ?  The  manner  and  confequence  of 
their  death,  it  was  my  delign  to  fpeak  of,  but  as  our 
time  is  elapfed,  the  fubject  (hall  be  refumed,  by 
divine  permiflion,  on  fome  future  opportunity.  Till 
"then,  let  me  entreat  you,  whether  old  or  young,  to 
confider  the  character  defcribed,  and  examine,  if 
yours  anfvver  to  it  or  not  ?  Are  you  experimentally 
acquainted  with  the  power  of  that  grace,  which  evi- 
dently influenced  her  heart  ?  Are  you  affected  with 
fimilar  defires  after  Chrift  and  his  falvation  ?  Do 
you,  as  (lie  did,  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  ardently  long  for  heaven,  that  God  and 
his  image  might  be  fully  enjoyed  ? 

Young  Perfons,  you  have  no  good  excufe  for 
your  neglect  of  religion — God  is  as  neceffary  for 
the  happinefs  of  your  fouls,  as  He  was  for  the  de- 
parted— your  lives  may  be  required  fhortly  and  fud- 
denly,  and  if  you  die  not  interefted  by  faith  in  the 
fame  Saviour,  fhe  was,  you  periih  for  ever.  Much 
lefs  have  you,  who  are  advancing  in  years,  and  yet 
ignorant  of  the  falvation  of  Chrift,  any  good  reafon 
for  your  inattention  to  God  and  your  fouls.  Her 
conduct  reproves  your  folly,  and  condemns  your 
impiety — and  this  account  of  her,  if  not  improved, 
will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  you,  and  aggra- 
vate your  puniihment. 

THE    END. 


GOD's  FAVOUR  THE  BEST  SRCURIfT. 


SERMON, 


PREACHED  IN  THE  PARISH  CHURCH  OF 


On    SUNDAY,    AUGUST    16,    1795. 


By    WILLIAM   DAT,    M.  A. 


Having  this  feal,— The  Lord  knowcth  them  that  are  his. 

3  TIM.  ii.   ig. 


POINTED  AND  SOLD  BY  J.  AGO;     AND  DYDE  AND  SON; 
TEWKSBURY. 


i  HE    following  Difcourfe  is  prefented 
to  the  Public,  not  as  a  fpecimen  of  good 
compofition,  or  as  a  fubjecl  for  criticifm,  but 
as  a  detail  of  plain,  praclical,  and  important 
Truths,  which  concern  every  perfon ;  and 
efpecially  at  the  prefent  feafon,  while  the 
judgments  of  GOD  are  abroad  in  the  land. 
It  was  preached  to  a  plain  Congregation, 
to  which  Truth  is  of  more  value,  than  Stile, 
and  Simplicity  than  the  flowers  of  Rhetoric : 
and  if  read  with  meeknefs,  and  a  defire  of 
improvement,    will,     the    Writer    hopes, 
through  the  divine  bleffing,    prove  ufeful 
to  the  fpiritual    and  eternal    concerns   of 
mankind. 


S  E  R 

•txflgrEBlI»Cg 

Ezek.  ix.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

And  he  catted  to  the  man  clothed  'with  linen,  which 
had  the  writer's  ink-horn  by  his  fide ;  and  the  LORD  f aid 
unto  him,  Go  through  the  midft  of  the  city,  through  the 
midft  of  Jerufalem,  and  Jet  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads 
of  the  men  thatjigh,  and  that  cry  for  all  the  abominations 
that  be  done  in  the  midft  thereof.  And  to  the  others  he 
Jaid  in  mine  hearing,  Go  ye  after  him  through  the  city, 
and  J "mite :  let  not  your  eye  fpare,  neither  have  ye  pity. 
Slay  utterly  old  and  young,  both  maids,  and  little  child- 
ren, and  women ;  but  come  not  near  any  man  upon  whom 
is  the  mark ;  and  begin  at  my  Janttuary. 

NOTHING  tends  more  to  flrengthen  the 
bands  of  wickednefs,  or  encourage  the  impe- 
nitent finner  in  his  impious  courfes,  than  that  grofs- 
ly  falfe,  yet  too  generally  fecretly  indulged  opin- 
ion, that  GOD  either  does  not  behold  the  iniquity  of 
mankind,  or  elfe  is  too  merciful  to  puniih  it  accord- 
ing to  his  word.  Did  men  really  believe  the  om- 
nifcience,  the  truth,  and  the  juftice  of  GOD,  furely 
they  could  not  fo  eafily  and  pleafantly  live  in  direct: 
difobedience  to  his  commands.  The  conviction 
that  his  eye  was  upon  them,  and  that  his  vengeance 
muft  follow  their  evil  ways,  would  greatly  embitter 
their  finful  delights,  if  not  wholly  prevent  their 
purfuit  after  them. — To  ftifle  or  remove  this  con- 
viclion,  is  however  the  grand  endeavour  of  the  en- 
emy 
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emy  of  out  fouls,  and  of  our  own  deceitful  and  cor- 
rupt hearts ;  and  when  once  their  influence  prevails, 
and  our  minds  admit  that  infidel  fuggeftion,  God 
does  not  fee,  the  holy  one  of  Ifrael  does  not  regard,  the 
point  is  gained,  the  reins  of  our  lufts  and  paflions 
are  relaxed-  and  men,  while  they  purfue  the  paths 
of  difobedience,  can  roll  fin  as  a  fweet  morfel  under 
their  tongues. 

This  falfe  and  impious  notion  of  GOD,  will  in 
general  be  difcovered,  where  fin  is  indulged,  and  the 
authority  and  threatenings  of  GOD  are  defpifed.  It 
is  expreffly  charged  upon  the  Ifraelites  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  and  reprefented  as  the  principle 
which  fupported  them  in  their  wicked  abominations. 

To  demonftrate  the  falfhood,  and  counteract  the 
influence  of  this  deftruclive  opinion,  is  a  particular 
defign  of  revelation,  and  efpecially  of  the  prophecy 
whence  our  text  is  felecled —  Here  the  omnifcience 
and  juftice  of  GOD  are  clearly  difplayed — Here  it  is 
ftiown,  that  the  eyes  of  the  LORD  run  to  and  fro 
through  the  earth  —  that  they  obferve,  not  only  the 
conftant  actions,  but  fecret  thoughts  of  men — and 
that  he  takes  notice  of  them  for  this  important  and 
awful  purpofe,  to  manifeil:  his  righteoufnefs,  and 
execute  judgment  upon  the  ungodly.  Let  then  the 
firmer  remember  that  GOD  fees  him,  and  gives  him 
every  reafon  to  expect,  that  he  fhall  prove  it,  by 
reaping  the  fruits  of  his  tranfgreffion.  In  the  eighth 
and  ninth  chapters  before  us,  GOD  reveals  to  the 
Prophet  what  the  Ifraelites  fancied  to  be  concealed 
from  his  knowledge,  and  authorifes  Ezekiel  to  de- 
clare, that  their  abominations,  their  injuftice,  their 
impurity,  their  idolatry,  their  contempt  of  his  fa- 
cred  commands,  fhould  not  go  unpuniihed.  He 
aflerts,  (oh  that  we  may  properly  attend  to  it)  he 
afierts,  that  beeaufe  of  their  abominations,  /  will 

deal 
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deal  with  the'm  in  fury :  mine  eye  flail  not  /pare,  neither 
'will  I  have  pity,  and  though  they  cry  in  mine  ears  "with 
a  loud  voice,  yet  ivill  I  not  regard  them.  Know  then 
ye,  who  are  living  in  contempt  of  divine  patience 
and  mercy,  that  GOD  will  not  always  be  trifled  with; 
and  ferioufly  confider,  before  it  be  too  late,  how 
dreadful  it  is  to  fall  into  his  avenging  hands.  Aw- 
ful muft  it  be  when  mercy  bids  juftice  to  unfheath 
the  fword — when  the  arm  of  the  LORD  awakes  to 
execute  judgment  upon  ungodly  and  impenitent 
finners ;  for  though  compaflion  long  retard  the  blow, 
and  the  execution  of  wrath  be  his  ftrange  act,  yet 
will  the  LORD  be  juft  and  true,  and  caufe  the  un- 
godly to  know,  that  his  threatenings  are  not  vain. 

In  this  chapter  the  LORD  proceeds  to  difclofe  the 
defigned  method  of  puniihing  Ifrael's  crimes,  or  at 
leaft  fome  particulars  relative  to  it,  which  might 
both  afford  comfort  to  his  people,  and  excite  terror 
in  the  wicked.  The  LORD  ufually  founds  an  alarm 
previous  to  the  demoflrations  of  his  wrath. 

Whether  this  chapter  be  wholly  figurative,  or  only 
in  part,  may  not  be  eafy  to  determine- — Whether 
by  the  fix  men  who  had  the  charge  of  the  city,  thofe 
angels  are  defigned,  who  were  the  appointed  guar- 
dians of  it,  and  are  mentioned  as  the  deftroyers, 
to  inform  us  that  fin  arms  Jehovah  againft  us  and 
converts  our  mercies  into  means  of  injury,  I  fhall 
not  pretend  to  decide — Whether  the  man  clothed 
with  linen,  who  had  the  ink-horn,  is  intended  to  re- 
prefent  the  LORD  JFSUS,  who  feals  his  people  by  his 
Spirit,  fecures  them  from  condemnation,  and  pre- 
lerves  them  night  and  day  that  no  real  injury  affect 
them,  appears  not  fufficiently  manifefl.  Curiofity 
may  engage  us  in  thefe  and  other  enquiries,  and  after 
all  our  diligence  in  the  inveftigation,  leave  us  alike 

unfatisfied 
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unfatisfied  and  unimproved.  Independant  of  fuch 
particulars,  the  text  abounds  with  information, 
which  through  the  Spirit's  influence  may  be  profit- 
able for  reproof,  correction,  and  inftruction  in  right- 
eoufnefs — May  his  bleffing  accompany  our  medita- 
tions, and  make  it  fuccefsful  to  our  fouls. 

Our  text  clearly  enforces  thefe  two  points:  that 
the  juftice  of  GOD  will  difcover  itfelf  in  the  puniih- 
ment  of  tranfgreffors ;  and  that  while  his  wrath  is 
poured  out  upon  them,  he  will  not  be  forgetful  of 
his  people,  but  will  either  fecure  them  from  the  ex- 
perience of  evil,  or  will  overrule  their  trials  for  their 
real  advantage.  The  truth  of  thefe  reflections  may 
be  illuftrated  by  a  feries  of  obfervations,  which  the 
text  naturally  occafions.  The  firft  I  (hall  mention  is, 

I.  That  not  only  the  pofitive  declarations  of  JE- 
HOVAH, and  the  numerous  threatenings  of  his  word, 
but  the  general  hiftory  of  the  Bible,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  a.11  ages,  fupply  us  with  ample  teftimony, 
that  as  fin  does  not  elude  the  divine  notice,  it  fhall 
not  pafs  unpunifhed. 

The  hiftory  and  prophecy  before  us,  prefent  a  peo- 
ple highly  favoured  of  GOD,  finking  into  impiety 
and  iniquity,  regardlefs  of  the  divine  will  and  nature; 
for  a  time  they  are  fuffered  to  go  on,  till  divine  pa- 
tience producing  no  alteration,  divine  juftice  at 
length  threatens,  calls  forth  the  executioners  of  his 
wrath,  and  commands  them  to  fmite  the  guilty 
city.  This  account  is  of  no  private  interpretation ;  it 
is  no  unufual  mode  of  divine  difpenfation ;  it  is 
recorded  for  our  example  ;  and  other  parts  of  the 
divine  word,  as  well  as  experience,  fpeak  to  the 
fame  effect. 

God  is  an  holy  God.  Sin  is  the  object  of  his  ab- 
horrence. He  cannot  bear  with  it ;  nor  can  he  but 

view 
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view  with  difpleafure  thofe  perfons,  who  are  living 
under  the  gui't  and  power  of  it.  Sin  oppofes  the 
perfections  of  his  nature,  and  the  defigns  of  his  go- 
vernment :  and  hence  proceed  thofe  awful  threaten- 
ings  and  dreadful  manifeftations  of  anger,  to  nations 
and  individuals,  which  abound  in  the  bible.  On  the 
account  of  fin,  behold  the  people  whom  GOD  had 
chofen  for  himfelf,  fmitten  before  their  enemies  j 
removed  as  captives  and  (laves  to  foreign  nations  ; 
their  city  trodden  down  and  demolifhed,  and  their 
chief  glory,  the  temple,  forfaken  of  GOD,  and  de- 
ftroyed —  In  fhort,  fee  all  the  denounced  curfes  of 
GOD  executed  upon  them  —  the  fword  devouring 
them,  the  peftilence  and  famine  confuming  them,, 
and  the  remnant  become,  as  they  now  continue,  an 
aftonifhment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by-word.  But  are 
they  peculilar  in  this  refpecl?  Alas!  no. — Did  not 
fin  exclude  the  glorified  angels  from  heaven,  and 
confign  them  to  everlafting  chains,  under  darknefs, 
until  the  judgment  of  the  great  day?  Did  it  not 
expel  our  firft  parents  from  Paradife,  and  involve 
all  their  pofterity  in  manifeft  indication  of  divine 
difpleafure?  Was  it  not  becaufe  of  this  accurfed 
thing  that  the  whole  earth  was  overwhelmed  with 
the  deftruclive  deluge?  Was  it  not  for  this  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  experienced 
the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire?  Was  it  not  fin,  the 
wickednefs  of  the  Canaanites,  (Deut.  9.  5.)  which 
occafioned  them  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  Ifraelites? 
If  revelation  may  be  depended  upon,  thefe  queftions 
muft  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative;  and  to  this  evil 
muft  we  trace  up  all  the  judgments  of  GOD  which 
have  appeared  on  the  earth.  Sin  is  the  Abaddon, 
the  deftroyer  of  nations  and  individuals — Babylon 
fell  on  this  account;  Nineveh  was  overthrown  by  it ; 
and  other  kingdoms  have  been  annihilated  through 
the  fame  caufe — Sin,  fays  the  wife  man,  is  the  re- 
proach of  nations ;  that  is,  it  bringeth  fhame  and  ruin 
upon  them. 


But  confide r in 2;  GOD  unchangeably  the  fame,  may 
we  not  conclude,    that  there  is  diffident  reafon  for 
every  finful  nation,  and  difobeditnt  perfon,  to  ex- 
pect divine  wrath ;  and  may  we  not  further  confider 
the  deftruction  of  that  people  advancing,  whofe  na- 
tional crimes  are  daily  encrearing.     When  luxury 
and  pride  are  fettering  infidelity  and  impiety,   ba- 
nifhing  the  fear  of  GOD,  and  pouring  contempt  upon 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  his  beloved  Son ;  treating  the 
precious  doctrines  of  grace,  and  the  only  method  of 
falvation,  with  neglect  and  ridicule,  does  it  require 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  indicate  the  approaching 
dirtolution  of  that  ftate,  or  at  lea  ft  to  predict  fome 
evident  tokens  of  divine  anger?  Might  we  not,  with- 
out pretending  to  fuperior  wifdom,    attribute  in  a 
great  meafure  the  diforders  and  diflrefies  of  a  neigh- 
bouring people,  to  their  abounding  ungodlinefs  and 
gratification  of  worldly  lufts :  and  may  we  not  with 
the  fame  reafon  inculcate  the  neccffity  of  ferious  ap- 
plication to  GOD,   that  he  would  avert  from   this 
kingdom  the  great  evils,  which  our  fins  have  de- 
ferved.     The  controverfy  is  begun — The  LORD  is 
pleading  with  us  now,  and  if  the  uplifted  fcourge 
humble  us  not,  we  fhall  feel  its  deftructive  weight. 
— Similar  caufes  will  produce  fimilar  effects,  and 
as  fin  deftroyed  Ifrael,  how  can  England,  if  weper- 
iifi  in  the  provocation  of  our  gracious  guardian,  and 
protector,  hope  to  avoid  the  fame  event  ? 

But  if  nations  efcape  not  punifhment,  much  lefs 
fhall  individuals — The  ivicked flail  />*  turned  into  beH, 
and  all  the  people  which  forget  God.  Pfel.  ix.  17.  The 
guilty  fhall  not  be  fpared  when  God  enters  into  judg- 
ment with  nations;  but  upon  them  fooner  or  later  will 
he  (Pfal.xl.6.)  rainfnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  an d an 
horrible  tempeft.  It  is  poflible,  that  the  wicked  may 
avoid  prefent  evils,  and  feel  no  temporal  marks  of  di- 
vine difpleafure  ;  but  it  remains  upon  the  records  of 
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God,  that  Chrift  will  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  hh  . 
mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  for  this  tremendous  purpnfe^ 
that  he  might  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  GW, 
and  that  obey  not  the  go/pel  of  our  Lordjefus  Chrift :  who 
fljall  be  punified  with  everlafting  deftru&ion  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.  2 
Theff.  i.  7.  8.  9.  This  the  veracity  of  GOD  allures 
us,   will  be  the  end  of  impenitent  finners,  while 
numerous  witneffes  fupport  the   declaration,  that 
even  in  this  life,  fuch  have  no  fecurity  againft  pre- 
fent  proofs  of  juftice.     Often  has  Jehovah  afferted 
his  authority,  and  vifited  the  fin  of  many  with  im- 
mediate tokens  of  his  indignation.     The  impious, 
the  unjuft,  the  adulterer,  the  drunkard,   the  fab- 
bath-breaker,  the  fwearer,  have  been  arrefted    in 
the  midft  of  their  crimes,  and  marked  as  objects  of 
divine  wrath.     Need  we  refer  you  to  Gehazi,  the 
fervant  of  Elifha,  who  for  his  deceit  and  injuftice, 
had  the  leprofy  of  Naaman  cleaving  to  him — or  to 
Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who  were  ftruck  dead  with 
the  lie  in  their  mouths— or  to  Elymas,  who  endea- 
vouring to  pervert  the  ways  of  GOD,  was  deprived 
of  fight — or  to  Herod,  who  inflated  with  pride,  was 
fmitten  by  the   angel  of  the   LORD. — Thefe  and 
many  others  are  examples,  recorded  in  the  volume 
of  infpiration :  and  furely  if  we  admit  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  divine  providence,  we  cannot  but  allow 
that  proofs  of  a  iimilar  nature,  may  be  deduced  from 
later  occurrences.    How  often  have  we  heard  of  in- 
ftances,  in  which  the  mouth  of  blafphemy  has  been 
flopped,  and  death  has  concluded  the  pleafures  of 
the  fabbath-breaker  ?  How  often  have  the  wages  of 
injuftice  been  as  a  moth  eating  up  the  garment,  or 
as  a  fnare  to  the  poffeffor  ?  How  often  has  the  drunk- 
ard been  called  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication  to  the  bar 
of  GOD  ?  And  how  often  have  the  adulterer  and  for- 
nicator  felt  the  confequence  of  their  crimes,  in  an 
emaciated  conftitution,  or  more  fignal  marks  of  their 
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1m?  This  however  we  grant,  is  not  the  ufual  mode 
of  divine  proceeding — GOD  generally  endures  with 
the  difobedient  until  by  death  they  are  brought  to  his 
tribunal  to  receive  the  juft  reward  of  their  tranfgref- 
iions,  and  then  they  will  prove  that  it  is  a  bitter  thing 
to  fin  againft  GOD  —  Hell  will  then  be  difcovered  to 
be  a  reality,  though  now  trifled  with  as  a  mere  bug- 
bear. 

But  we  obferve, 

II.  That  when  GOD  fhall  execute  his  judgment 
upon  finful  nations  or  perfons,  finners  of  no  age  or 
fex,  neither  young  or  old,  nor  even  thofe  diftin- 
guilhed  by  their  union  to  the  viiible  church,  and 
profeflion  of  chriftianity,  can  expect  with  any  good 
reafon  to  efcape  his  wrath. 

Go,  faid  the  LORD,  Slay  utterly  old  and  young,  both 
maids  and  little  children,  and  begin  at  my  fantluary. 
We  often  read  in  the  fcriptures  of  infants  involved 
in  the  punifhment  of  their  parents — Such  difpenfa- 
tions  may  appear  fevere,  but  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  muft  do  right  —  His  ways  are  ever  ways  of 
rishteoufnels —  And  let  us  remember,  that  even 
children  are  partakers  of  a  corrupt  nature;  that  death 
by  the  fword  is  no  greater  evil  than  by  a  diforder ; 
and  that  an  early  temporal  death,  when  followed 
by  eternal  life,  is  a  peculiar  blefling  —  GOD  might 
remove  the  offspring  from  this  world,  to  teflify  his 
great  hatred  of  the  parents  fin,  while  he  gracioufly 
received  them  to  eternal  happinefs.  This  proceed- 
ing would  more  particularly  affect  the  Ifraelites,  who 
were  led  to  confider  long  life  and  a  poilerity,  par- 
ticular indications  of  divine  favour. 

Our  departing  infants  we  contemplate  with  hope 
— they  are  efcaping  prefent  evils,  and,  wetruft,  not 
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on  account  of  any  fuppofed  innocency  in  them;  they 
too  early  befpeak  their  corrupt  origin  to  leave  us 
doubtful  of  their  natural  depravity ;  but  we  trull, 
that  on  account  of  a  Saviour's  merit,  they  are  going 
to  behold  the  face  of  our  heavenly  Father  in  glory. 
Infants,  incapable  of  knowing  good  from  evil,  we 
therefore  commit  to  the  lilent  grave,  in  fure  and  cer- 
tain hope  of  eternal  falvation  through  CHRIST  ;  but 
from  this  period  we  believe  all  in  danger  of  condem- 
nation. When  capable  of  knowing  good  from  evil, 
they  are  under  obligations  to  obey  GOD;  and  if  un- 
influenced by  duty,  are  expofed  to  the  confequence 
of  difobedience.  Nor  can  any  fuch,  however  young, 
if  they  die  in  impenitency  and  unbelief,  evade  the 
fentence,  which  juftice  has  already  pronounced  on 
all  who  depart  this  world  under  the  influence  of  the 
guilt  and  power  of  fin.  To  them  the  application 
of  thofe  facred  paflages  belong — Except  ye  repent  ye 
flail  all  Hkewije  perifl.  Luke  xiii.  3.  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  God^ 
John  iii.  5.  He  that  belicveth  not  flail  be  condemned. 
Mark  xvi.  16. 

Young  people  generally  imagine,  that  they  have 
little  need  for  religion ;  that  youth  is  the  feafon  of 
enjoyment,  and  Ihould  not  be  interrupted  with  the 
melancholy  fubjecls  of  death,  judgment,  and  eterni- 
ty; and  that  now  their  years  authorife  the  purfuit  of 
what  they  Rile  pteafure,  which  means  the  indulgence 
of  their  lufts  and  appetites,  in  oppofition  to  GOD  and 
godlinefs.  Such  falfe  ideas  receive  a  fufficient  an- 
fwer,  from  the  uncertainty  of  life,  the  poffibility  of 
death,  and  the  declaration  of  GOD,  Ecclef.  ii.  9. 
that,  for  all  -vain^  andfmful  delights,  God  will  bring 
them  into  judgement — But  ihould  they  be  called  from 
their  worldly  amufements  and  carnal  gratifications, 
to  the  tribunal  of  CHRIST,  (and  no  fecurity  have 
they  againft  fuch  an  event)  then  what  would  it  avail, 
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that  their  time  had  been  fo  occupied  with  trifles,  6f 
fo  engaged  in  pleafure,  that  they  had  no  opportuni- 
ty for  ferious  attention  to  their  fouls?  The  profpecl 
of  prefent  evils  is  an  additional  argument  for  a  re- 
gard to  religion  :  if  young  finners  were  confumed  in 
the  general  deftruclion  of  Sodom,  a  fimilar  overthrow 
might  happen  to  the  vain  and  thoughtlefs  now.  We 
know,  and  may  GOD  imprefs  the  truth  upon  all  our 
memories  and  hearts,  that  they  'who  Ihe  in  pkajure, 
are  dead  while  they  Ih't ;  that  the  friendflnp  of  this 
ivorld  is  enmity  again  ft  God:  and  upon  the  fame  tefl- 
imony  we  arc  allured,  that  the  unrighteous,  the  for- 
nicator,  the  unclean,  the  lafcivious,  the  idolater,  and 
they  who  are  influenced  by  hatred,  variance,  emu- 
lation, wrath,  ftrife,  fedition,  or  fpend  their  lives  in 
drunkennefs,  revellings,  and  fuch  like,  ihall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  GOD.  Sinners  of  every  age 
muft  prove  this  affertion  true  —  Oh  that  our  minds 
may  feel  the  force  of  it  before  it  be  too  late.  The 
time  will  come,  when  reflections  of  this  kind  will 
only  aggravate  our  torments. 

Nor  let  any  flatter  themfelves  with  a  freedom 
from  thofe  judgments  which  await  the  ungodly,  be- 
caufe  they  are  profefling  ChrifUans.  If  we  only 
participate  the  external  privileges  of  Chriftianity, 
and  are  deftitute  of  that  faith  which  works  by  love, 
Our  profeflion  is  mere  hypocrify ;  and  inftead  of  dif~ 
tinguifhing  us  as  true  difciples  of  CHRIST,  expofes 
us  to  the  wrath  of  GOD,  and  will  bring  upon  us  that 
dreadful  fentence — Depart  from  me,  1 know  you  not \ 
ye  -workers  of  Iniquity.  An  union  to  the  vifible 
church  of  CHRIST,  is  no  fecurity — there  the  fcru- 
tiny  will  be  particularly  exact.  Begin  at  my  Janc- 
tuary,  was  the  command  in  the  text,  and  the  time 
approaches,  when  judgment  will  commence  at  the 
houfe  of  GOD.  Many  it  feems  will  drive  to  con- 
ceal themfelves  there,  Matt.  xxv.  12.  at  leaflin  this 
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life  numbers  build  their  expectation  of  future  fafe- 
ty  and  happinefs,  upon  their  attention  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  CHRIST,  but  as  ail  were  not  true  IfraeliteS 
who  were  defcendants  from  Ifrael,  fo  are  not  all 
real  Chriftians,  who  are  baptifed  and  united  to  the 
vifible  church  of  CHRIST.  Many,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  GOD'S  children,  indulge  the  evil  defires  and 
corrupt  affections  of  an  unfandified  heart,  and  thus 
difcover  their  ignorance  of  CHRIST,  and  the  pow- 
er of  his  falvation.  Beware,  brethren,  that  you  de-> 
ceive  not  yourfelves — you  cannot  deceive  GOD  ;  and 
if  you  go  on  with  falfe  hopes,  when  every  refuge 
of  lies  be  fwept  away,  you  will  be  left  helplefs  and 
hopclefs  with  the  Father  of  lies,  in  torments. 

We  obferve, 

III.  That  though  the  judgments  of  GOD  be  a- 
broad  in  the  land,  or  that  terrible  day  fhould  come, 
when  divine  indignation  will  be  manifefled  againft 
hypocritical  profeflbrs  and  ungodly  perfons,  yet  will 
the  people  oif  GOD  be  fecured  from  the  dreadful  and 
injurious  confequences  of  either  fealbn. 

Before  the  deftroyers  are  permitted  to  execute 
their  commiffion,  the  man  with  the  ink-horn  is  com- 
manded to  fet  a  mark  upon  the  foreheads  of  GOD'S 
people,  and  the  men  with  the  daughter-weapons 
are  ordered  not  to  come  near  them.  In  a  fimilar 
manner  were  the  Ifraelites  preferved,  when  the 
firft-born  of  Egypt  were  deftroyed.  Their  houfes 
were,  by  divine  direction,  fprinkled  with  blood, 
and  the  angel,  when  he  faw  it,  pafTed  over  them, 
and  left  their  children  alive.  In  Rev.  vii.  3. 
you  have  another  inftance  of  the  fame  interpofition 
of  mercy.  Orders  are  there  given  to  the  angel  com- 
miffioned  to  hurt  the  earth  and  fea,  not  to  begin 
the  deftruftive  work,  until  the  fervants  of  GOD  arc 
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fealed  in  their  foreheads.  This  point  might  be  fur- 
ther illuftrated  by  fcripture  hiftory:  Noah,  that 
eminent  preacher  of  righteoufnefs  to  the  antidelu- 
vians,  found  favour  with  GOD,  and  is  a  teftimony 
of  his  faithfulnefs  and  care ;  for  while  the  deluge 
overwhelmed  the  world,  he  remained  fafe  in  the  ark 
of  divine  appointment — Lot,  is  another  proof  of  the 
fame  obfervation,  who,  when  the  iniquities  of  So- 
dom called  down  fire  from  heaven,  was  delivered 
from  the  general  deftruction.  We  might  adduce 
various  other  proofs,  but  thefe  fufficently  Ihow,  that 
though  the  unjuft  be  referved  for  puniihment,  the 
LORD,  not  only  knows  how,  but  often  does  deliver 
the  godly  from  temptations. 

It  is,  however,  a  neceflary  remark,  that  the  di- 
vine government  does  not  always  admit  of  thefe 
diftinclions — Exceptions  may  exift — The  children 
of  GOD  may  partake  of  general  calamities ;  they 
may  be  tried  by  the  fame  judgments  which  afflict  a 
linful  nation ;  but,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  love  of  GOD 
to  them  is  equally  vifible.  Temporal  afflictions 
are  not  always  real  evils ;  but  frequently  bleflings 
in  difguife;  and  when  GOD  permits  his  people  to 
feel  them,  they  always  prove  fo.  T'hen  are  they 
like  the  bitter  medicines  of  a  fkilful  phyfician,  or 
to  adopt  the  language  of  revelation,  they  are  the  cbas- 
tifements  of  a  ivife  and  tender  parent,  who  fees  the 
neceifity  of  the  rod.  When  the  rod  falls  upon  the 
righteous,  the  believers  in  JESUS,  mercy  fuffers  itt 
and  love  overrules  it,  for  their  advantage.  It  is  not 
the  fcourge  of  wrath,  with  which  the  unrighteous  is 
punifhed,  and  which  is  the  beginning  of  woes,  but 
gracious  chaftenings,  defigned  to  conform  them  to 
the  divine  image,  and  make  them  meet  for  eternal 
glory.  Were  it  confident  with  the  interefts  of  his 
people,  GOD  would  preferve  them  from  tribulation ; 
but  when  it  is  not,  though  he  tries  them,  he  will  be 
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their  purifier,  and  bring  them  forth  as. gold.  In  the 
furnace  they  fhall  not  Ipfe  any  thing  but  drofs :  he 
will  fit  by  them,  and  order  both  heat  and  time  ac- 
cording to  infinite  wifdom  and  unchangeable  love. 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  their  privilege  to  rejoice 
in  the  LORD  at  all  times,  and  blefs  him  no  lefs  for 
feafons  of  adverfity ,  than  when  profperity  fhines  up- 
on them.  It  is  their  intereft  to  be  afflicted,  fince  God 
engages  neither  to  leave,  or  forjake  them,  nor  Jujfer 
them  to  he  tempted  above  what  they  are  able  to  bear,  but 
in  every  temptation  to  make  a  way  for  their  ejcape.  This 
GOD  will  afiuredly  do,  either  fave  his  people  from, " 
or  fave  them  through  tribulation;  while  the  ungod- 
ly experience  his  wrath,  as  a  foretafte  of  future 
indignation. 

When  the  grand  manifeflation  of  GOD'S  difplea- 
fure  againft  fin  (hall  be  made,  and  the  awful  judg- 
ment proclaim  his  righteoufnefs,  then  fhall  the 
grand  diftinction  between  them  who  fear  Gop,  and 
them  who  fear  him  not,  be  feen — while  the  wicked 
tremble  through  fearful  forebodings,  fhall  CHRIST 
appear  to  be  glorified  in  his  Saints,  .and  admired  in  all 
them,  that  believe.  Then  they  who  are  fealed  by  the 
fpirit  will  not  be  confounded;  their  feals.will  prove 
them  known  of  GOD,  and  difcharged  from  the  curfe 
of  the  law  and  prevent  the  fword  of  vindictive  juftice 
from  coming  near  them — CHRIST  will  own  thej?i» 
place  them  on  his  right,  hand ;  and  when,  his  juftice 
commands  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  to  ever- 
lafting  torments,  will  the  voice  of  grace,  and  love  bid 
them  come  and  inherit  the  kingdom  of  glory — then 
faith  and  hope  (hall  be  fwallowed  up  in  open  vilion 
and  full  fruition  of  Gop,  all  their  forrows  will  ceafe 
for  ever,  and  their  felicity  be  complete  and  unceafing 
-r-there  will  they  find  that  all  their  worldly  jifferings 
wrought  out  for  them  a  far  more  abundant  Qnd^eternal 
weight  of  glory,;  and  prove  that,  ths  higheft  Cpjncep- 
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tion  of  the  human  mind  fell  infinitely  fhort  in  the 
eftimate  of  what  GOD  had  prepared  for  their  enjoy- 
ment. Thus  fhall  it  be  experienced  by  the  perfons  to 
whom  CHRIST  fhall  now  give  (as  expreffed  Re*u.  ii. 
17.  and  iii.  12.)  the  white  ftonc,  in  which  the  new 
name  is  written,  on  whom  he  fhall  write  the  name 
of  GOD,  and  the  city  of  GOD,  or  whom  he  fhall  make 
partakers  of  his  holy  fpirit,  and  adopt  into  the  fami- 
ly of  GOD.  Bretheren,  do  you  not  wi(h  to  be  num- 
bered with  thefe  characters  ?  Surely,  it  is  your  grand 
intereft  that  you  fhould — perhaps  you  flatter  your- 
felves  that  you  are.  The  text  occafions  a  fourth  ob- 
fervation,  which  attended  to,  may  enable  you  to  de- 
cide whether  you  be  or  not. 

IV.  The  people  of  GOD  behold  the  wickednefs 
of  the  world  with  real  forrow  and  diftrefs. 

The  perfons  marked  according  to  the  text,  were 
they  who  fighed  and  cried,  for  all  the  abominations 
done  in  Jerufalem.  This  is  a  moft  difcrim mating 
evidence  of  our  being  God's  people.  The  ways  of 
linners,  not  only  excite  in  fuch  an  averfion,  but 
godly  forrow :  they  grieve  to  fee  how  their  God  is 
difhonoured,  and  precious  fouls  injured  thereby. 
To  this  effect,  fpeaks  the  Pfalmift  —  Horror  hath 
taken  bold  upon  me,  becaufe  of  the  wicked,  'which  for- 
fake  thy  law  —  I  beheld  the  tranjgrejfors  and  was  griev- 
ed, becaufe  they  kept  not  thy  word — Ri-vers  of  waters 
run  down  mine  eyes,  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  law.  St. 
Paul  affures  us,  that  he  contemplated  with  weep- 
ing, thofe  who  were  enemies  to  the  Crofs  of  CHRIST; 
and  it  is  mentioned  of  Lot,  that  his  righteous  foul 
was  vexed  from  day  to  day,  with  the  unlawful  deeds 
of  the  Sodomites.  The  real  chriftian  cannot  behold 
fin  without  diftrefs.  He  confiders  its  oppofition  to 
the  holy  nature  of  God,  how  it  tramples  upon  his 
authority,  and  cafts  contempt  upon  all  his  glorious 
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perfedions.  He  judges  of~it,  by  its  injurious  in- 
fluence upon  the  foul,  in  defacing  the  divine  image, 
and  incapacitating  it  for  divine  communion  and  en- 
joyment. He  eftimates  its  evil,  by  its  dreadful  ef- 
feds  in  the  human  foul,  and  in  the  world  at  large; 
by  tiie  facrifice  of  the  Son  of  God,  required  for 
its  deftrudion ;  and  by  the  tremendous  punifhment 
prepared  for  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving.  This 
view,  while  his  foul  is  conftrained  by  the  love  of 
God,  not  only  affeds  him  with  an  hatred  of  fin, 
but  with  diftrcfs  on  account  of  its  prevalence. 
He  cannot  perceive  his  God  treated  with  infult, 
and  immortal  fouls  deftroycd,  without  concern. 
Others  may  trifle  with  fin,  or  look  upon  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  mankind  with  indifference;  but  as  foon 
cpuld  he  fport  with  the  racking  pains  of  the  difor- 
dered  ;  yea,  as  foon  could  he  fmile  at  the  anguifh 
of  the  damned,  as  fee  fin  abounding,  and  pafs  by 
it  without  grief.  Brethren,  what  are  your  views 
of  fin?  How  do  you  behold  the  world  lying  in 
wickednefs?  Do  you  mourn  over  it?  Do  you  cry 
out  againft  it,  or  bear  your  teflimony  againft  it  by 
your  conduct  and  converfation  ?  What  reply  does 
confcience  make  ?  What  does  your  life  declare  ? 
If  they  prove  your  difagreement  with  the  people  of 
God,  you  have  no  reafon  to  exped  the  interpofition 
Qf  God,  for  your  fafety  in  days  of  evil. 

From  what  has  been  faid  upon  this  fubjed,  you 
may i .  learn  the  great  neceffity  of  belong- 
ing to  God  as  his  people  :  if  He  be  yours;  and  you 
fealed  by  his  fpirit  as  his,  the  language  of  David, 
Pf.  xci.  3.  to  9.  is  not  inapplicable  to  your  cafe. 
Surely  he  fhall  deliver  tbee  from  thejnare  of  the  fowler : 
and  from  the  noifome  peftiknce.  He  fhall  cover  thee  with 
his  feathers,  and  under  his  wings  fialt  thou  trujl :  bis 
truth  fiat  I  be  thy  fiield  and  buckler.  Thouftalt  not  be 
afraid  for  the  terror  by  night :  nor  for  the  arrow  that- 
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jtietb  ly  day  :  'nor  fir  the  peftilence  that  icalketh  in 
darknefs  :  nor  for  the  deftruttion  that  ivajlcth  at  noon- 
day. A  thoufand  flail  fall  at  thy  fide,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  at  thy  right  hand :  but  it  ftall  not  come  nigh  thee. 
Only  with  thine  eyes  flalt  thou  behold,  and  fee  the  re- 
ijcard  of  the  id'cked.  Happy  is  your  ftate  :  no  good 
(hall  be  witheld  from  you,  and  no  real  evil  fhall 
affecl  you.  That  nothing  injure  you,  the  Lord 
will  keep  you  night  and  day  ;  and  in  tribulation, 
ordiftrefs,  in  perfecution,  or  famine,  in  nakednefs, 
peril,  or  fword,  in  life  or  death,  he  will  be  with 
you,  will  bring  you  off  more  than  conquerors,  and 
at  lad  will  caufe  you  to  triumph  over  all,  in  ever- 
lafting  glory.  You  need  not  fear,  your  God  is  a 
prefent,  and  an  all-fufficient  help  in  the  day  of  trou- 
ble —  All  his  attributes  arc  engaged  for  you,  and 
they  muft  fail  before  you  can  —  and  hence  we  may 
fay,  come  life,  come  death,  all  is  yours,  for  you  arc 
CHRIST'S. 

But  upon  examination,  are  you  deftitute  of  any 
evidence  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  intereft  in 
his  covenant?  Have  you  no  reafon  to  approach 
him  as  your  reconciled  Father  ;  but,  on  account  of 
your  continued  negled  of  Chrifl,  and  difobedience 
of  his  holy  will,  to  behold  him  as  your  adverfary, 
whofe  wrath  is  upon  you?  Then  refled  upon  the 
danger  of  your  ftate,  and  the  neceflity  of  immediate 
repentance  and  faith.  While  grace  reigns  through 
Chrift,  and  JESUS  continues  the  mediator,  feek  him 
to  bring  you  nigh  to  God,  that  being  accepted,  par- 
doned, and  juftified,  you  maybe  the  objecls  of  di- 
vine care,  and  be  prepared  for  endlefs  glory. 
Through  Chrift  alone,  can  you  have  accefs  to  God, 
and  obtain  an  intereft  in  his  favour — He  only  can 
adopt  you  into  the  family  of  Jehovah,  and  make 
you  his  children  —  He  only  can  bring  you  to  the 
enjoyment  of  Chriftian  privileges,  and  unite  you 

to 


to  God  in  an  everlaftihg  covenant. — Go  then  to 
Chrift  by  faith,  and  plead  with  him  for  your  fouls, 
leaft  ye  perifh. 

2.  -— —  What  great  reafon  there  is,  why  our 
hearts  fhould  be  affected  with  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
fhould  mourn  over  ungodly  linners.  This  difpo- 
fition  diftinguifaes  the  people  of  God  —  It  proves 
that  our  minds  are  enlightened,  and  our  hearts  con- 
verted by  the  divine  Spirit;  it  evinces  our  relation  to 
God,  our  love  to  his  law,  and  our  zeal  for  his  glory; 
and  it  demonftrates  our  union  to  Chrift,  and  thfc 
reality  of  our  faith.  Where  fin  is  hated,  and  where 
the  commiffion  of  it  excites  godly  forrow,  the  fpirit 
of  Chrift  dwells;  but  where  it  is  indulged  with 
pleafure,  or  confidered  as  an  indifferent  thing,  the 
mark  of  the  beaft  is  enftamped  upon  the  forehead 
oftheperfon,  and  the  devil  is  his  father — He,  faith 
St.  John,  (i.  Ep.  3.  8.)  that  committeth  Jin  is  of 
the  devil.  Brethren,  look  at  fin  in  the  glafs  of 
the  law,  and  contemplate  it  as  reprefented  in  the 
gofpel ;  obferve  the  evils  it  has  already  produced, 
and  reflect  upon  what  it  will  yet  be  productive  of. 
It  brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe^ 
it  eftranged  us  from  God  ;  it  crucified  the  Lord  of 
glory  ;  and  will,  except  deftroyed,  deftroy  us,  both 
body  and  foul  for  ever.  Is  it  then  a  little  evil,  a 
trifle  of  fmall  importance  ?  Ah,  no  ! 

3. With  how  little  propriety  the  finner  rejoices 

in  his  finful  ways,  and  boafts  himfelf  of  fin.  If  the 
accurfed  thing  be  in  his  heart,  it  will  involve  him 
in  mifery.  Achan  might  poffibly  have  been  pleafed, 
when  the  golden  wedge,  and  Babylonifh  garment, 
Were  fafely  hid  in  his  tent ;  but  did  the  event  (hew 
reafon  for  joy?  What  advantage  did  thefe  iniquitous 
fruits  afford  him  ?  As  much  as  your's  will  you,  O  fin- 
ner :  they  brought  death  upon  him  ;  and  though  you 
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may  efcape  for  a  feafon,  be  afiured,  your  fin  will 
find  you  out,  and  convince  you  of  its  injurious  and 
deftrudlive  nature.  Like  Ahab,  you  may  encompafs 
your  withes,  and  get  riches  by  injuftice,  or  obtain 
fenfual  gratifications  by  opposition  to  God's  will  ,- 
yet  foon  he  whofe  eye  is  upon  you,  will  call  you  to 
account,  and  reward  you  according  to  your  fins. 
Wherefore  let  my  counfel  be  acceptable  unto  you, 
defpife  not  the  patience  of  God,  abufe  not  his  mercy, 
infult  not  his  authority,  nor  provoke  his  wrath. 
Who  can  deliver  from  his  hand,  or  what  can  ex- 
tinguifh  the  fire  of  his  wrath?  Stop  then,  finner,  in 
thy  mad  career,  and  before  the  unquenchable  flames 
of  hell  furround  thee,  call  not  for  encreafing  con- 
demnation upon  thy  guilty  head,  but  for  mercy  to 
pardon  thy  fins,  and  change  thy  heart. 

Sin  may  be  like  St.  John's  book,  fweet  in  the  mouth 
but  it  will  be  bitter  afterwards;  for  though,  as  Solomon 
obferves,  Ecclef.  viii.  i2.  13.  a  finner  do  evil  an  hun- 
dred times,  and  his  days  be  prolonged,  yet  furcly  I  know 
that  it  flail  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God,  which  fear 
before  him :  but  it  (hall  not  be  well  with  the  wicked,  nei- 
ther /hall  he  prolong  his  days  which  are  as  ajhadow  ;  be- 
caufe  he  feareth  not  before  God. 

4. The  fubjecl  may  further  juftify  a  reflec- 
tion, that  there  is  Sufficient  caufe  for  fear,  when  our 
national  iniquities  increafe ;  and  the  greateft  necef- 
fity  for  prayer,  to  deprecate  our  deferved  punifli- 
ment.  It  muft  be  allowed  by  all,  who  admit  the 
univerfality  of  divine  government,  that  God  has  at 
prefent  a  controverfy  with  nations ;  and  that  even 
our  country  has  manifeft  tokens  of  divine  difplea- 
fure  upon  it.  This  may  be  ridiculed  by  infidelity, 
and  flighted  by  fenfuality,  but  will  be  regarded  by 
humility  and  faith ;  and  he  who  will  not  hear  the 
rod,  and  confider,  who  hath  appointed  it,  may  ex- 
peel, 


peft,  that  the  colle&ing  cloud  will  not  difcharge  its 
contents  in  vain.  No  fecurity  have  any,  but  by  an 
inf.ereft  in  the  precious  promifes  of  God,  through 
faith  in  Chrift ;  nor  will  our  country  elude  the 
threatning  florm,  unlefsby  repentance,  like  Nine- 
veh, it  is  humbled  before  God.  This  we  fuggefl, 
that  all  who  pray,  may  earneftly  interceede  both 
for  their  own  fafety,  and  for  the  advancement  of 
Chrift's  kingdom  amongft  us — as  fin  will  bring  on 
and  haften  our  deftrudion,  real  religion  will  be  a 
means  of  defence;  and  however  it  may  be  fneered 
at  as  enthufiafm,  we  will  venture  to  pronounce, 
that  our  prefent  freedom  from  greater  evils  than 
we  have  known,  is  owing  to  divine  regard  for  his 
praying  people,  who  ftill  cry  for  mercy  upon  our 
king  and  government. — Let  all  improve  this  reflec- 
tion ;  and  while  the  patience  of  God  endures,  not 
only  be  earneft  that  they  be  found  in  the  appointed 
refuge,  but  with  fervent  prayer,  entreat  the  exercife 
of  divine  compaflion  upon  our  nation,  and  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  that  all  may  become  the 
kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift ;  and  that 
all  the  glorious  benefits  of  his  adminiftration  be 
experienced  among  us. 


THE    END. 
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